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Office Hours
MINISTER
REV. CHERYL M. WALKER
TUESDAY
11AM – 4PM
WEDNESDAY 11AM – 4PM
THURSDAY 11AM – 4PM
AND BY APPOINTMENT
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Month Worship Schedule
Oct. 3

Rev. Cheryl

Oct. 10

Rev. Cheryl

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION
LESLIE O’CONNOR
MONDAY 10:30AM - 3:30PM
WEDNESDAY 10:30AM - 3:30PM
THURSDAY 10:30AM - 3:30PM

Oct. 17

Thea Hagepanos

Oct. 24

Pamela Waite

ADMINISTRATOR
JULIE BURCHAM
TUESDAY 9AM – 2PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM – 2PM
THURSDAY 9AM – 2PM
FRIDAY 9AM – 2PM

Oct. 31

Rev. Cheryl

*Subject to change - please call ahead
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OFF AND RUNNING BY REV. CHERYL M. WALKER
I can’t say enough about how much I loved our Homecoming Picnic. It was such a
good idea to meet in the park especially because we usually have such good weather
this time of year. I wonder why we never thought to do it before. Sometimes we need
circumstances to change for us to think differently about the way we do things. Maybe
we’ll make it a tradition.
There were over 70 people who attended, which is more than we usually have at our end of year
picnic. It was good to see people in three dimensions, and good to see some folks we haven’t seen
in over a year. Most of us looked the same but some of us looked a little different, a new hair style,
a new hair color. All of us looked wonderful because of all the smiles and joy that was in the air.
It was a great way to kick off a new church year. And we are off and running so to speak. The
Committee For Ministry (CFM) is working on an evaluation of my ministry with you. It’s been a
long time since the last one, and I welcome the feedback. They and I have been working hard for
months on a process that would be open and fair, while inviting people to be honest. There are
more details in this issue of the Beacon, and I invite you to look for your invitation to the survey
via email.
The Membership and Engagement Team (MET) is making plans for more outdoor events where
we can gather safely, beginning with Singing Under the Skies this month. If you attended the picnic
one of the best moments was when we sing our Shalom together. It was nice to be able to sing
together, something we couldn’t do if we were in person in the sanctuary. The MET is thinking
about how we stay connected, not only in these disconnected times, but always.
Your Board of Trustees has plans for the coming year that are both exciting and challenging for
us. From a Building Planning Team to
exploring adopting the Eighth Principle
(https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/).
They will also be spending time this year crafting a new vision for the congregation. So, look to
their articles and communications because they will need your involvement.
Our Director of Lifespan Religious Education is starting a program on Spiritual Practices that will
be in person. What’s exciting about this is that it is not just talking about spiritual practice but
engaging them. And she and I are planning an in person Welcome Class for November.
Those are just a few of the many things that are on our horizon as we begin this new year. And of
course, we are all looking forward to the day when we worship together in the sanctuary together
again. We do not know what the year will bring, but if the beginning of the year is any indication,
it will be interesting to say the least. I hope you take advantage of all the opportunities you will
have to participate in the life and the future of your church home.
Many kind blessings and much love,
Rev. Cheryl
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STORYTELLERS BY LESLIE O’CONNOR
“There is no time limit on reading a book but there is a time limit on a child’s
inquisitiveness.” – Trelease
When we return to in-person services I will be asking everyone to volunteer to teach Sunday School
for one or two Sundays. A main component of each lesson for the K-2nd graders will be reading a
book to the students. I’ve learned that in a UU classroom, that means reading a book with the
children, not to the children! We have several great storytellers in our congregation, but I thought
I’d drop a few tips for those who may be less experienced.
Before Reading
Make sure everyone is comfortable. You may choose to sit in a chair while the children gather
around you on the floor, allowing everyone to see pictures clearly. Especially with the younger
kids, get them to shake the wiggles out and settle down. Mood is an important factor in listening.
Create anticipation. Be sure to read the book through to yourself before reading to an audience.
You don’t have to be in character but use plenty of expression and change the tone of your voice
to fit the dialogue.
Introduce the author. Show the cover of the book. Can the children guess what it is about just by
seeing the cover design? What do they already know about the topic? Provide information about
the setting, characters and when the story takes place. Set a purpose for reading and signal that the
reading will begin by saying something like: “I’m going to begin reading. Listen carefully to see if you can
figure out what problem Stellaluna had and how it was solved.”
During Reading
Ask questions and elaborate on ideas to help with comprehension. Make sure to define unfamiliar
words and clarify difficult concepts (What did the birds and bats learn from each other? How can people
learn from each other?) Make predictions – what will happen next? What makes you think that? More deeply
interpret the meaning of the book (do you think Stellaluna meant to be naughty by hanging by her feet?)
Children will also ask you questions. Answer their questions patiently, don’t ignore them or put
them off. Discuss the illustrations and how they relate to the story. Stop periodically and have
children recap what has happened so far. Fill in the gaps of missing information or clarify
misconceptions.
After Reading
Give children a minute to reflect on the reading. Ask them to describe their favorite part or why
it was their favorite. Review the problem and how it was solved. Why did characters in the story behave
the way they did? Would the children behave the same or would they handle it differently? Help children make
connections between the events in the story and their own lives. (Have you ever felt out of place like
Stellaluna did? How did you feel? What did you do?) Help them make connections between the story and
the principles of Unitarian Universalism. Which principle(s) would help guide your decisions on how to act
in this situation?
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Remember, these are just some tips to use if you need them. Each lesson plan will include an art
project or other activity to support the book’s lesson. You may choose to introduce the activity
first and then begin a more thorough discussion of the book while the children are working on
their projects. The children will make you feel comfortable and at home in the classroom very
quickly and you will know just what to do!
Shalom.
Leslie O’Connor, Lifespan Religious Education Director

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

Thursdays starting October 14th
6:45 – 8:00 pm

Facilitated by Leslie O’Connor
Experience a variety of spiritual practices and develop your own disciplines of the spirit that
connect you with the sacred.
Spiritual Practice affirms religious diversity while seeking unity in our communal quest for
meaning and wholeness. Each session offers a forum for learning, sharing, and growth that can
enrich our personal faith journeys. Join us on Thursdays at 6:45 pm in the Sanctuary as we
explore practices such as meditation, prayer, mindful walking and eating and more. Weekly
topics will be posted in Weekly Digest and registration is not required – come to all sessions or
just a few, but we are limited to 16 participants, first come first serve.
The first session on October 14th will provide an overview to help you get grounded in
the program.
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UU FL’OUR’ISHING! BY BECKI SCHREIBER BOT VP
Paul and I have been members of UUCWNC since 2013 when we
relocated to North Carolina after 30 years in Maine. We became
‘converts’ to Unitarian Universalist values around 1990 and
raised our kids in a flourishing UU congregation. Upon looking
for a warmer place to retire, we were certain that our new
community must have a UU congregation for us to join.
This was an absolute on our checklist.
I am honored to begin my second year serving on our Board of
Trustees (BOT)…also serving as Vice President. I signed up for the
3-year BOT commitment for several reasons. My most pressing motive is
that I want to help our congregation flourish! I believe the time is now! Let
me repeat that with my sincere heartfelt emotion: I would like to see OUR
congregation FL’OUR’ISH!
I believe that if our spiritual community is to thrive in any way…going forward…we need to
recognize the importance of OUR. How would you personally like to see our congregation
improve? And what part will you take to help us grow stronger, deeper, and better? I hope that
YOU will join me in taking ownership of the OUR in FLOURISH!
Here are a few ideas to get started…some very simple:
▪ Get involved! Join in on a fun activity and/or enjoy volunteering.
▪ Check out our UUCWNC website to learn ways to engage… so many opportunities within
our congregation and beyond https://www.uucwnc.org/
▪ Read our weekly UUDigest…its jam-packed with news each week!
▪ Consider an initiative (calling upon our values) from our Social Justice Ministry.
▪ Take a class…. Spiritual Practice? This I Believe? Join the book group?
▪ Support our Youth programs. Ask Leslie how you can help. (leslie@uucwnc.org)
▪ Complete each survey when asked. Our (your) honest input is valuable and vital for our
congregation health.
▪ Share your reflections with a member of the Committee for Ministry.
▪ Reach out to the greater UU community. The Unitarian Universalist Association
https://www.uua.org/beliefs has many resources for us.
▪ Attend a Unitarian Universalist retreat. There is one in North Carolina!
https://www.themountainrlc.org/
Thank you for considering…and have fun
flourishing!
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SINGING UNDER THE SKY BY STACY KITT
It may be a while until we can meet in the Sanctuary and sing as a congregation but that doesn’t
mean we can’t sing together under the sky! Please join us for what we hope will be the first of
many Singing Under the Sky gatherings at 4:00pm on Sunday October 3, 2021, in Longleaf
Park. We will meet in the copse of trees just to the left of shelter No. 6. If it’s raining, we’ll
meet in shelter No. 6.
This is an outdoor, socially distanced event. Masks are optional. Please bring your own chairs
and set them up six or more feet from the next person or family group. Check in with each
other so everyone is comfortable with the distancing and spacing. If you are not vaccinated, we
lovingly and respectfully request that you do not join us for this particular event.
Feel free to bring your acoustic instruments and your voice or to come and just listen. We have
12 copies of Rise up singing, please bring your copy if you have one.
The shelter has been reserved from 3:00-7:00pm so there will be time for fellowship before and
after we sing.
(Shelter No. 6 is a little easier to find if you come in the back entrance on Pine Grove Drive,
which is between Longleaf Drive and Oleander Drive. It's on the right just past the splash park.)
For more information, please call or text Stacy Kitt:
(518) 495-7436
Or by email at: stacykitt@mac.com
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EVALUATION OF OUR MINISTER BY SARA JARVIS
The Committee for Ministry (CFM) was formed by the Board of Trustees this spring for the
purpose of evaluating all the ministries of UUCWNC over the next three years. We were asked to
begin with the evaluation of our minister and, once that is completed, to evaluate the other
ministries of the church (e.g., caring, membership, generous life, etc.).
The committee is composed of six UU members (Jimmy Reeves, Jeanette Koshar, Doris Chew,
Dave Pollock, Jo Ann Skinner, and Sara Jarvis). Rev. Cheryl M. Walker is an ex-officio member
and has been instrumental in helping us include items that will be most helpful to her in her work
with the church.
The CFM has worked together over the past several months to create a process that we hope will
capture the full spectrum on Rev. Cheryl’s work—from the things she does beautifully and the
things that could be improved. In October we will offer the congregation an opportunity to weigh
in with their views of her ministry to the church and its members and friends.
We have created a survey that will be emailed out in mid-October. It includes both a numerical
rating as well as spaces for written comments. We encourage you to participate and to include
comments that illustrate the rationale for your ratings.
Since it will be a large batch email, the surveys will be sent out from the UUCW office but will not
be returned there. Instead, the “submit” link at the end of the survey will send your responses
directly to Jimmy Reeves who will remove your name and email address from the survey. CFM
members will see the data only after the personal information has been removed by Jimmy. Rev.
Cheryl will not see any raw data; she will, instead, receive summaries of survey results.
We encourage you to participate in this process. The CFM and Rev. Cheryl thank you ahead of
time for your participation in this important evaluation.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sara Jarvis at sarajarvis56@gmail.com.
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HAVE YOU MET THE MET? BY BOB H.
If not, then let us introduce ourselves. We are the UUCWNC Membership Engagement Team –
the MET. Unlike the MET in New York, we don’t host an annual fashion-oriented gala. But we
do foster the entire UUCWNC family’s involvement in all types of activities related to our
mission as a Congregation. The MET facilitates the involvement of all members, friends, visitors,
and the community-at-large into the life of our Congregation, fostering a sense of belonging and
promoting meaningful connections with each other and the greater Wilmington community.
We do this gladly and in the spirit of helping everyone feel engaged in ways that are meaningful
and uplifting for themselves and others. The MET generates ideas for various activities that
respond to the members’ desires for involvement. Team members also take responsibility for
providing new attendees and members with a Welcome Packet. When we have on-site services
(hopefully soon), the MET members join with other congregants to serve as greeters and assist
newcomers, answer their questions, and introduce them to others at the Welcome Table.
We also foster activities that are fun and allow everyone to participate. For example, Jessica H.
planned and implemented the Homecoming Cookout in early September at Long Leaf Park. We
thank Jessica and the other volunteers for the wonderful event. Similarly, Stacy K. and Peter R.
have organized a sing-along at Long Leaf Park on Sunday, October 3rd, from 4 to 7 PM.
Everyone is invited to join the group of musicians for “Singing Under the Stars.”
The MET seeks your ideas for ways to promote fellowship and engagement by congregants of all
ages. Creative and fun activities are especially welcome. Share your ideas with any MET
member. And now, meet the MET!

Sylvia Q., Eileen B., Pat W.

Richard M.

Dennis & Joan M.

Stacy K.

Bob & Linda H.
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SHOW UP FOR THE CHILDREN OF NORTH CAROLINA BY PETER
RAWITSCH, SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
There are many ways to become involved with social justice in our community and state. One easy
way is to “show up.”
On Monday, October 18th at 10:00am at Bicentennial Plaza (16 W Jones Street, Raleigh, NC
27601) in front of the NC Legislature**, Pastors for NC Children, a nonprofit
ministry mobilizing faith communities for public education, invites clergy, faith
leaders, and allies willing to stand with them to gather in support of North
Carolina's 1.4 million school children to ensure they receive the "sound basic
education" the NC Constitution guarantees. They are gathering just before the
important court hearing in the Leandro v. State of North Carolina court case.
Superior Court Judge David Lee has given lawmakers until October 15 to fully fund a school
improvement plan that calls for $5.6 billion in new K-12 funding by 2028. The funding will only
cover the basic needs for education including a “competent, certified, well-trained teacher... in
every classroom,” a “well-trained, competent principal... in every school,” and “resources
necessary to support the effective instructional program” in every school. An October 18th hearing
has been set to discuss the next steps if an agreement has not been reached to fully fund the plan.
Pastors for NC Children laments the 27 years since that case began that determined North Carolina
is not living up to its constitutional obligations and is leaving too many students behind, especially
students of color and economically disadvantaged students. They call on the NC Legislature to
fully enact the Leandro Plan as required by the Courts.
More information about the history and the specifics of the Leandro case can be found here:
https://www.publicschoolsfirstnc.org/know-the-issues/sound-basic-education-leandro/
Our 2nd UU Principal (Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.) calls us to show up.
We have a moral obligation to care for children, and that includes providing them the basic
education needed to flourish.
I am organizing a delegation from our congregation to participate in this event. Let me know if you’re able to “show
up” in Raleigh. It’s a two-hour drive.
Masks are required and COVID-safe social distancing will be observed. Clergy
Collar/Stole/Religious dress is encouraged. If you have one, you can wear your yellow “Side with
love.” shirt or sweatshirt. T-shirts and sweatshirts can be ordered from here:
https://www.uuabookstore.org/Side-with-Love-C1401.aspx
You can park in one of these parking sites:
• The Visitors Lot #1 for the State Government Complex, located across the street from the NC
History Museum (for GPS purposes, navigate to 100 E. Jones St. You can also enter from E.
Edenton St.)
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SHOW UP FOR THE CHILDREN OF NC CONTINUED…
• The Visitors Lot #2 for the State Government Complex, located in the 300 block of North
Salisbury Street and can also be accessed from N. McDowell Street (for GPS purposes, navigate
to 333 N. Salisbury St.)
• The Green Square parking deck/Visitors Lot #3 for the State Government Complex is at the
corner of Edenton and McDowell Streets, behind the Nature Research Center (NRC). The
entrance to the deck is on Edenton between Salisbury and McDowell Streets. (for GPS purposes,
navigate to 120 W Edenton St.)
More information about the event and the Leandro case is available at: https://everychildnc.org
and https://pastorsforncchildren.org.
(**Note: Time and location will be finalized once permits are obtained. Sign up here for updates
as they finalize details: https://bit.ly/PNCC1018)
If you have any questions, contact Peter Rawitsch at rawitschp@mac.com.

UU CARING COMMITTEE: A SHORT HISTORY BY JILL POLLOCK
The Caring Committee has always been a small group of mostly women who do what they can to
help and support UU members. It’s impressive to note that as a UU Committee, the Caring Team
has been active for 30 years. It was in 1991, under the leadership of former inter-minister Reverend
Emily Palmer, that the group was formally organized. We have now been providing meals, rides,
companionship and assisting our UU congregation in many untold ways for 30 years.
Coordinating with Reverend Cheryl, it is with commitment and some pride that our present caring
team continues to provide support and assistance to UU members and friends. Living in the times
of COVID has required some adjustment but we continue to reach out in many ways, especially
through cards and phone calls. We have access to a few pieces of durable medical equipment that
we can deliver for use during convalescence. Along with organizing meal preparation and delivery
we are now able to offer occasional rides to those fully vaccinated and free of COVID symptoms.
We urge you to contact us if we can assist as you recuperate or adjust to new life challenges. The
Caring Team appreciate the generosity of our UU family for their many gifts of compassion as we
continue this UU tradition.
Caring Committee members are Toni Aberson, Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Dot Hodder,
Jeanette Koshar, Jeannie Lennon, Kami O’Keeffe, Jill Pollock, Betsy Randall- David, and Rev.
Cheryl M. Walker.
Jeanette is our Caring Committee Coordinator for the month of
October. You can contact her directly or through the caring
committee email (caring@uucwnc.org).
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES DIRECTORY
PRESIDENT: ELIZABETH MACLEOD
VICE PRESIDENT: BECKI SCHREIBER
SECRETARY: CORNELIA MAXTED
ROBERT DEMKO
JANE HORRELL
JERRY HURWITZ
RAINE MORGAN
KAMI O’KEEFFE
PETER RAWITSCH
BOARD OF TRUSTEES EMAIL ADDRESS: BOARD@UUCWNC.ORG
TREASURER: JOHN GRIGSBY
TREASURER@UUCWNC.ORG

