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Office Hours 
 
M INISTER  
REV. CHERYL M.  WALKER 
TUESDAY        11AM ð 4PM 
WEDNESDAY    11AM ð 4PM 
THURSDAY     11AM ð 4PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 
  
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION  
LESLIE OõCONNOR  
MONDAY   10:30AM - 3:30PM 
WEDNESDAY   10:30AM - 3:30PM 
THURSDAY   10:30AM - 3:30PM 
  
ADMINISTRATOR  
JULIE BURCHAM 
TUESDAY    9AM ð 2PM 
WEDNESDAY    9AM ð 2PM 
THURSDAY    9AM ð 2PM 
FRIDAY     9AM ð 2PM 
 
*Subject to change - please call ahead 

 
 

Month Worship Schedule 
 

May 1 
Pamela Waite & 
Jimmy Reeves 

May 8 Rev. Cheryl 

May 15 
Rev. Cheryl ð New 
Member 

May 22 Poetry Service 

May 29 Rev. Cheryl 
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THE T IME DRAWS N IGH BY  REV. CHERYL M. WALKER 

The time is drawing nigh, and I, we, can no longer live in denial. On July 4th, I will leave the church 
for the very last time. My last Sunday is July 3rd. Technically I will be on vacation for the month of 
July, but in reality, I will no longer be your minister. When I wrote my letter to you in late October 
announcing the end of my tenure, this day seemed so far away. Now it feels like itõs too soon and 
Iõm not ready. But in truth, I am ready. I am ready for a new adventure (I still donõt know where 
yet). I am just not ready to say goodbye. I am ready to leave but not ready to go.  
 
There are still more things to do. We welcome new members on the 15th of May. We have not had 
a new member recognition since 2019, so we will welcome anyone who joined since then. I have 
some administrative things to do, I have sermons to write, I have pastoral calls to make. My office 
is still open to you to come in and chat, still one of my favorite things to do.  
 
There are the personal things to do as well. Pack a house, sell a house. Is everyone amazed at the 
amount of stuff we accumulate? I think we live to the space we have, the more space the more 
stuff. In the thirteen years weõve lived into every inch of our space. Just thinking about packing 
overwhelms me. The list of final things to do grows every day.  
 
I have begun to think about all the things I will miss. First, naturally, will be you. In the course of 
my ministry with you I have developed a deep love for you. I learned your stories and I loved your 
laughter and your tears. In the tender moments we have shared, in the joyous moments we have 
created, in the hard moments we have endured, in all the moments we shared I have loved you.  
Surprisingly, I shall miss the meetings. The Board meetings, the committee and team meetings, all 
of them. In the meetings I see how dedicated people are to the health and wellbeing of this 
congregation. There is an energy that happens in the room (online or physically) when people have 
gathered to do their ministries.   
 
I shall miss Julie and Leslie. Especially, during the years of pandemic isolation, we kept each sane. 
Together we are a team and have an unshakeable bond. They are my sisters, my co-conspirators, 
my comedic team. I love them.  
 
I shall miss the beach and the ocean. I have been spoiled by the proximity of our gorgeous beaches. 
Being able to just go and see the life renewing waves of the water, the sense of the infinite the 
ocean imparts to me, has become a part of my spiritual self-care. I will miss Wilmington.  
 
The time is indeed near, but it is not here. Let us continue our journey together, until the journey 
ends.  
 
Many Kind Blessings and Love, 
 
Rev. Cheryl 
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M INISTERIAL TRANSITION UPDATE BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

May is a busy time for the Interim Minister Selection Process. The Board's packet team submitted 

our congregational record in late April, and Ministers seeking new congregations have pored over 

their options at Transitional Ministries Chapter meetings. UUCWNC is one of fifty-two UU 

congregations seeking an Interim Minister in 2022.  

 

Our interview team of Becki Schreiber, Jerry Hurwitz, and Raine Morgan is scheduled to receive 

a list of 2-8 interested candidates on May 2. They will review each candidate's application material, 

check references, schedule and perform interviews, and then discuss with the entire Board towards 

the end of the second week of May. The Board will submit our first choice, second choice, and so 

on by Monday, May 16.  

 

The UUA Transitions Office then gathers expressed preferences of the congregations and 

ministers and advises both parties on likely outcomes of potential offers. May 18 is the date when 

the Board extends an offer to the selected Interim Minister. We hope to celebrate an accepted 

offer before the end of this month! Alternatively, we receive a second list of candidates to interview 

in round two.  

 

Meanwhile, let's plan to celebrate Reverend Cheryl's ministry with an Evening of Celebration and 

Farewell on Friday, June 10. Thank you for reading this update! 
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A SUMMER BOOK ð THE 2022 UU  COMMON READ BY LESLIE 

OõCONNOR L IFESPAN RE DIRECTOR  

Summer is almost here, and our little spiritual community will soon be scattered across the country, 
indeed the world, as members of our congregation take off on travels to visit family and explore 
sites as yet unseen. To ride a rollercoaster or to hike a mountain trail or march at the Capitol. As 
our face masks come off òstaycationsó are losing their appeal and are no longer trendy.  One must 
get out of town. I donõt care where. Just GO! 
 
That is how I feel, anyway. I have no good travel plans to look forward to yet, but in my life, the 
best experiences happen with a touch of spontaneity, and I plan to be spontaneous. So, I have 
strong feelings of needing to get away, and yet at the same time, I feel the need to remain connected 
ð indeed to strengthen ð my connection to this church. Our church is going through momentous 
change ð it needs me. And when I have a crying jag because the song Zombies comes on from 
The Cranberries while Iõm putting on my makeup in the morning and I think of the war in Ukraine 
you better believe I need my church. And its people.  
 
As weõve all learned the hard way, one way to remain connected is through zoom. So Iõve decided 
to facilitate a summer book discussion group and do it with a few zoom meetings, rather than in 
person. That way, one may read the book and attend the meetings no matter where in the world 
you are! Well, as long as you arenõt off the grid! 
 
The UUAõs 2022 Common Read is Defund Fear: Safety Without Police, Prisons or Punishment, 
by Zach Norris.  
 
Zach Norris shifts the conversation about public safety away from fear and punishment and 
toward support systems for our families and communities. In Defund Fear, Norris explores what 
has gone wrong, and why, and who has been most harmed by repressive and racist policing 
systems. He offers a new blueprint for public safety that holds people accountable while still 
holding them in community. Norris is a lawyer and community organizer who until early 2022 
served as Executive Director of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights in Oakland, CA. 
 
When I consider the Common Read book selections 
over the past decade, I take note that many of them 
have anti-racist themes. And frankly, sometimes I 
contemplate that weõve had too many anti-racist themed 
books and should vary our themes. Then I recall this 
picture, which is burned into my retina, and I will see 
it til the day I die. This was taken in my lifetime. Itõs 
not history Iõm looking at. Itõs my real time. The 
committee is selecting the books we need. And our 
congregation will be better for having read and 
discussed it. Look for UU Common Read discussion 
group details in upcoming UUDigests. 
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SAVE THE  DATE  
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THANK YOU BY THE GENEROUS L IFE TEAM  
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MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT TEAM (MET)  NEWS 

Next Walk & Talk  
The next Walk & Talk is scheduled for Thursday, May 12th,  
11 AM-12 Noon at Halyburton Park (4099 S. 17th Street,  
near the Cameron Art Museum).  
 
This is a wonderful time of the year for a casual stroll.  
We meet at Shelter 2 (restrooms are adjacent).  
 
Annual Cookout in June 
Mark your calendar for our Annual Cookout. It will be on Sunday, June 19th at Long Leaf Park, Shelter 
6, starting at 12:00 noon. More information will be provided next month. 
 
Sunday Greeters & Welcome Table 
Would you like to be a Greeter or host the Welcome Table as people arrive for service on Sundays? Itõs 
simple and fun to do. You can select the day and time (service) you prefer. The Greeters are organized by 
Joan M. and the Welcome Table is overseen by Eileen B. Please express your interest via 
MET@uucwnc.org and Joan or Eileen will be touch. 
 
Remember to share your suggestions for activities that foster engagement, promote fellowship, and serve 
the community. Simply email us at MET@uucwnc.org. 

 

FULL MOON WOMENõS CIRCLE   

May 2022 
 
Mayõs full moon was known as the flower moon in Native American 
cultures. 
 
In ancient agrarian communities the month of May was the start of summer - the beginning of the quarter 
of the year with the most sunlight.  The Celts celebrated the festival of Beltane at this time and ancient 
Romans celebrated the festivals of Bona Dea, and Floralia.  During Beltane bon fires were lit to welcome 
back the sun and for blessings and protection of crops and animals.  In ancient Rome, Bona Dea ð the 
ògood goddessó ð was honored exclusively by women for fertility, and the festival Floralia was celebrated 
in honor of Flora, goddess of Spring and the protector of seeds, plants and flowers.  Not unlike our 
ancient ancestors, we also honor this quarter of the year. We go about it with trips to garden centers and 
plant sales in search of plants to nourish our bodies and spirits with their beauty.  We lovingly plant them 
with the fervent hope that there will be enough rain to sustain them and take walks in our neighborhoods 
and parks admiring signs of new growth - the return of leaves and flowers. 
 
Our own May gathering will be led by Robin B. on May 17th at 7 PM at the home of Kami O.  All women 
of any age are welcome to attend.  If you are not on our mailing list but have questions about Full Moon 
or would like to participate in our gathering, please email us at: fullmoon@uucwnc.org. 
  

mailto:MET@uucwnc.org
mailto:MET@uucwnc.org
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T IME AND TALENT SHOW  

 
 
We are planning an Evening of Fun and Entertainment in the Fellowship on Friday, May 20.  We 
are looking for members and friends with a talent of any sort.  Please contact Warren Elliott at 
WHEFROG@AOL.COM, or 910-612-3245 
 
 

NEWCOMERõS CORNER  

I was born and raised in Stoughton, Massachusetts 
and have been a UU all my life.  My husband Paul and 
I have been married for 44 years and have two 
daughters, a grandson and are expecting a new 
grandbaby in November.  I have worked as an 
educator for more than thirty years, teaching 
communication skills, theater arts and English.  I am 
currently teaching CPR classes for the Red Cross and 
will soon start conducting ghost tours in Myrtle 
Beach.  We moved from Georgia to Carolina Shores 
in 2019 and I have been a member of UUCWNC 
since 2020.  I was formerly a member of the Clemson 
Fellowship and am happy to have found my way here. 
Some people may know me as òThe NC woman who 
found her birth father on the FBI Most Wanted Listó.  
During the pandemic, I published a book called Itõs In 
My Genes which tells of my journey through the web 
of DNA testing.  The story went viral about a year 
ago, and I am currently under contract for a 
documentary with Beyond Productions. 

           Kathy Gillgrist 
  

mailto:WHEFROG@AOL.COM
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NOTES FROM THE CARING TEAM  

 

Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring team provides 
short term support, care, and assistance to UUCW members and 
friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or crisis.  
 
Please let the Caring team know if there are ways in which we might be able to help you as we 
head into the summer.  We can provide meals or help with grocery shopping if you are struggling 
with an illness, arrange rides to medical appointments or visits to you at home or hospital, send 
cards, make phone calls, or help locate medical equipment. 
 
We are always seeking helpers for the Caring team, whether you'd like to be active on the team 
(including meetings and being coordinator for a month), or simply help occasionally with providing 
meals or transportation.   
 
For help this summer, or to add your name to our roster of helpers, please contact any member 
of the Caring team, which includes Diane Halley, Dot Hodder, Jeanette Koshar, Jeannie Lennon, 
Beth O'Connell, Kami O'Keeffe, Betsy Randall-David, Jo-Ann Skinner, and Rev. Cheryl M. 
Walker. You may contact one of us directly, or via the Caring team email at Caring@uucwnc.org. 
Jeanette Koshar will be the coordinator for May, Kami O'Keeffe will chair in June, and Dot 
Hodder will be chair for July and August.    

 

 
  

mailto:Caring@uucwnc.org
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MAY 2022 CALENDAR  
 

 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES DIRECTORY  

PRESIDENT: ELIZABETH MACLEOD 
VICE PRESIDENT: BECKI SCHREIBER 

SECRETARY: CORNELIA MAXTED 
ROBERT DEMKO 
JANE HORRELL 
JERRY HURWITZ 
RAINE MORGAN 
KAMI OõKEEFFE 
PETER RAWITSCH 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES EMAIL ADDRESS: BOARD@UUCWNC.ORG 
 

TREASURER: JOHN GRIGSBY 
TREASURER@UUCWNC.ORG 


