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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Spring is on the way, calling us to wake and feel rejuvenated. To celebrate, we will hold
our Silent “Poster” Auction – “Springtime Calling!” in May. As the new season approaches, it is
the perfect time to start thinking about the services or artwork you’d like to donate through the
poster auction. For example, dinner at your home? A tray of lasagna? A photograph or painting?
Mah Jongg lessons? A boat ride to Masonboro Island? These are just a few of the items that
were offered and purchased at last year’s auction. Donate them again or come up with something
new - be creative!
In the next few months, you’ll be hearing more from the Auction Committee – Pat
Wilkie, Deb File, Doris Chew, Jo Ann Skinner, Linda Grattafiori, and me. Starting in late April,
we’ll have forms available for you to submit your donations. We look forward to seeing what
services, activities, artwork, homemade items, and events you’d like to offer.
Bidding will start in late May, when posters will be hung in Dobkin Hall and you’ll be able to
write your bids on the attached sheets. Bidding will continue for three weeks, so after you bid,
check back to see if you need to raise your bid to win! Winners will be notified in June. The
proceeds from the auction will, of course, benefit the church financially. However, the auction
also benefits YOU because participating is FUN! Regardless of whether you are a donor or a
buyer, you will likely meet new people and have a chance to get to know others better. And, for
me, that is the best part.
I think most of you agree that we get so much from being a part of our church. It is not
only a place to worship but is also a vibrant and caring community. Together, at our church, we
explore our beliefs and values to promote spiritual growth. Together, we attend educational
programs and work to promote social justice. Together, we enjoy coffee hours, open houses,
soup Sundays, and many other church events. And together, we will make this our most
successful auction ever!
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
I’m so excited!!!! We are having a very special guest come on March 17th to preach and meet this
wonderful congregation. Drum roll please… UUA President, the Reverend Susan FrederickGray is coming to Wilmington!!!! (there’s more about it in this month’s Beacon).
Why am I so excited? (Who wouldn’t be?). It is not every day that the President of the Unitarian
Universalist Association comes to town. In fact, this is the very first time a UUA President has
come to Wilmington. President Frederick-Gray is coming to help us celebrate our fiftieth year.
Who could have imagined, fifty years ago, that the President of our Association would honor us
by finding time in her very busy schedule to make a trip to see our congregation? Yet here we
are, and here she’ll be. It says so much about the dedication and generous spirit of this
congregation that we have survived and thrived for fifty years and counting.
I’m excited because President Frederick-Gray is a wonderful preacher and I am looking forward
to hearing her words of wisdom and inspiration. As President, Rev. Susan, has invigorated the
UUA with a new spirit of collaboration and prophetic challenge. In addition, Rev. Susan brings a
pastoral presence and leadership for us all, in these turbulent times.
I’m excited that you will get to meet our President. Sometimes because we are geographically
isolated, we can feel apart from the larger faith. I am excited that we have the opportunity to
strengthen our ties to Unitarian Universalism. In addition to leading worship on Sunday, Rev.
Susan will also spend some time with us during the potluck lunch. You’ll be able to get to meet
her on a more personal basis and she’ll get to meet us on a personal level.
What I am most excited about is being able to show off our congregation. I brag on y’all all of
the time, and now Rev. Susan will get to see us in person. She’ll experience how welcoming and
friendly we are. She’ll get to see the many things we are involved with in the community. She’ll
see that Unitarian Universalism is alive and well in Southeastern North Carolina.
Please plan to come to either service and if you can please try to come to the 9:30 service as we
get pretty crowded at 11:00, especially since the choir will be also providing their wonderful
music.
I’m excited! I hope you are getting excited too. This is perhaps once in a lifetime chance to
welcome a UUA President to our congregation. See you on March 17th.
Blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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a

RE Reflections

Our 1st-3rd graders recently polled individuals to identify the different religions in which our
current UU members were raised. A review of the sticky note poster in Classroom #1 will reveal
that we have more former Catholics and Methodists than any other denomination. I’m grateful
for all the born-again Unitarian Universalists with whom I worship, as their enthusiasm for the
search for meaning is contagious and brings joy to my Sundays. Their reflections on what they
may consider to be their religious baggage may help lead me to religious epiphany, and I
appreciate that.
UUism is woefully under represented on that poster – four people were at home in UU
congregations growing up. How would our congregation be different if a majority of members
were raised in the UU faith, rather than coming to us as adults? The Wilmington-area community
would most certainly be different, as the increased numbers of UUs would raise our
congregation’s visibility, secure a stable future and increase our impact on social justice issues.
This is not an issue unique to our congregation, but one for our denomination.
Our recently revised website now carries the address of “UUCWNC” instead of just “UUCW”
and Rev. Cheryl is trying to get us into the habit of using UUCWNC in any type of
communication. Including “NC” eliminates any possible confusion with other congregations
with similar acronyms. But! I’m an optimist, so I also like to think that it prepares us for meeting
our potential for enlarging the circle of positive impact that our church and denomination has on
our local and broader society. The likelihood of this happening increases with each generation of
UUs that we produce.
As your Director of Religious Education, I take very seriously my responsibility to provide
parents with resources that can be used to help raise the next generation of Unitarian
Universalists. I didn’t realize the number and quality of the resources offered by the Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA) until I became your DRE. My future Beacon columns will
include a Parent Resource of the Month, and starting in April, at least one resource for adult
religious education, as well.
PARENT RESOURCE OF THE MONTH

UU WORLD FAMILY PAGES

HTTPS://WWW.UUA.ORG/FAMILIES/UUWORLD-FAMILY-PAGES

EVERY PRINT ISSUE OF THE UU WORLD MAGAZINE
HAS A PULL-OUT SECTION FOR CHILDREN. THE ON
LINE ARCHIVE IS WELL ORGANIZED, WITH TOPICS
LISTED FOR EACH ONE (EX. HOW TO TEACH A GOOD
APOLOGY, SPORTS PRACTICE – SPIRITUAL
PRACTICE, MAKING OUR OWN SACRED SPACES,
ETC.). SECTIONS ARE INTERACTIVE, AND MAY
INCLUDE A STORY, FACTUAL ARTICLE, ACTIVITIES
THAT SUPPORT THE TOPIC, ETC.

Shalom,
Leslie O’Connor, Director of Religious Education
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Unitarian Universalist Association President
to Visit UUCWNC on March the 17th!

UUA President The Reverend Susan Frederick-Gray will honor us with a visit to our
congregation on March the 17th; preaching at both the 9:30 and the 11:00 service.
She is the ninth president of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) and the first woman
elected to that position. She was elected in June 2017 to a six-year term after serving
congregations in Phoenix, Arizona; Youngstown, Ohio; and Nashville, Tennessee. She lives with
her husband, the Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray, and their son in Cambridge, MA.
In her article, “Love the Hell Out of this World” that appeared in the Winter 2018 issue of the
online version of UU World, Frederick-Gray wrote: If we are not acting fearlessly for human
dignity, compassion, justice, and peace, then we are failing to live our mission.”
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/love-hell-out
A gifted preacher and a visionary leader, President Frederic-Gray has energized the UUA by
challenging the Association to plan and grow for impactful Unitarian Universalist leadership
through:
• Equipping Congregations for health and vitality
• Credentialing, Supporting and Training Leaders and
• Advancing UU Values in the world.
There will be a pot luck reception after the 11:00 service.
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GENEROUS LIFE TEAM

The Generous Life Team has just completed holding a series of Cottage Meetings, designed to
provide an opportunity for small groups to discuss our personal experiences with generous
people and how that kind of generosity can manifest itself within our congregation. We thank
the many individuals who attended one of these meetings and shared their experiences; nearly
100 individuals attended one of 12 meetings. We appreciate your thoughtful comments, ideas,
and suggestions. The Generous Life Team will examine and compile your input within the next
few weeks. This data will be provided to Rev. Cheryl and the Board of Trustees and will be
shared with the congregation in an upcoming Beacon article.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
The Generous Life Team acknowledges the many volunteers who provide their time and talents
to make UUFWNC a special place for each of us to grow our faith.
This month we highlight Bob and Jessica Holm. Over the past several years, this couple has
worked individually and together in many capacities. They have served on the Board of
Trustees, coordinated volunteers from UUCWNC to assist homeless families through the
Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN), coordinated hospitality efforts within our
Congregation, chaired the nominating committee and worked on many other projects including
the annual talent show.
Thank you Bob and Jessica!
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All Are Welcome at Our Table

And the table
will be wide
And the welcome
will be wide
And our arms
will open wide
to gather us in
No matter who you are, where you are from, or which spiritual path you are on, if you have an
open heart and open mind you are welcome here. Our congregation enables us to live our values
aloud, not alone. Our spiritual community cares for each other and helps us to lead lives of
justice, love, learning, and hope.
Bringing EVERYONE to the table to create a better tomorrow is a fundamental part of our
faith. Our congregation thrives because we focus on serving our members and the larger
community. Both are central to our mission.
We come together to the table to share our resources in order to support our congregation, faith,
and community. Join the UUCWNC Board of Trustees and the Generous Life Team as we kick
off our annual pledge drive with a Worship/Breakfast Service on Sunday, April 7 at 9:30 and
11:00 in the Sanctuary. During this special service, you will be provided the opportunity to make
your pledge of financial support for the July, 2019 through June, 2020 fiscal year.
All are welcome at our table!
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Full Moon Gathering for March 2019
March 2019 Worm Full Moon will peak on the same day as the spring
equinox, March 20, 2019. The last time this happened was March 2000.
Before that date, the last time the Full Moon and the spring equinox
coincided was March 20, 1981!!
Another unique feature of March 2019 Worm Full Moon is that it is a supermoon. This means
that the moon will be closest to Earth for the month of March and will give a brighter and bigger
appearance than normal.
The naming of the Worm Moon was for the slight warming of the earth and the “restlessness of
the worms in the soil”~~~
The March 2019 Full Moon gathering will be on Tuesday evening March 19 at 7:00pm at the
home of Therese L. Therese will also be our High Priestess. We will be celebrating our
womanhood and the goddess that influence us and our homes especially during the Full Moons.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also
be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings.

NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team
The Welcome Classes are starting in just a little more than one week, Sunday, March 3!!
HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR THE CLASSES? If not, the class sign-up sheet is at the
Welcome Table. Please sign as soon as possible and indicate childcare if needed. Dates and times
of classes are,
1.) Sunday, March 3 at 1:00pm (after 2nd Sunday Service)
2.) Thursday, March 7 at 6:00pm (pizza with soft drinks night!)
3.) Sunday, March 10 at 1:00pm (after 2nd Sunday Service)
In addition to receiving information about Unitarian Universalism, these classes will help you
prepare for membership in Unitarian Universalism. These classes will also help you in making
the decision of becoming a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Wilmington.
Membership is an individual commitment but does require a private meeting with Rev.
Cheryl before the church membership book can be signed.
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The WELCOME Table
The mission of the Welcome Table is to
provide a
warm welcome on Sunday mornings to our visitors,
members
and friends. In addition to providing Welcoming, the Welcome Table provides information about
our church and in particular Membership. Childcare and church activities information is also given out at
the Table.

❖

GREETING
Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings. Just stop by the Welcome Table after
Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet!
Membership team: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Tina Schenk, Merritt Blalock, Becki Schreiber,
Kami O’Keeffe and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.

❖

Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring Committee provide short term
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or
crisis. We are here for you. Please let us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church or
the doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in strictest
confidence.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference within our beloved community, consider
offering to make a meal, give a ride or provide a visit when needed. If you are interested contact
any of our members: Carol Ann Davis, Diane Halley, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami
O'Keeffe, Kim Singleton and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
The March Caring Committee Chair is Kami O’Keeffe.
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UUCWNC Social Justice Advisory Group
The UUCWNC Social Justice Advisory Group held its first meeting in January focused on the
work of creating a justice seeking congregation. The group’s mission will be to plan and
prioritize UUCW social justice work, build and nurture community partnerships, and engage the
congregation through education, volunteer recruitment, and leadership development initiatives.
Its role will be to facilitate our congregation’s social justice endeavors.
UUCWNC Social Justice efforts to date focus on three important issues: racial justice, economic
justice and voting rights advocacy. Examples of actions that support these foci include, but are
not limited to: MLK march, attendance at NAACP breakfast and meetings, HK March on J
(Historic Thousands Jones St March), Souls to the Polls and voter education and registration,
and cash bail coalition efforts. In addition, members of the congregation represent UUCWNC in
serving the community through work with Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, Support the Port and
Family Promise (homeless initiative).
The SJ advisory group will be studying social justice efforts in the larger UU community,
discovering more about our congregation’s passion and expertise in social justice work and
learning about the community through existing community assessments and interviews. These
efforts will help inform future actions.
Several emerging initiatives include:
• Reaffirmation of the welcoming congregation process (ensuring we are a faith community
that strives for inclusion of LGBTQ members)
• Seeking to end the predatory cash bail system in our county and state (In partnership with
the Progressive Book Club)
• Supporting the You Can Vote community forum
• Confronting white supremacy through establishing an adult common read of White
Fragility and discussion group
Advisory Group members are Eden Avery, Pamela Cook, Betsy Randall-David, Raine Morgan,
Elizabeth Terry, Delthea Simmons, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, Leslie O’Connor (staff support),
Becki Schreiber and Carl Middleton.
The group welcomes hearing about the social justice passions and
concerns of the congregation members as it establishes its path
forward.
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Tax Season – YUCK!
This is the tax season, as if we need to be reminded. Many are
wondering how the new tax law will affect us personally as we wrestle
completing our tax returns due this April 15th. With the new higher
standard deduction, it is estimated that 9 out of 10 filers who itemized
deductions in the past will not itemize in the future. A lot of
Churches and Charitable Organizations have been concerned with the
possible negative effect the higher standard deduction will have on donors who will no longer be
able to deduct their contributions. Time will tell but we don’t think this will affect the generous
spirit of our congregation.
Our Treasurer John Grigsby and your Finance Committee (on which I have been a member for
over four years now) want to take this opportunity to pass along a beneficial tax reminder that
will help some of us lower our tax burden.
If you are 70½ or older, as I will become this year, you can make a Qualified Charitable
Contribution to the UUCW from your IRA and not have to pay income tax on your withdrawal.
This is not a new provision in the law but many have not taken advantage of this savings. All of
us with IRAs that are 70½ or older must take a mandatory disbursement (RMD) no later than
April 1 of the following year we reach that age. The disbursement is taxed as regular income, at
your highest marginal rate.
The requirements are relatively simple. The charitable distribution must be:
•

From a traditional IRA or a Roth IRA;

•

Direct from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization—with no intervening
possession or ownership by the IRA owner;

•

On or after the IRA owner has reached age 70½; and

•

A contribution to an organization that would qualify as a charitable organization under
Sec. 170(b(1)(a). UUCW qualifies.

So, in general, if you are 70½, have an IRA, and contribute to the UUCW, you are throwing
money away if you don’t take advantage of this provision of the law. We encourage you to seek
advice from your financial advisor or tax accountant on how this applies to your individual
situation. John Grigsby or any member of the Finance Committee will be happy to assist you
and answer your questions if we can. Good luck on your taxes.
Fred Campau, Finance Committee Member
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Be in the Room Where It Happens!
Do you want to be in the “Room Where it Happens”? Consider a seat on The Board of Trustees
(BOT) where the most important work of the congregation takes place. This is a great
opportunity to be part of the group responsible for developing the vision, general direction and
policies for the future of the church.
Board members meet for 3-4 hours a month. They set their regular meeting time, usually
towards the end of the month from 6-8 PM. There is an annual retreat and one book of required
reading.
First year Board members are not expected to hold a specific office. Rather, they participate by
sharing their views and vision for the church.
If you are interested in this great opportunity to shape the future of the Congregation please fill
out an application (if you had not done so already) and submit it to the nominating committee.
You can find the applications in the foyer where the other brochures are located. Once you have
completed the application please place in the nominating committee mailbox in the center
hallway. If you have any questions about the responsibilities of Board or Nominating Committee
please contact us at nominating@uucwnc.org.

Plan to participate with the UUCW in the second annual Wilmington HIV/AIDS Awareness
Run/Walk, Saturday March 23 from 10am - 2pm at Greenfield Lake Park. We will join the
community in this important event to bring awareness and enhance education around the issues
of HIV/AIDS testing, prevention, and stigma elimination. Registration fee is $25. Be sure to join
the UU Congregation team! Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thinkredilm-hiv-aidsawareness-runwalk-tickets. Learn more about the event organizer, SEEDS of Healing, at
www.seedsofhealinginc.org. Contact Eden Avery with any questions.
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Share the Plate! Nominate!
Share the Plate (STP) is a UU Wilmington congregational outreach which supports UUCW and
UUA affiliated organizations and local, state, regional and national efforts. We reported in last
month’s Beacon that our congregation contributed over $25,000 to 39 organizations in our first
two years (2017-2018).
We're excited to be moving into another year with opportunities to contribute to even more
organizations. Here's where you come in. We'd love the Share the Plate program to reflect the
wishes of the entire congregation. Could you take a few minutes to reflect on some organizations
you know that are in alignment with our UU principles and in need of financial support? Perhaps
you volunteer with an organization that could benefit from additional financial support. Or you
might know about agencies that provide needed services in our community but could enhance
their efforts with additional support. Once you’ve identified some deserving organizations, then
read the process below and take a few minutes to fill out one or more nomination forms.
The nomination process is easy. Just follow the simple steps below:
1. Pick up a Nomination Form from the bulletin board on the back wall in Dobkin Hall.
2. Fill out the Nomination Form with your information and the information of your
nominee.
3. If you have a personal connection to the organization, please add a 2-3 sentence
description of your experience. This description will help personalize the nomination.
4. Place the Nomination Form in the designated envelope on the bulletin board in Dobkin.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of the STP committee members listed
on the nomination form.
We look forward to getting lots of good nominations for 2019.
Thank you.
.
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Fran Schindler of the Final Exit Network
(formerly the Hemlock Society)
Presents
“Existential Angst and the Practicalities of Getting Dead”
Sunday, March 10th, 2:00pm Dobkin Hall
In 2003, to realize social change more effectively, the Hemlock Society split into two groups that
continue to support each other’s missions: ‘Compassion & Choices’ focuses on legislative change
and ‘Final Exit Network’ focuses on assisting individuals who are suffering now and need help
arranging for their own death – with dignity and within the framework of existing state laws.
There is no charge for Final Exit Network’s services. Explore their website here: http://final
exitnetwork.org/. Invite a friend, all are welcome. In an interactive session, Fran will explain
their mission and answer any questions you may have.
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