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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
April brings us the opportunity to consider our pledge to the UU Congregation of Wilmington, 

and in the context of the Generous Life Committee’s campaign, and with the information we 

learned and shared at the Cottage Meetings, decide just how generous we can be this year! 

 

The UU Congregation of Wilmington is in great shape, in many ways.  We have a well-trained 

and well-spoken minister who is also part of the UUA leadership and active in our community, a 

gifted new RE teacher and an incredibly able administrator.  Our main church building is in good 

condition.  Our congregation is growing.  The UU Board is re-working the policies and 

procedures that govern us to make them reflect changes that have occurred, and the challenges 

that growth in numbers and programs present.   

 

AND, we are 50 years old!   I joined the 20 or so members 45 years ago when we met in a house 

on Third Street.  As we grew, we had to move many times to rented spaces to accommodate our 

growing congregation and our programs for children. Finally, in this wonderful owned space on 

Lake Avenue, we are aware that we are now outgrowing this building too.  We are having a great 

birthday year, and just had an extraordinary visit from the President of the UUA, Susan 

Frederick-Gray, who gave us an exciting presentation of the opportunities we have as a 

denomination both nationally and in our congregations.  She challenged us to live our faith in the 

larger community.  

 

The good news is that our financial needs for the status quo are being met.  The bad news is that 

the status quo makes it hard for us to grow in programming and participation as we should, and 

to take care of the current issues we face with the annex and parking. With more resources, we 

can start planning for the future.  Please make your pledge a generous one.  
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 
 
I am still aglow with the joy of the 17th of March, when our UUA President, Rev. Susan 
Frederick-Gray, graced us with her presence. She preached a wonderful sermon, the choir was 
superb, the grounds were sparkling, the potluck was delicious, the hospitality crew was on fire, 
the greeters and membership team made her feel welcomed, the worship team had things 
running like clockwork, and everyone made Rev. Susan feel right at home. We even had a baby 
dedication to boot, something I know she misses from her parish days. It was wonderful day!! 

We showed our President the best of who we are. What was so great about it, was that it didn’t 
take a lot of extra effort to look good. It took effort for sure - setting up for the potluck, cleaning 
up afterwards, all the hours the choir rehearsed, doing an extra cleanup of the grounds including 
planting beautiful flowers, extra time by our staff to get things in order - but we didn’t show her 
someone we are not. We showed Rev. Susan, who we are on our best days, which are most days.  

On most days we do a pretty good job of taking care of each other and this church. On most 
days we welcome people in a way that makes them feel right at home (I think we do that on all 
days). On most days we pitch in when we are needed. We do the big things and the little things, 
we do whatever is needed. On most days we take seriously and joyously our responsibility to this 
congregation, our spiritual home.  

Because we do all those things and more on most days, when it came to putting on our 
proverbial Sunday best we didn’t have to do a complete makeover. We just gussied ourselves up 
a bit. It was one of the reasons I asked her to come visit our congregation. We are indeed a 
welcoming congregation in all senses of the word. We are not a perfect congregation. We could 
and should do more to support our national office. And let’s not even talk about the driveway. 
One day, Lord, one day. But overall, we are in darned good shape and should be proud of our 
congregation. 

This month we will all be asked to recommit or commit ourselves to this congregation through 
our pledge. The pledge is just what it says, a pledge, a commitment, a promise. It’s not a bill; our 
credit score is not effected by our pledge. It’s not what we pay for the services we receive. It is 
something much deeper, it is a way to say that we believe in this congregation and its values. It is 
a pledge of our hearts to this faith and this congregation.  

Thank you to everyone for making Rev. Susan’s visit special. Thank you for making not only that 
day special, but every day special. Thank you for the gift of your generous spirit that you share 
with us. Thank you for your commitment to this congregation. Thank you for being you!   

Many kind blessings, 
Rev. Cheryl 
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RE Reflections         
 

 

Spring is upon us and our children continue to learn and grow in their Sunday 

classes. Consider this column to be somewhat of a ‘help wanted’ advertisement, 

but let me first acknowledge those who are already serving:  

• The teens have started planning their annual service, which is a not-to-be-missed event on 

June 2nd. Although she insists that she’s learning more from them than what they’re 

learning from her, Pat Forrest is doing a terrific job as their “teacher-advisor-student”.  

• We only have a few 5-7th graders, but Elizabeth Terry, Jordan Griffith and Vaishali 

Escaravage are enthusiastically sharing insights about the ‘Big Questions’ through UUA’s 

Riddle & Mystery curriculum. 

• The 1-4th graders are an energetic group of almost ALL boys! Their teachers, Jane 

Horrell, Sally Freeman and Gordon Smith harness that creative energy and encourage 

spiritual growth through UUA’s Love Will Guide Us curriculum.  

• The preschool and kindergarten class are often our largest, but the children don’t have a 

chance against the love and caring that Toni Aberson shows them, while leading special 

crafts and games that help instill the wonder of learning.  

Please thank our teachers for their ministry when you see them. We are always in need of 

substitute teachers, so let me know if you’d like to join Robert Demko on my list of people who 

I can call if needed. While Toni is assisted with our preschoolers by our paid childcare 

providers, she would appreciate some helpers from our congregation. Contact me if 

you’d like to give it a try.  

I’m forming a Curriculum Focus Group to help me select curriculum for the next few years. This 

group will meet no more than four times to go through a process matching individual students 

and cohorts with what they’ve already learned in Sunday school, and what we’d like them to 

learn in the future. Please let me know if you have input to share with the group.  

Parent Resource of the Month – It’s a Book! 

TENDING THE FLAME: THE ART OF UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST PARENTING 
 
HTTPS://WWW.UUABOOKSTORE.ORG/TENDING-
THE-FLAME-P17090.ASPX 

IN THIS FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND GUIDE TO 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST PARENTING, 
MOTHER AND EXPERIENCED RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATOR MICHELLE RICHARDS 

ENCOURAGES A PRACTICAL AND PROACTIVE 

APPROACH TO RAISING UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST CHILDREN. 
 

Shalom,  

Leslie O’Connor, Director of Faith Formation   
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GENEROUS LIFE TEAM     We Should Be Generous to Ourselves 

In a recent cottage meeting, I was struck by a comment one person made.  We were 
discussing how and why people initially got involved with the UU and this congregation.   This 
person said, “I initially joined because I wanted a place where my children could feel 
accepted and be connected to a warm and welcoming community.  After a few months, I 
realized that I had been missing a connection in my own life and this was an important 
community for me.” 
 
We often forget that it is very important to be generous to ourselves. We all need to feel 
accepted.  One way to do this is to join with other people to create a space in our lives where the 
focus is on goodness and where our actions support each other and our larger community.  
When we do this, we feel we have the strength to do better in our own lives and that together we 
can make a positive difference in our society.  
 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington NC is one of those places where we are 
constantly creating a welcoming community that enables us to come together in a place where 
we can:  explore our spiritual path, learn about the world, share in each other’s joys and sorrows, 
and make a positive impact.  We do this with love because it is important to us, important to our 
children, and important to our future. 
 
With this in mind, we have an event coming up this week -- our special breakfast service on 
Sunday, April 7 – that gives us the opportunity to be generous to ourselves, by supporting this 
congregation.   
 

 
 

All Are Welcome At Our Table 
 

 
On Sunday, April 7th we will be holding a special breakfast service.  The 
service will nourish our soul, the breakfast be during the service so we 
can nourish each other, and then we will have the opportunity to fill out a 
pledge card to nourish this amazing space where we receive so much 
more than we give.  The service, the food, and the music come together 
to provide a unique experience, one that inspires generosity.  Please plan 
on attending; it will be inspirational and fun! 
 
 

 
UUCWNC will always be a beacon for progressive thought, spiritual growth and practical action.  
Please support the congregation by attending this event.  
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Please join us for a special worship and breakfast service on 

Sunday, April 7, at both the 9:30 and 11 services.   

At this time we will celebrate our love for the Congregation  

and renew our pledges to ensure that we have a place where 

 all are welcome at our table. We encourage every household  

to attend this wonderful experience. 

(Youth will attend the first part of the 9:30 service.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 

 
The Generous Life Team (GLT) acknowledges the many volunteers who provide their time and 
talents to make UUCWNC a special place for each of us to grow our faith. 
 
This month we highlight the work done by the 

Sunday Soup Committee.  Our 
congregation has some very good 
cooks!  The committee contacts our 
members and friends asking for 

monthly soup donations.  Then they package the 
soup for takeout and set up Dobkin Hall for 
dining in order to serve these delicious soups to 
us.  And on top of it all, their hard work raises 
money for our congregation.   
Thank you, Soup Team members, for all your 
hard work!       
        Pictured from L to R:  Barbara W., Cornelia M.,  

Robin M., Deb F., Cathy C., and JoAnn S.   
Not pictured:  Pat F. 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijlfa03rHhAhUIgK0KHQ8gC9EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fphotos%2Fpastry-coffee-eggs-breakfast-border&psig=AOvVaw2SGW7vV2G36E2zWG3bl1KP&ust=1554305772823579
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Full Moon Gathering for April 2019   
 
April’s Full Moon is called the Pink Moon.  This name proclaims the 
appearance of the “pink” moss or the ground phlox which is one of the 
spring flowers to bloom first. April’s full moon occurs on April 19 at 7:12am.   
 
The April 2019 Full Moon gathering will be on Tuesday evening April 23 at 7:00pm at the home 
of Robin B.  Kathleen C. will be our High Priestess.  We will be celebrating our womanhood and 
the goddesses that influence us and our homes especially during the Full Moons. 
 
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings, however the number in attendance will 
be determined by the hostess depending on how many she can accommodate.  So, if you would 
like to attend, please RSVP to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon @ uufwilmington.org.    
This website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon 
gatherings. 
 
 

NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team 

The spring 2019 Welcome Classes have concluded.  As in the past, the classes peaked 

interest and lively conversing among the attendees.  Differences and similarities of religions; the 

future of different religions; and Unitarian Universalism’s future survival was but a few topics 

that brought lively discussion.  Rev. Cheryl lead a class in the history of the Unitarian 

Universalism’s, as well as how the UU religion is positioned in today’s environment.  Getting to 

know each other and our spiritual base was a big part of each class.  This will be a major part of 

any attendee’s decision in becoming a member of the UUCWNC. 

   Membership is an individual commitment but does require a private meeting with Rev. 

Cheryl before the church membership book can be signed.  The Membership’s Team looks 

forward to welcoming each and every future new member.  

 
 

The WELCOME Table 

The mission of the Welcome Table is to provide a warm welcome on Sunday mornings to 

our visitors, members and friends.  In addition to providing Welcoming, the Welcome Table 

provides information about our church and in particular Membership. Childcare and church activities 

information is also given out at the Table. Please stop by the Welcome Table for this information 

or just to say hello! 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.evolveandascend.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/tumblr_static_8162101260_3cc6fd9572_b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.evolveandascend.com/2016/04/20/full-moon-scorpio-april-22nd-2016-full-pink-moon/&docid=Erbjp5awEA52rM&tbnid=WKR3NSJWICEs5M:&vet=10ahUKEwjy3PH5h6DhAhWpnOAKHebaBx8QMwhyKAkwCQ..i&w=733&h=723&bih=751&biw=1600&q=pink%20moon&ved=0ahUKEwjy3PH5h6DhAhWpnOAKHebaBx8QMwhyKAkwCQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
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GREETING  

     Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings.  Just stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday 

services to sign up for a date(s) to greet! 

Membership team: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Tina Schenk, Merritt Blalock, Becki Schreiber, Kami 

O’Keeffe and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.  

 

Caring Committee  

Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring Committee provide short term 
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or 
crisis. We are here for you. Please let us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church or the 
doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in strictest 
confidence.  
 
If you are looking for a way to make a difference within our beloved community, consider 
offering to make a meal, give a ride or provide a visit when needed. If you are interested contact 
any of our members: Carol Ann Davis, Diane Halley, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami 
O'Keeffe, Betsy Randall-David, Tina Schenk, Kim Singleton and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.  
 
The April Caring Committee Chair is Tina Schenk.   
 

        
 

 

Come enjoy our annual Easter Egg Hunt between services on Sunday, April 21. It’s delightful 

to watch, but you better hurry out there because the children are very good at this and the eggs 

don’t stay hidden for long!                                   Rain date: April 28 
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Be In the Room Where It Happens! 

 
 

Do you want to be in the “Room Where it Happens”? Consider a seat on The Board of Trustees 
(BOT) where the most important work of the congregation takes place. This is a great 
opportunity to be part of the group responsible for developing the vision, general direction and 
policies for the future of the church.  
 
When you join the Board your connection to the congregation grows along with the opportunity 
to develop deeper relationships with others. Board of Trustee Pamela Waite says, “the most 
helpful thing for anyone thinking about serving on the BOT is while it has been a significant 
commitment of time and effort, it has made me even more invested in UUCWNC’s mission and 
you get to know a small group of UUCWNC people even better.. including Rev. Cheryl which 
has been a joy” 
 
Board members meet for 3-4 hours a month. They set their regular meeting time, usually 
towards the end of the month from 6-8 PM. There is an annual retreat and one book of required 
reading. First year Board members are not expected to hold a specific office. Rather, they 
participate by sharing their views and vision for the congregation.  
 
If you are interested in this great opportunity to shape the future of the Congregation, please fill 
out an application (if you had not done so already) and submit it to the nominating committee. 
You can find the applications in the foyer where the other brochures are located. Once you have 
completed the application please place in the nominating committee mailbox in the center 
hallway. If you have any questions about the responsibilities of Board or Nominating 
Committee, please contact us at nominating @ uucwnc.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nominating@uucwnc.org
mailto:nominating@uucwnc.org
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Hi everyone! If you've enjoyed our concerts featuring the fabulous folk trio of Brother Sun these 
past few years, you're already familiar with the great Pat Wictor!  Pat spent 9 years traveling as 
one-third of Brother Sun. 

 
He is a gifted musician and singer-songwriter who'll be making his way to 
us on Saturday May 4th, for 7:30PM Concert. Tickets are $15 each - 
children under 12 are free. 
 
Join us for a terrific evening of music, humor, terrific guitar playing and a 
community of song!  See Thea between services beginning April 14th, or 
you can reserve tickets to be picked up at the door at  
tickets @ uufwilmington.org 

 
 
 
 

Food Drive for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, Saturday, April 27th 

- Volunteers Needed 

 

The next Food Drive collection for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard has been scheduled for 

Saturday, April 27 at the Harris Teeter at the Hanover Center on Oleander across from 

Independence Mall.  Volunteering involves passing out flyers in front of the store and asking 

arriving shoppers to purchase a few extra items for the hungry clients of Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard, an emergency food pantry in downtown Wilmington, which UUCW supports. 

There are four shifts, and we need two people for each shift as follows:  9 -11 am, 11 am -1 pm, 

1 - 3 pm, and 3 – 4:15 pm.  We also need someone to pick up the food at 4:15 and haul it to the 

Cupboard – preferably with an SUV or truck. 

If you could help out by taking one of these slots, it would be much appreciated.  The need is 

great for food for the less fortunate.  Just email or phone me with your preferred time slot, and I 

will try to accommodate you.  Or you can talk to me on Sunday.  After the schedule is 

confirmed, I’ll email it to all volunteers along with complete instructions.  If you’ve never done 

this before and would like more info before you commit, just give me a call. 

Thanks for your continued support of MHC, 

Robin Gugan  robingugan @ gmail.com   910-620-8427 

 
 

 

 

mailto:tickets@uufwilmington.org
mailto:tickets@uufwilmington.org
mailto:robingugan@gmail.com
mailto:robingugan@gmail.com
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April’s Sunday Open House 
 
Sunday April 21, 4-7 p.m. 
Home of Margaret and Scott Armstrong 
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new people, connect with old friends, enjoy 
stimulating conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so 
bring something to share. Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall.  
 

 

 

The Social Justice Ministry of the UUCWNC is a proud community sponsor of Support The 

Port's 4th Annual Stop The Violence, Start The Peace Rally! Plan to attend this family-

friendly event Saturday April 6, 1-4 pm at Portia Hines Park (N. 10th & Rankin Street). This 

annual event brings together over 2,000 local residents of every color, culture and background 

for a day of fun, education, and celebration. Enjoy free food, art activities, live performances, 

wellness activities and screenings, and a fun day in the park with the whole Wilmington 

community. ALL are invited to attend! And consider volunteering to contribute to the fun! 

If you have questions or are interested in volunteering, contact Raine Morgan 

(stormrain_8 @ yahoo.com). This is a great opportunity to wear your UU "love" shirt!  
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APRIL IS BOOK AND PLANT SALE MONTH!!! 

  
Our annual UUCW Book and Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, April 27th, from 9:00a.m. 
to 1:00p.m.  This is a fun and profitable fundraiser -- and it offers you the opportunity to donate 
books (as well as CDs/DVDs/Puzzles & Games) and plants (outdoor and indoor), and then 
come shopping to restock your shelves and gardens!   
   
Please drop off your book donations: Thursday, April 25, from 9am-2pm in the closet area of 
the foyer; Friday, April 26 from 9am-2pm along the perimeter of Dobkin Hall, or to a volunteer 
in Dobkin Hall between 4pm-6pm on Friday.  Julie, our administrator, will be at UUCW to let 
you in the building during those 9am-2pm hours. 
 
Help is needed with book set-up Friday evening, from 4-6pm.  If you need donations picked up 
before that date, or if you have any questions about the book sale, please call/text Diane Halley 
at 910-264-1789.  (No encyclopedias or textbooks please!) 
  
Donated plants should be marked with the name of the plant and its growing needs (e.g. wax 
begonia, Partly-Sunny to Sunny location and fertile, well-drained soil).  If it's a challenge to mark 
each plant individually, please put the info on a postcard-type note in the group of plants you're 
bringing.  Almost all types of plants are welcome, be they houseplants that have outgrown your 
home or seedlings ready for transplant to a vegetable or herb garden.  
  
You may drop off plant donations outside any time on Friday April 26th.  If you have plant 
donations which require a minimum asking price, please note the minimum price with the plants 
and leave the plants with a volunteer between 4pm and 6:00pm Friday evening.  If you have any 
questions about the plant sale, please call or text Thea Hagepanos at (910) 620-5067.  

  
Diane Halley and Thea Hagepanos 
Book/Plant Sale Coordinators 
halleyds @ aol.com 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://fogcalendar.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/spring-plant-sale-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=https://fogcalendar.com/event/springtime-in-the-garden-plant-sale-and-more/&docid=KUcicWtN-kmbMM&tbnid=pySUe_qVGv_SNM:&vet=10ahUKEwisy_qmkKDhAhVRo1kKHZZsBtUQMwiaASgjMCM..i&w=561&h=579&bih=751&biw=1600&q=plant%20sale&ved=0ahUKEwisy_qmkKDhAhVRo1kKHZZsBtUQMwiaASgjMCM&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:halleyds@aol.com
mailto:halleyds@aol.com
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