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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Climate Change Advocacy and Liberal Religion Joined at the Hip
Rick Nida
“Things Ain’t Like They Used To Be” is a song by my new favorite vocal group, Mike and the
Moonpies. Though the subject of the song is neither climate change nor liberal religion, the
sentiment still seems to fit. There was a time in the not too distant past that big oil had the
upper hand when it came to convincing government regulators and the general public that
internal combustion engines in cars and impurities released from oil refineries weren’t that bad
for the environment. Electricity producers too could leverage the convenience of modern
appliances against the carbon dioxide belching, coal-burning smokestacks of their out-of-sight
generating plants. Given the size and intensity of the recent Climate Strike Marches and
Protests, it seems to me things may be about to change.
In part, the companies had the upper hand because they had better public relations
departments and professionals. I know because, as much as I hate to admit it now, I was one of
those professionals. I spent a seven- year stint with big oil in the ‘70s primarily in Oklahoma and
Texas. I also spent a seven-year stint with big coal in the early 2000s primarily in Virginia, West
Virginia, and Kentucky. And yes, I helped those companies convince the public that carbonbased energy was worth the risks to the environment. In my defense, I also helped the
companies to be better corporate citizens by being more responsible environmentally, treating
employees more humanly, and donating generously to the communities in which they operated.
But I digress.
The seventh UU principle: “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we
are a part.” speaks to me directly about this issue of climate change. While the climate change
deniers and their ilk may have had better advocacy in the past, recent efforts by those who
acknowledge climate change and its causes are heartening. I watched with rapt attention a
television news report from Portland, Oregon, one of my many adopted homes, of a climate
march where tens of thousands crossed the Hawthorne Street Bridge. While I couldn’t read
their signs from the aerial view or see their faces, I recognized some of them as my old UU
friends from their plaid shorts and polka dot shirts. Those Portland UUs are known for their
outlandish outfits and their environmental activism.
I guess the point I am trying to make is that for whatever reason, we are at a pivotal point in
the climate change debate. From a recent television advertisement that I saw from the nation’s
largest oil company, “things ain’t like they use to be.” Big oil is now advertising how well it can
clean up carbon. This appears to be an acknowledgment that it also caused part of the problem.
Along with healthcare, climate change appears to be one of the two most important issues in the
2020 presidential election. Whether the advocacy for saving the planet is encouraged by
environmentally conscious liberal religious advocates living their principles, or a teenage girl like
Greta Thunberg who should be an inspiration to us all, or a retread corporate public relations
gunslinger, now may be the time to make some positive change.
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
October, this year, begins in the middle of Yamim Nora'im, the Days of Awe, in the Jewish
Calendar. The two days of Rosh Hashanah end on the last day of September, and Yom Kippur
begins the evening of October 8th. Rosh Hashanah, head of the year, marks the anniversary of
the creation of the earth. According to the rabbis of old, the earth is 5,780 years old. Of course,
we know that it is much, much older than that. It has been thought that on Rosh Hashanah the
Book of Life is opened and it will be closed again on Yom Kippur. When it is closed the fate of
every person will be sealed. Who will live or die, who will have a good year or bad year, all is predetermined.
There are ten days between when the Book is opened and closed. The Days of Awe are also
known as the Days of Repentance. It is a time when through repentance, charity and prayer one
can change the verdict on whether your name is written well in the Book of Life. Think of it as
last minute plea bargaining. But there’s a hitch. One has to actually be repentant. It’s not good
enough to say the words without a change in feelings and more importantly in behavior. In order
to have one’s name written well in the Book of Life, repentance has to be sincere.
The Days of Repentance while commanded to the Jewish people are instructive to everyone. We
may not use language like repentance, perhaps making amends is more comfortable, or
forgiveness, but the idea of recognizing one’s sins (failings, errors), changing one’s behavior and
asking forgiveness is powerful for all of us.
Before repentance there must come humility. We must first be humble enough to accept that we
have something for which we should repent. It is simply accepting the fact that we were wrong
and did something wrong. It sounds simple but it seems especially hard to do these days. It
seems to me that in our society there is less and less humility and more and more
“righteousness.” We are sure we were right, and therefore we have nothing for which we need to
repent. We seek out people who will reinforce our ideas that we are right. In all of that rightness,
we lose the idea of humility.
The Days of Repentance are more than a call to repent, they
are also a call to humility. It is good to have a time of year to
remember that we are all imperfect, that we all should practice
humility and that we all have things for which we need to
repent. It should be a reminder not just a marker. Everyday we
should remember to practice humility.
May we all be written well in the Book of Life and may we all
have a sweet year.
Many Kind Blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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Faith Formation (REflections)
Parents and caregivers choose Unitarian Universalist congregations for their child’s religious
education because of the community dynamic that helps raise children to become kind,
respectful and fair-minded adults – but strong enough to side with love and fight for justice.
Participation in UUCW’s religious education programs is supplemented by worship, social justice
work and multi-generational gatherings that reinforce the lessons taught at home. We nurture
truth-seeking, spirituality and progressive moral values that will continue to shape and support
our children as they grow.
Our nursery is available every Sunday during both services. It is staffed primarily by UNCW
Early Childhood Education majors. We are beginning the year by offering Youth Religious
Education for Kindergarten through 6th grade during the first service at 9:30 am, September
through May. Childcare is available during the second service.
Kindergarten through 2nd grade will be transitioning to our new SpiritPlay program (see the RE
bulletin board in the hallway for more information). We will be monitoring attendance at the 3 rd
through 6th grade class; Bibleodeon,, as we’ve only had one or two students show up each week,
so we may eliminate this class and ask the students to attend the full service with their parents. I
would then poll parents to see if there is interest in a youth group meeting sometime outside of
the 9:30 am hour on Sunday mornings.
Since learning never ends, our lifespan faith formation programs are designed to help adults
explore and navigate through the joys, sorrows, opportunities and challenges of our lives.
Resources are drawn from the UU Association and local expertise to convey information and
reflections on what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist, sexuality, relationships & parenting,
spirituality and social justice. Our offerings for adults this year include new member Welcome!
Class, Connections (Small Group Ministry), ‘Who Me, An Elder?’ through the UUA, among
others.
Please contact your Director of Faith Formation,
Leslie O’Connor if you have questions or would like
to volunteer for our Faith Formation program.
Shalom.
Leslie O’Connor, Director of Faith Formation
dre@uucwnc.org
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GENEROUS LIFE TEAM

The Generous Life Team (GLT) held its first meeting of the new fiscal year on September 24.
As a new group, we spent some time on introductions and outlined our activities for the coming
year. We were assisted in getting a group photo taken by a kind participant waiting for the Zen
group meeting in Dobkin Hall to begin.
Pictured below, left to right, are: Ed Q., Fran S., Merritt B., Don W., Pat W., Jo Ann S., Sara J.,
and Eileen B. Missing are: Richard M. and Rev. Cheryl.

3rd Sunday Open House
Sunday, October 20 from 4-7 p.m.
Home of Suzy Tenebaum and Steve Lane
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new people, connect with old friends, enjoy
stimulating conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so
bring something to share. Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall.
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Member Engagement Team (MET)
Many of you attended one of the cottage meetings led
by the Generous Life Team (GLT) last winter. These
meetings focused on what generosity meant to the
participants, how the participants engaged in
generosity within the congregation, and how the
participants could be even more engaged if identified barriers to engagement were addressed.
The GLT then worked to compile and organize the suggestions offered in the cottage meetings
into a form that could be easily implemented, suggesting two primary categories: Member
Engagement and Operational Support.
The newly formed Member Engagement Team (MET) consists of the following members:
Doris Chew, Deb File, Robin Middleton, Dot Quinn, and Sylvia Quinn, Chair. Our purpose is
to focus on reaching out to new members to ensure they have a clear pathway to involvement
with the Congregation and creating more opportunities for all members/friends to engage with
one another.
The MET will focus in three areas this church year. The first task is focusing on Sunday
morning hospitality. This time is critical to providing a welcoming atmosphere to the
Congregation’s many visitors, as well as to our members and friends. The MET has a plan to
increase the number of individuals who provide hospitality (make coffee/serve snacks) after each
Sunday service, using a team approach where individuals will not be involved more than a few
Sundays a year. The team is in the planning stages, and will provide details soon.
Our second task will consists of providing new members the opportunity to become involved
with the larger congregation. Several cottage meeting participants, when asked about their
experience as a new member, spoke of a need for assistance in navigating the many opportunities
offered by this Congregation. This task will be on-going, and the MET plans to implement
several ideas this year.
Thirdly, the GLT heard over and over again the suggestion that the Congregation create a
picture directory. This task will be a major undertaking and will begin sometime this winter.
The MET is excited about this new initiative and the team welcomes your input. Please feel free
to contact anyone on the team to volunteer for specific projects or to suggest new ideas.
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Report from General Assembly, 2019
Early this summer, I attended our UU General Assembly (GA) in
Portland, Oregon. Except, I didn’t have to fly to Portland to be there,
I attended remotely from the comfort and convenience of home!
And, right from home, I was able to represent our congregation as
delegate. What is GA, you ask? The General Assembly is the annual
business meeting of our denomination. This is where we make
policies for carrying out the purpose of the UU Association and direct
and control it’s affairs. Voting is by accredited delegates from certified
member congregations.
Three Actions of Immediate Witness (AIW) were chosen during and voted on during GA.
These Actions of Immediate Witness call us to live our UU values in three critical areas.
The first Action of Immediate Witness is to Build the Movement for a Green New Deal. We
are urged to educate, invest in, work with partners, and organize projects that actively support
the Green New Deal. You can read that AIW here: https://www.uua.org/sites/livenew.uua.org/files/aiwproposal-build_movement_toward_green_new_deal-2019.pdf
The second AIW is Immigration and Asylum. This AIW calls us to protect and assist
immigrants and asylum seekers in their attempts to lawfully enter and remain in the US, and to
communicate with our congressional representatives to condemn the policies of this
administration. You can read more about this AIW here: https://www.uua.org/sites/livenew.uua.org/files/aiwproposal-regarding_immigration_asylum-2019.pdf
The third AIW is to Support our First Amendment Right to Boycott, which calls on us to
oppose the over 100 federal, state, and local laws and measures that target the use of boycotts in
support of Palestinian rights.
We are urged to sign the UUJME’s petition:
https://tinyurl.com/defendtherighttoboycott , and you can learn more about this AIW here:
https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/aiwproposalsupport_1st_amendment_right_boycott-2019.pdf
As your delegate, I was also able to vote on amendments to the current Statement of Conscience
(SOC), Democracy Uncorrupted, prior to the GA vote as well as changes to the UUA bylaws.
Next year I hope to attend GA in Providence, Rhode Island (June 24-28). But if I can’t, it’s great
to know that I’m able to represent our congregation from the comfort of home. Perhaps you’ll
join me?
Pam Cook, Denominational Affairs pamelacook99@gmail.com
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You Can Vote!
You Can Vote NC is one of our Social Justice Partners in Election Reform/Voting Rights and
our congregation has become a critical collaborator with this important organization. So far,
over 25 of us have been trained as volunteers, 2 are captains, and we’ve provided the space for 3
training sessions.
You Can Vote (YCV) trains and mobilizes volunteers to educate, register, and empower all NC
citizens to successfully cast their vote. Concentrating on voter education, registration and
empowerment; YCV focuses on communities of color, high school and college students, seniors
and other communities targeted for voter suppression who have lower rates of voter registration
and participation. Because YCV has a reputation for being reliably non-partisan, it has access to
many public spaces and venues that bar other organizations.
Think you might want to help? There are so many ways! We need volunteers to help find
venues for holding registration events, to educate and register citizens, to captain events, and to
phone bank those we’ve registered. It’s fun and easy, and you’ll never do it alone. For more
information: Pam Cook pamelacook99@gmail.com

b
HOMECOMING 2019
Thanks to the many dedicated volunteers who worked so diligently to make our homecoming
potluck such a grand success! The meal was well attended, the food was delicious, Dobkin Hall
looked inviting, and the company and conversations were delightful. Special thanks to Gary
O’Connell for taking a photo of our gathering.
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to everyone who helped make the Homecoming

The variety and quantity of food was amazing! The setup and breakdown was quick and
painless. It’s amazing what can happen when people pull together. I love you all for it!

Jessica

CONCERT: HIROYA TSUKAMOTO
Friday October 4th at 7pm, there will be a REALLY
special concert in our Sanctuary. Hiroya Tsukamoto will
be playing.
I will be in Dobkin Hall with an opportunity to listen to his
videos. I will be selling tickets. Advanced tickets are on sale
until the day before the concert.
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? If you purchase an Advance Ticket, you will be entered in
a drawing for a FREE CD!!
Feel free to listen to a couple of his YouTube videos:
1. Soledad https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POGNMdMKYo4
2. Gemini Bridge https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aEhApYFtWg
Please make some time to see this wonderful musician!!

Have you ever heard about the ROMEOs – Retired Older Men Eating Out – and thought that’s
a good idea, I wonder if there is a similar group for women? Well, now there is. JUULIETs – Just
Unitarian Universalist Ladies Interested in Eating Together – Will be meeting for lunch at 1:00
on the last Friday of the month (with some adjustments for holidays). Our meeting dates for the
rest of 2019 are Friday: October 25, November 15, and December 13. And you don’t need to be
retired to come, just free for lunch at 1:00. We’ll be meeting at Lovey’s Health Food Store and
Café.
The purposes of the group are to build and support women’s
friendships and to provide an always-available social network for
women new to the congregation.
Questions? Please call Stacy Kitt (518) 495-7436, Carol Anne Davis (910) 800-1511 or Barbara
Johnson (631) 432-3887.
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Food Drive for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, Saturday, Oct. 26th Volunteers Needed
The next Food Drive collection for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard has
been scheduled for Saturday, October 26 at the Harris Teeter at Porter’s
Neck. Volunteering involves passing out flyers in front of the store and
asking arriving shoppers to purchase a few extra items for the hungry
clients of Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, an emergency food pantry in
downtown Wilmington, which UUCW supports.
There are four shifts, and we need two people for each shift as follows: 9 -11 am, 11 am -1 pm,
1 - 3 pm, and 3 – 4:15 pm. We also need someone to pick up the food at 4:15 and haul it to the
Cupboard – preferably with an SUV or truck. Others are needed to help unload and sort the
food back at the Cupboard.
If you could help out by taking one of these slots, it would be much appreciated. The need is
great for food for the less fortunate. Just email or phone me with your preferred time slot, and I
will try to accommodate you. Or you can talk to me on Sunday. After the schedule is
confirmed, I’ll email it to all volunteers along with complete instructions. If you’ve never done
this before and would like more info before you commit, just give me a call.
Thanks for your continued support of MHC,
Robin Gugan robingugan@gmail.com 910-620-8427

Soup's on!
Celebrate cooler weather with a warm soup
get-together.

Visit with friends, both old and new, as you taste up to four different
soups.
Each one is homemade and donated by one of our many volunteer
chefs.
A lot of shopping, chopping and stirring goes into each batch.
The results are always delicious!
Where: Dobkin Hall
When: After service on the 2nd Sunday of each month, October
through March.
Cost: $6 per adult. Free for children under 12.
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Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term
support, care and assistance to UUCWNC members and friends who are
experiencing illness, injury or crisis. Members of this team, and often our wonderful
wider congregation, are available to help if you need assistance with shopping or
meals during an illness, if you need someone to take you to a medical appointment
(and wait with you if required), or just need someone to visit you at home or
elsewhere and listen. Your personal information will be held in the strictest
confidence, shared with the congregation only at your request.
We would like to express condolences to the family of Bill Bartlett whose life was
celebrated with family and friends at a memorial service in September.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider
becoming a member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are
available to make a meal, provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises. To join or
offer your services, please contact any of our members: Carol Anne Davis, Diane
Halley, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami O'Keeffe, Jill Pollock, Betsy RandallDavid, Tina Schenk and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. The Chair for the month of
October is Tina Schenk.

Social Justice work as a congregation and individual
volunteerism – What’s the difference?

While all the good work we do in our communities is important
and should be celebrated, the work we do as a congregation is
rooted in our UU principles and provides us a way to live our
faith. The Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Handbook states:
“Our Unitarian Universalist values are directly connected to our
social justice work. Justice work from a religiously grounded
place:
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Social Justice work as a congregation and individual volunteerism – What’s the difference? Continued:

•
•
•
•
•

Provides vision and grounding
Gives us courage to engage in transformative work
Helps to frame our issues authentically and morally
Reflects our most deeply held values and beliefs
Allows us to speak with a religious voice and demonstrate that there is a plurality of
religious beliefs that can come together for action.”

Spiritually-grounded congregation-based work sustains us personally and congregationally by
fostering personal spiritual growth and deepening collective spiritual understanding, building
community and energy in the congregation.
This handbook goes on to define 5 elements, or types of social justice action: SERVICE,
EDUCATION, WITNESS, ADVOCACY, and COMMUNITY ORGANIZING. Each
element has strengths and challenges.
Through SERVICE, such as donating food, tutoring, or sheltering the homeless, we help meet
the needs of persons in distress.
EDUCATING ourselves and others about the importance of a social issue and interpreting the
issue within the context of liberal religious values can be done through workshops, resolutions,
public forums, and worship services.
Through Social WITNESS, we make our convictions public by word or deed. Examples include
participating in demonstrations, vigils, and marches, writing letters to the editor, or organizing
petition campaigns.
ADVOCACY is the work, through the legislative process, to impact public policy. Visiting
elected representatives in a delegation, writing letters to elected officials, and giving testimony at
public hearings can impact public policy.
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, working in coalition with other organizations, is a highly
effective way to empower others. Working in coalition with partners and following the lead of
the oppressed as they work to change their situation can be transforming.
Each individual element has strengths and challenges, so a balanced social justice program uses
many if not all elements. As we look to developing and enriching our social justice programs, we
are mindful of these 5 approaches as well as the basis in our Unitarian Universalist values.
Pam Cook, for the Social Justice Advisory Group
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