UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
CONGREGATION OF
WILMINGTON
BEACON
MARCH 2020
OFFICE HOURS

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MINISTER
REV. CHERYL M. WALKER
TUESDAY
11AM – 4PM
WEDNESDAY 11AM – 4PM
THURSDAY
11AM – 4PM
AND BY APPOINTMENT
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
LESLIE O’CONNOR
MONDAY
10:30AM - 3:30PM
WEDNESDAY 10:30AM - 3:30PM
THURSDAY 10:30AM - 3:30PM
ADMINISTRATOR
JULIE BURCHAM
TUESDAY
9AM – 2PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM – 2PM
THURSDAY 9AM – 2PM
FRIDAY
9AM – 2PM
*SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE CALL
AHEAD

MAR. 1

REV. JUNE HIGHFILL

MAR. 8

WELCOMING CONGREGATION
TEAM

MAR. 15

PAMELA WAITE, DAVE POLLOCK
W/CHOIR

MAR. 22

JERRY WINSETT

MAR. 29

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

UUCWNC BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT: DON SMITH
VICE PRESIDENT: BETH O’CONNELL
SECRETARY: CORNELIA MAXTED
KAREN GOTTOVI
MIKE HOSICK
JIM LUDWIG
BETH O’CONNELL
PAMELA WAITE
TREASURER: JOHN GRIGSBY

WWW.UUCWNC.ORG

4313 LAKE AVE, WILMINGTON NC 28403  910-392-6454

MARCH 2020

THE BEACON

2|PAGE

BOARD OF Trustees
The State Of The Church….sort of
I have been a member of the Board of Trustees since July 2018. I had been asked to fill a vacancy.
I was pleased to do so as personal and business commitments have kept me from participating in
much of church life in recent years.
Our Board performs functions common to other denominations with the principle difference
being that Unitarian-Universalism is not a faith constrained by covenants, creeds, confessions or
infallible doctrine written in stone and obligingly conformed to. We have 200+ years of experience
and the Eight Principles which all endorse and hopefully embrace in our communal and private lives.
The saying goes that UU principles are “written in pencil” so they can be more easily changed as
circumstances change. Nobody gets excommunicated, defrocked or cast out into the Darkness in
our tribe. Nobody transgresses here. We govern ourselves according to our own rules and craft
our vision as we see fit.
UUCWNC Board of Trustees is comprised of a group of nine (with two current vacancies)
members with widely varying faith and life experiences. They are bright, accomplished and wellintentioned individuals willing to devote a part of their time to the governance of their church on
behalf of the larger membership. They deal in large part with issues of policy and how it impacts
communications with the congregation and its many self-directed committees that do the footwork
of any faith community. We strive to be sensitive to how the vision of the church is being realized
and how we can accommodate it in actual ways. Sounds lofty? It sometimes is. Some of our time
is spent brainstorming and at other times it’s dotting i’s and crossing t’s. What we hope to
accomplish is to be able to present a message that The State of The Church is good. Our financial
position is favorable, we have an honored presence in the larger community, we have expanded
membership and we continue to attract newcomers. Do we have challenges? Off course we do,
we’re UU’s. Blessed Be.
Mike Hosick

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Rev. Cheryl is on sabbatical the month of March.
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A Note from your Faith Formation Director
…in which she daydreams about being the UUA Ware Lecturer or writing the Ware
lecture or, okay, just actually listening to the Ware lecture.
I recently learned that this year’s Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) General Assembly’s
keynote speaker will be Naomi Klein – a journalist, author and teacher whom I have read and
greatly admire. It made me wonder who past speakers were – who were UU’s of the past reaching
out to for inspiration?
So down the rabbit hole I went! The Ware Lecture started in 1922 and is what past UUA President
William Sinkford described as a “UU outsider telling us what we ought to be paying attention to”.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Kurt Vonnegut, Norman Lear, Elaine Pagels, Mary Oliver, Van Jones and
Cornel West were all Ware Lecturers at UUA General Assemblies gone by.
Looking at the list of previous lecturers, it’s easy to see that the UUA is keeping up with the times,
remaining relevant in a constantly changing world. I’m proud that the organization supporting my
chosen faith consistently selects keynote speakers who are known not just for their passionate
causes, but for their ability to persuade and lead people to action for a more just and peaceful
world, and clearly supporting our eight principles.
Naomi Klein’s recent writings have focused on global climate change and the inevitable inequities
that will become our harsh reality as we, as a People, come to deal with it. We’re already seeing
‘Disaster Capitalism’ (Puerto Rico as an example) as corporations, governments and individuals
profit from natural disasters at the expense of its less powerful, voiceless victims. I’ve already
written one Beacon column this year focused on global warming, so I guess I’m on the UUA trend
– though I’d rather not be in this case.
If you’re unable to attend this year’s General Assembly in Providence, RI, June 24-28 check out
the uua.org website. They post almost-live updates on the activities, speeches and decisions made
during this annual conference. You will be inspired by witnessing our UU principles turned into
immediate action with conviction!
Shalom,
Leslie O’Connor
dre@uufwilmington.org
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GENEROUS LIFE TEAM
GRATITUDE AND GENEROSITY
“Gratitude is like breathing in – letting ourselves be touched by the goodness in others and in our world.
Generosity is like breathing out – sensing our mutual belonging and offering our care. When we are awake and
whole, breathing in and out happens naturally. But these beautiful expressions of our heart become blocked when
we are dominated by the fear and grasping of our survival brain.”
From Tara Brach
Our congregation is a very generous one. Members freely give of their time both for activities
within the church and within our larger communities. We celebrate that.
Over the past few months the Generous Life Team has been cataloguing some of the various work
groups and volunteer efforts of the congregation. We’ve been overwhelmed (and overjoyed) to
see how many of our members and friends are deeply involved in our worship services, in the
maintenance and beautification of our facility, in our service for members and for community
groups, and in our entertainment and social connection groups. It’s as if generosity is a natural
process – like breathing out – that many of us do without restraint. We belong; we care; we open
our hearts to others. It’s who we are. It’s what we do.
What some of us may struggle with is the gratitude side of the equation – the breathing in part of
the cycle in Tara Brach’s description. We give so naturally we come to see it as part of our identity:
We are the givers rather than the receivers.
However, if we are to be balanced as healthy humans, we must also be open to receiving gratitude.
We must be willing to let in others’ appreciations for what we bring and avoid the “Oh, it’s
nothing.” or “Well, I know others do a lot more.”
Receiving gratitude for our offerings – however small they may seem to us – is important for us
and for those who appreciate us. It signals those thanking us that they have been heard and the
compliment has been acknowledged.
And beyond the simple interaction of being thanked is the feeling of “being touched by the
goodness in others and in our world”. Perhaps in no other time in our country’s history is the
recognition and acknowledgment of goodness so important and so necessary for our mental,
physical, and social health.
Hear us when we say, thank you for all you do.
The Generous Life Team
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MARCH 2019 FULL MOON
The March Full Moon was once called the Full Worm Moon by some. The
arrival of the Vernal Equinox in March marks the end of Winter and the
beginning of Spring when earthworms begin to emerge and we in the South
begin our planting season.
Come join our March Gathering taking place at the home of Sandra M. on Tuesday, March 10th at
7 PM. Therese L. will lead our ritual.
All women of any age are welcome to come to these gatherings, however the number able to attend
will be determined by the hostess depending on how many she can accommodate in her home. If
you would like to join us, please RSVP Sandra by email, phone or text, or use the Full Moon’s
email address: fullmoon @ uufwilmington.org. (This website can also be used for any questions
or for information about the Full Moon gatherings.)

Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring Committee provide short term
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or
crisis. We are here for you. Please let us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church or the
doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in strictest
confidence.
We would like to welcome two new members to our team: Cathy Campau and Jeanette Koshar.
We would also like to offer our best wishes for a speedy recovery to those of our members who
have recently experienced illness.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference within our beloved community, consider joining
us or offering to make a meal, give a ride or provide a visit when needed. If you are interested
contact any of our members: Cathy Campau, Carol Ann Davis, Diane Halley, Jeanette Koshar,
Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami O'Keeffe, Jill Pollock, Betsy Randall-David, and Rev. Cheryl M.
Walker. The Caring Committee Chair for March is Tina Schenk.
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3rd Sunday Open House
Sunday, March 15 from 4-7 p.m.
Home of Sally Freeman and John Juraschek
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new people,
connect with old friends, enjoy stimulating conversation and eat
delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so bring something to share.
Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or
call the Office at 910-392-6454 for details.
Hosts are needed for our summer and fall Open House events.
Would you consider hosting in July, August, September, or November?
If so, please contact Jill Pollock at 785-259-2035.

Fourth Sunday Fun and Games
Did you miss the February Fourth Sunday Fun and Games? We missed
you!!! Eight people gathered to play Sequence, Blokus and Rumicube, eat
good snacks and have fun. Lots of conversation and laughter was enjoyed
by all.
Don’t miss out on March. We’ll be meeting after the second service (12:30-2:30) the fourth
Sunday of March (3/22nd). Bring a snack and your favorite board or card games if you’d like to
share with other UU gamesters.
Questions?? Contact Betsy Randall-David: betsyrandalldavid@gmail.com or Pat Wilkie:
pat28607@gmail.com
Game playing sharpens your mind!!!!
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Member Engagement Team
The mission of the Member Engagement Team (MET) is to facilitate ways to involve all members,
friends, and visitors into the life of the Congregation, fostering a sense of belonging and
meaningful connections with each other and the greater community. In other words, we believe
in tapping into the Power of We.
Seijaku Roshi, an American Zen master, notes that we are finally “awakening to the fact we’re
interconnected, interdependent and need community, which is the spirit and guiding light whereby
people come together to fulfill a purpose, to help others fulfill their purpose and to take care of
one another.” Or as Fred Eppsteiner, a student of Thich Nhat Hanh, put it simply, “We are at a
time when we need to evolve from a culture of It’s all about Me to a culture of It’s all about
We.”
It’s been gratifying to experience the Power of We at work in our congregation. The response to
our call for help with Sunday morning hospitality enabled us to create Hospitality Teams, providing
vibrant coffee hours in Dobkin Hall bringing members, friends and visitors together in
conversation. However, coffee hour is just one place where the Power of We is evident. There
are many opportunities to get involved in the life and works of this congregation, some obvious
like our amazing choir, some not so obvious, like the folks who count the money after each Sunday
Service, or the quilters busy at work creating works of art and love to share with members of our
congregation.
To help members and friends discover all the possible ways they can become involved in the life
of our congregation, MET is working on a Resource Handbook that will identify the various
opportunities for engagement and service in our congregation, with contact information so making
those connections will be easy. Plans are to have the Resource Handbook available by mid-April,
so make sure you check out the April Beacon for more information.
What’s next for MET? Smile for the Camera! At your request, the MET will soon begin work
creating a photo directory of our members and friends. So, you’ll be able to put names to faces
and faces to names! More about this fun project in the April Beacon.
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Poetry Group
Poetry is so important because it helps us understand and appreciate the world
around us. Poetry’s strength lies in its ability to shed a “sideways” light on the
world, so the truth sneaks up on you. No question about it. Poetry teaches us
how to live. Poetry is like the Windex on a grubby car window—it bares open
the vulnerabilities of human beings so we can all relate to each other a little
better.
Alice Osburn
Poet, singer, songwriter
Please join us on the third Monday of each month from 2:00 – 3:30 in Dobkin Hall for reading
and discussing poetry. You can bring along a poem you like (one you’ve read or one you’ve
written) to share with us. If you can bring a few copies to share, that’s great but is not required.
We circle up, read our poems out loud, share something about why the poem speaks to us (or
even what about it we find confusing or challenging) and then invite comments and conversation
with other group members.
We had our first meeting on February 17 and enjoyed a spirited 90 minutes of poetry and
conversation. Our next meeting will be Monday, March 16. Please join us.

Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches on the soul
And sings the tune without words
And never stops at all
Emily Dickinson
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2020 Variety Show
Planning for the Variety Show has
begun!
A few people have already contacted me about being in the show, but I am
looking for more! If you have not specifically told me that you plan to be in the
show (have an “act”), please let me know. Email is the best way to contact me.
Okay, so you’re saying “NO WAY! NO HOW!” We still need you! Why? We
need an audience. There is nothing worse than performing for only other
performers.

DATE: Friday, May 1, 2020
TIME: 7:00 – 8:30. Performers, please plan to be arrive ½ hour
before showtime.
Contact Jessica H at jsholm58 @ gmail.com
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GA is the annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists. This short video
https://vimeo.com/386281324 brings the exciting 5-day (June 24-28)
experience to you! You will be part of inspirational worship services,
informative workshops, and explorations of our bustling exhibit hall when
you visit Providence. GA is an unforgettable experience for the thousands of
UUs who attend.
The theme for General Assembly in June 2020 is Rooted, Inspired, & Ready! We are in touch
with our theological roots, we are engaged in transforming our faith, and we are fired up to take
action in the wider world. You can attend as a delegate or not; on site or not. Here is where you
can get more information: https://www.uua.org/ga

UU the Vote is a non-partisan faith initiative to engage our neighbors,
educate our communities, mobilize voters, and rally around key ballot
initiatives. All through 2020 the UUA is supporting congregations and UU
organizations in activating thousands of Unitarian Universalists to
mobilize for electoral justice at the local, state and national levels.
More information at: https://www.uua.org/justice/vote2020
UUA’s Southern Region
For information about events, and activities in our region, follow this link:
https://www.uua.org/southern
Universalist Convocation 2020
The Convocation works to preserve the spiritual roots of American Universalism and inform
today’s Unitarian Universalism. This year’s Convocation will be at Outlaw’s Bridge Universalist
Church in seven Springs, NC. Our Rev. Cheryl is one of the speakers. Information is available
at www.outlawsbridgechurch.org.
Questions about any UU Connections, please contact Elizabeth Terry at 910-274-6408 or
niaworkone@gmail.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
It's almost officially Spring! Which means it's time to start cleaning your shelves and planting
seedlings in preparation for the Annual UU Book and Plant Sale!! This enjoyable fundraiser will
take place on Saturday May 2nd. We will welcome donations of books, DVDs, CDs, puzzles
and games, as well as seedlings and plants for home and garden.
Additional details will be provided in the next month(s) through UUNews and the
April Beacon. If you have questions, please contact Diane Halley re books and Thea
Hagepanos re plants. Thank you for your support again this year!

Where Should We Share?
Every other week - 26 times this year - a not-for-profit will receive a
generous gift from our congregation. Has the one near and dear to
your heart recently received a Share the Plate donation? Just fill out
the form on the following page and hand it off to an STP team
member
(Betsy Randall-David, Cornelia Maxted, Gail Wick, Martha Brophy),
or drop it in the envelope hanging on the back wall of Dobkin Hall.
That's it! The Share the Plate team will vet it, write it, and send it.
Nominate for Share the Plate!
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Calling for nominations for open positions to the
Board of Trustees as well as the Nominating Committee
The current Nominating Committee has begun the process
for the search to fill the open positions for the Board of Trustees and the Nominating Committee
for 2021-22.
We are looking for candidates who
• are committed to the congregation and their own role
• are respectful to self and others
• Have good, clear communication skills that includes being an excellent listener
• Have a willingness to work together
• Assume colleagues’ good will and good intention
• Have an interest in consensus decision making
• Have an ability to process differing opinions and will strive to reach consensus
The Board of Trustee’s role is to create vision for the Congregation. The created vision is
articulated through policy. It is then the Minister’s job to take the policies, implement them, and
report back to the Board on how policy is being interpreted and enacted. How do you see the
congregation thriving in the next several years?
If you are interested in being considered for a position for the board please see a member of the
nominating committee.
Currently there are 5 positions to fill on the Board and 3 on the Nominating Committee
2020 Nominating Committee
Kathryn Waple, Sally Freeman, Steve Lane, Andrea Talley
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MARCH 2020
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

Southeastern Choral
Festival
9:30 AM Quest (D)
9:30 AM Worship Service
(S)
9:30 AM Youth Religious
Ed
11:00 AM Worship Service
(S)
12:15 PM Silent Auction
Bidding
4:30 PM Set up SSC (S,
C1,2)
5:00 PM Spiritual Soul
Center (S) (C2,1)
6:00 PM AA Group (D)
6:00 PM Clean-up SSC (S,
C1,2)

8

9

9:30 AM Quest (D)
9:30 AM Worship Service
(S)
9:30 AM Youth Religious
Ed
11:00 AM Worship Service
(S)
12:15 PM Second Sunday
Soup (D)
12:15 PM Silent Auction
Bidding
4:30 PM Set up SSC (S,
C1,2)
5:00 PM Spiritual Soul
Center (S) (C2,1)
6:00 PM AA Group (D)
6:00 PM Clean-up SSC (S,
C1,2)

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
6

SATURDAY

3

4

5

10:30 AM Yoga
(D)
1:00 PM Gentle
Yoga (D)
5:30 PM Social
Justice Action
Group (C1)
6:00 PM SAnon (C2)
6:30 PM Set up
Zen
6:50 PM Zen
Group (D)

10:00 AM AA
Group (D)
5:00 PM
Recorder
Consort
Practice (S)
6:00 PM
Navigator
Scouts (D)
6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal (S)

5:00 PM OW&S 8:00 AM Weekly
(C1)
Cleaning
6:00 PM set up 1:00 PM Mah
wpyg
Jongg Group
7:00 PM SMART (D)
Recovery (A2)
7:00 PM WPYG
(D)

10:00 AM Set
Up AA Group (D,
C3)
11:00 AM AA
Group (D)(C3)

10

11

12

14

13

7

10:30 AM Yoga 10:00 AM AA
(D)
Group (D)
12:30 PM
1:00 PM
ROMEO Lunch Connections
1:00 PM
(C3)
Chalice Quilters 5:00 PM
(A1)
Recorder
1:00 PM Gentle Consort
Yoga (D)
Practice (S)
1:00 PM MET
6:00 PM
(C2)
Progressive
5:00 PM GLT
Book Club (D)
(C1)
6:00 PM
5:00 PM You
Worship
Can Vote (S)
Meeting (C2)
6:00 PM S6:45 PM Choir
Anon (C2)
Rehearsal (S)
6:30 PM Set up
Zen
6:50 PM Zen
Group (D)
7:00 PM
Connections
(C3)

5:45 PM Caring 8:00 AM Weekly
Committee
Cleaning
(C2)
1:00 PM Mah
6:00 PM set up Jongg Group
wpyg
(D)
6:30 PM BOT
Exec
Committee
Meeting
7:00 PM
Connections
(C3)
7:00 PM SMART
Recovery (A2)
7:00 PM WPYG
(D)

10:00 AM Set
Up AA Group (D,
C3)
11:00 AM AA
Group (D)(C3)
6:30 PM
Wilmington
Progressive
Coalition
Potluck (D)

17

21

15

16

18

19

9:30 AM Quest (D)
9:30 AM Worship Service
(S)
9:30 AM Youth Religious
Ed
11:00 AM Worship Service
(S)
4:30 PM Set up SSC (S,
C1,2)
5:00 PM Spiritual Soul
Center (S) (C2,1)
6:00 PM AA Group (D)
6:00 PM Clean-up SSC (S,
C1,2)

2:00 PM Poetry 10:30 AM Yoga
Group (D)
(D)
7:00 PM UU
1:00 PM Gentle
Book Group (D) Yoga (D)
5:00 PM GLT
(C1)
6:00 PM SAnon (C2)
6:30 PM Set up
Zen
6:50 PM Zen
Group (D)

10:00 AM AA
Group (D)
5:00 PM
Recorder
Consort
Practice (S)
6:00 PM
Navigator
Scouts (D)
6:30 PM WAIS
(C3)
6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal (S)

4:00 PM Board 8:00 AM Weekly
Meeting (S)
Cleaning
6:00 PM set up 1:00 PM Mah
wpyg
Jongg Group
7:00 PM SMART (D)
Recovery (A2)
7:00 PM WPYG
(D)

10:00 AM Set
Up AA Group (D,
C3)
11:00 AM AA
Group (D)(C3)

22

23

24

25

26

28

10:30 AM Yoga
(D)
12:30 PM
ROMEO Lunch
1:00 PM Gentle
Yoga (D)

10:00 AM AA
Group (D)
1:00 PM Care
Giver Support
Group

6:00 PM set up 8:00 AM Weekly
wpyg
Cleaning
7:00 PM SMART 1:00 PM
Recovery (A2) JUULIETs
7:00 PM WPYG
(D)

9:30 AM Quest (D)
9:30 AM Worship Service
(S)
9:30 AM Youth Religious
Ed

20

27

10:00 AM Set
Up AA Group (D,
C3)
11:00 AM AA
Group (D)(C3)
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

11:00 AM Worship Service
(S)
12:30 PM Board Games
(D)
4:30 PM Set up SSC (S,
C1,2)
5:00 PM Spiritual Soul
Center (S) (C2,1)
6:00 PM AA Group (D)
6:00 PM Clean-up SSC (S,
C1,2)

29
9:30 AM Quest (D)
9:30 AM Worship Service
(S)
9:30 AM Youth Religious
Ed
11:00 AM Worship Service
(S)
4:30 PM Set up SSC (S,
C1,2)
5:00 PM Spiritual Soul
Center (S) (C2,1)
6:00 PM AA Group (D)
6:00 PM Clean-up SSC (S,
C1,2)

30

TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1:00 PM MET
(C2)
5:00 PM GLT
(C1)
6:00 PM SAnon (C2)
6:30 PM Set up
Zen
6:50 PM Zen
Group (D)

5:00 PM
Recorder
Consort
Practice (S)
6:00 PM
Progressive
Book Club (D)
6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal (S)

31

1

2

10:30 AM Yoga
(D)
1:00 PM Gentle
Yoga (D)
5:00 PM GLT
(C1)
6:00 PM SAnon (C2)
6:30 PM Set up
Zen
6:50 PM Zen
Group (D)

10:00 AM AA
Group (D)
5:00 PM
Recorder
Consort
Practice (S)
6:00 PM
Navigator
Scouts (D)
6:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal (S)

6:00 PM set up 8:00 AM Weekly
wpyg
Cleaning
7:00 PM SMART 1:00 PM Mah
Recovery (A2) Jongg Group
7:00 PM WPYG (D)
(D)

SATURDAY

1:00 PM Mah
Jongg Group
(D)

3

4
10:00 AM Set
Up AA Group (D,
C3)
11:00 AM AA
Group (D)(C3)

March 8 Daylight
Savings Time Begins.
Also, it’s a great time to
check the batteries in
your smoke detectors!

