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Office Hours

MINISTER Month Worship Schedule

REV. CHERYL M. WALKER
TueEsDAY  11am 6 4pPM

WEDNESDAY 11AM d4PM Mav 1 Pamela Waite &
THURSDAY 11aM 0 4PM ay Jimmy Reeves
AND BY APPOINTMENT
May 8 Rev. Cheryl
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
LESLIE O © GBINOR
MONDAY 10:3@M - 3:30M May 15 :\?/Iev' (blherﬁ New
WEDNESDAY 10:3@M - 3:30°M ember
THURSDAY 10:30WM - 3:30°M .
May 22 Poetry Service
ADMINISTRATOR
JULIE BURCHAM
TUESDAY 9AM & 2PM May 29 Rev. Cheryl

WEDNESDAY 9AM 0O 2PM
THURSDAY 9AM O 2PM
FRIDAY 9AM 6 2PM

*Subject to changeleaseall ahead
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THE TIME DRAWSNIGH BY REV. CHERYL M. WALKER

The time is drawingjgh, and |, we, can no longer live in denial. On"JulwHl leave the church

for the very last time. My last Sunday is Jule8hnically | will be on vacation for the month of
July, but in reality, | will no longer be your minister. When |mydedter to you in late October
announcing the end of my tenure, this da
| dm not ready. But in truth, | am ready.
yet). | am just not reatty say goodbye. | am ready to leave but not ready to go.

There are still more things to do. We welcome new members dhahklag. We have not had

a new member recognition since 2019, so we will welcome anyone who joined since then.
some administrative things to do, | have sermons to write, | have pastoral calls to make. My
Is still open to you to come in anaistill one of my favorite things to do.

There are the personal things to do as well. Pack a house, sell a house. Is everyone amaz:
amount of stuff we accumulate? | think we live to the space we have, the more space the
stuff. Inthethirt en years wedve |ived into every i
overwhelms me. The list of final things to do grows every day.

| have begun to think about all the things | will miss. First, naturally, will be you. In the cours
my minstry with you | have developed a deep love for you. | learned your stories and | loved
laughter and your tears. In the tender moments we have shared, in the joyous moments w
created, in the hard moments we have endured, in all the momentsdiehsiva loved you.
Surprisingly, | shall miss the meetings. The Board meetings, the committee and team meeti
of them. In the meetings | see how dedicated people are to the health and wellbeing o
congregation. There is an energy that happé¢he room (online or physically) when people have
gathered to do their ministries.

| shall miss Julie and Leslie. Especially, during the years of pandemic isolation, we kept eac
Together we are a team and have an unshakeable bond. They are my sistersspirgtoos,

my comedic team. | love them.

| shall miss the beach ahd bcean. | have been spoiled by the proximity of our gorgeous beact
Being able to just go and see the life renewing waves of the water, the sense of the infin
ocean imparts to me, has become a part of my spiritgakselfwill miss Wilminm.

The time is indeed near, but it is not here. Let us continue our journey together, until the jou
ends.

Many Kind Blessings and Love,

Rev. Cheryl
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MINISTERIAL TRANSITION UPDATE BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

May is a busy time for the Interim MiniS&election Process. The Board's packet team submitte
our congregationegcord in late April, and Ministers seeking new congregations have pored ¢
their options at Transitional Ministries Chapter meetings. UUCWNC is onetabfifti)

congregations sking an Interim Minister in 2022.

Our interview team of Becki Schreiber, Jerry Hurwitz, and Raine Morgan is scheduled to re
a list of 28 interested candidates on May 2. They will review each candidate's application me
check references, sdhke and perform interviews, and then discuss with the entire Board towa
the end of the second week of May. The Board will submit our first choice, second choice, a

on by Monday, May 16.

The UUA Transitions Office then gathers expressed preferehdhe congregations and

ministers and advises both parties on likely outcomes of potential offers. May 18 is the date
the Board extends an offer to the selected Interim Minister. We hope to celebrate an acc
offer before the end of this mon#iternatively, we receive a second list of candidates to intervie

in round two.

Meanwhile, let's plan to celebrate Reverend Cheryl's ministry with an Evening of Celebratio
Farewell on Friday, June 10. Thank you for reading this update!




May 202 THE BEACON 6] Page
A SUMMER BOOK @ THE 2022UU COMMON READ BY LESLIE
O O @BINOR LIFESPAN RE DIRECTOR

Summer is almost heaad our little spiritual community will soon be scattered across the count
indeed the world, as members of our congregation take off on travels to visit family and ex
sites as yet unseen. To ride a rollercoaster or to hike a mountaimaati at the Capitol. As

our face masks come off oOstaycationso ar e
get out of town. | dondt care where. Just

That is how | feel, anyway. | have no good travel plans to look forward to yet, bifi¢ jrihay |
best experiences happen with a toudpohtaneityand | planto be spontaneouSo, | have
strong feelings of needing to get away, and yet at the same time, | feel the need to remain cor
d indeed to strengthénmy connection to this chir.cOur church is going through momentous
change it needs me. And when | have a crying jag because the song Zombies comes on
The Cranberries while I dm putting on my n
you better believe | need ohurch. And its people.

As wedve al/l | earned the hard way, one wz¢
to facilitate a summer book discussion gamaipdo it with a few zoom meetings, rather than in
person. That way, one may read the badkattend the meetings no matter where in the worlc
you are! Well, as |l ong as you arenodot off

The UUAOs 20 2 2 DetuadireanSafet\RWEithodit Polise, Prisons or Punishment,
by Zach Norris.

Zach Norris shifts theonversation about public safety away from fear and punishment a
toward support systems for our families and commuimti2@sfund Feaxorris explores what
has gone wrong, and why, and who has been most harmed by repressive and racist p
systemsHe offers a new blueprint for public safety that holds people accountable while
holding them in communitidorris is a lawyer and community organizer who until early 202
served as Executive Director of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rightisund C2A.

When | consider the Common Read book selec
over the past decade, | take note that many of
have antracist themes. And franklspmetimed
cont empl at etomdngntiracisteh@mee
books and shoubdary our theme§ henl recall this
picture, which is burned into mgtina,and | will see
ittiitheday ldieThi s was taken
nothi story | dm | ooki Thhe
committee is selecting the books we need. Anc
congregation will be betterrftaving read ang
discussed it.ook for UU Common Read discussi
group details in upcoming UUDigests.
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SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE

AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION AND
FAREWELL FOR REV. CHERYL

JUNE 10, 2022

6:00 - 9:00PM
4313 LAKE AVENUE, WILMINGTON, NC 28403

INVITATION TO FOLLOW

1IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO HER MONETARY GIFT
PLEASE MAILBY JUNE 3 TO
4313 LAKE AVE., WILMINGTON, NC 28403
ATTN: JULIE PLEASE NOTE ‘CMW’ ON THE MEMO LINE

OR A CARD
PLEASE MAILBY JUNE 3 TO
4313 LAKE AVE, WILMINGTON, NC 28403
ATTN: JULIE/CMW
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THANK YOuU BY THE GENEROUS LIFE TEAM

...for siding with love and pledging during our 2022 Pledge Drive. Your generosity will
help make it possible for us to fund our congregational needs for the coming year. If
you have not yet pledged, but plan to do so, please complete and send in your pledge
card, drop your card at church or pledge online at www.uucwnc.org/pledge. The final
pledge numbers are used to create the budget.

Fun and fellowship at
the April 3
Pledge Drive Kick-Off.
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MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT TEAM (MET) NEWS

=v',.f1;§& 53 ;?‘
Next Walk & Talk B
The next Walk & Talk is scheduled for Thursday, May 12t/
11 AM12 Noon at HalyburtoRark (4099 S. 17th Street,
near the Cameron Art Museum).

This is a wonderful time of the year for a casual stroll.
We meet at Shelter 2 (restrooms are adjacent).

Annual Cookout in June
Mark your calendar for our Annual Cookout. It will be on Suhdeg/,19th at Long Leaf Park, Shelter
6, starting at 12:00 noon. More information will be provided next month.

Sunday Greeters & Welcome Table

Would you I|Ii ke to be a Greeter or host the
simple ad fun to do. You can select the day and time (service) you prefer. The Greeters are organi:
Joan M. and the Welcome Table is overseen by Eile®tedBe express your interest via
MET@uucwnc.orand Jan or Eileen will be touch.

Remember to share your suggestions for activities that foster engagement, promote fellowship, an
the community. Simply email ug/&tT @uucwnc.org

FuLL MooN WOMEN & CIRCLE

May2022

Mayods full moon was known as:¢
cultures.

In ancient agrarian communities the month of May was the start of stimrbeginning of the quarter
of the year with the most sunlight. The Celts celebrated the festival of Beltane at this time and a
Romans celebrated the festivals of Bonaabdd;loralia. During Beltane bon fires were lit to welcome
back the sun and for blessings and protection of crops and animals. In ancient RomegBlo@a Dec
0 good gdovdasdchensred@xclusively by women for fertility, and the festival Floredikelrased

in honor of Flora, goddess of Spring and the protector of seeds, plants and flowers. Not unlike
ancient ancestors, we also honor this quarter of the year. We go about it with trips to garden cente
plant sales in search of plants torist our bodies and spirits with their beauty. We lovingly plant thet
with the fervent hope that there will be enough rain to sustain them and take walks in our neighborl
and parks admiring signs of new grouitle return of leaves and flowers.

Our own May gathering will be led by Robin B. on Magt17/7PM at the home of Kami O. All women
of any age are welcome to attdhgiou are not on our mailing list but have questions about Full Moor
or would like to participate in our gathering, pkasd us at: fullmoon@uucwnc.org.


mailto:MET@uucwnc.org
mailto:MET@uucwnc.org
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TIME AND TALENT SHOW

We are planning an Evening of Fun and Entertainment in the Fellowship oMiasidz3.We

are looking for members and friends with a talent of anyPéeaise contact Warren Elliott at

WHEFROG@AOL.COM or 9166123245

N EWCOMER®& CORNER

| was born and raised in Stoughton, Massachuygg
and have been a UU all my life. My husband Pa
| have been married for 44 years and have}
daughters, a grandson and are expecting &
grandbaby in November. | have worked as
educator for more than thirty years, teac
communication skills, theater arts and English.
currently teaching CPR classes for the Red Cros
will soon st conducting ghost tours in Myrt
Beach. We moved from Georgia to Carolina S
in 2019 and | have been a member of UUC
since 2020. | was formerly a member of the Cle
Fellowship and am happy to have found my way ¢
Some people may knownseao The NC
found her Dbirth father
During the pandemic, | published a book chlledo}
My Genesghich tells of my journey through the wj
of DNA testing. The story went viral about a

ago, and | am currentlynder contract for & /]

documentary with Beyond Productions. |

Kathy Gillgrist
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N OTES FROM THE CARING TEAM |
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring team pro
short term support, care, and assistance to UUCW membe

friends who arexperiencing illness, injury, or crisis.

Please let the Caring team know if there are ways in which we might be able to hedp you
head into the summewe can provide meals or help with grocery shopping if you are struggl
with anillness, arrange rides to medical appointments or visits to you at home or hospital,
cards, make phone calls, or help locate medical equipment.

We are always seeking helpers for the Caring team, whether you'd like to be active on thi
(includingneetings and being coordinator for a month), or simply help occasionally with provic
meals or transportation.

For help this summer, or to add your name to our roster of helpers, please contact any me
of the Caring team, which includes Diane ydllet Hodder, Jeanette Koshar, Jeannie Lennon
Beth O'Connell, Kami O'KeeffBetsy Randaldavid, JeAnn Skinner, and Rev. Cheryl M.
Walker. You may contact one of us directly, or via the Caring team @anai @uucwnc.org
Jeanette Koshar will be the coordinator for May, Kami O'Keeffe will chair in June, and Dot
Hodder will be chair for July and August.

*

* % %
Remember and Honor

MEMORIAL

S
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MAY 2022CALENDAR

BOARD OF TRUSTEES DIRECTORY

PRESIDENT: ELIZABETH MACLEOD
VICE PRESIDENT: BECKI SCHREIBER
SECRETARY. CORNELIA MAXTED
ROBERTDEMKO
JANE HORRELL
JERRYHURWITZ
RAINE MORGAN
KAMI O O BEFFE
PETER RAWITSCH
BOARD OF TRUSTEESEEMAIL ADDRESS BOARD@UUCWNC.ORG

TREASURERJOHN GRIGSBY
TREASURERQUUCWNC.ORG



