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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Most Unitarian Universalist, I suspect, began their spiritual journey as did I in a Christian church
of some variety. During my 55 years of membership in a UU congregation, I have seen the
UUA transform from an organization deeply in rooted in the Christian tradition, albeit with a
couple of twists, to an Association of spiritual seekers committed to a set of core values, which
we call our seven principles. For a variety of reasons, both social and cultural, I believe that
former members of traditional Christian faiths, both Protestant and Catholic, will continue to
constitute the majority of UU membership well into the foreseeable future.
In that same past half century, as the UUA has become increasingly welcoming to a diversity of
religious thought, some Christian denominations have become increasingly doctrinaire and
exclusive. Many of us raised in churches which were noncreedal, emphasized the individual’s
liberty of conscience, and championed the separation of church and state hardly recognize the
denomination of our youth.
As this change has occurred in some denominations, in large part because of a secular media,
rigid fundamentalist Christians have come to be viewed by many as representative of the
Christian faith. And since many of us UUs left our original faith because of aspects of it we
could no longer accept, we are sometimes more susceptible to this conflation that perhaps we
should be. But fundamentalists are not the sole representative of Christianity, and our former
faiths have often served us well, and continue to do so.
For many of us, it was our former faiths that instilled our basic moral and ethical values, that
taught us to respect the dignity of all persons, that awakened our sense of social justice, that
promoted in us a sense of the divine. Even in the South of the 1950s, it was the African
American Christian church that powered the civil rights movement, aided in no small measure by
white allies from Catholic, mainline Protestant, and even evangelical clergy and congregations.
And both Catholic and Protest congregations have played, and continue to play, a major role in
the social justice movement, ministering to the many in need in our society.
So, let us as UUs hold fast to the values instilled in former congregations, recognize the
contributions of Christian institutions to our larger society, and reject the false notion that
fundamentalist are representative of all Christianity.
Melton McLaurin
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Love is a gift. When we give it, our hearts are enlarged. When we receive it our souls are
enriched. When we give love, our hearts are enriched. When we give love our souls are enlarged.
Whether we receive or give love our lives are better. There are many kinds of love that we can
receive or give. There is romantic love, there is familial love, there is friendship love, there is
universal love and there is self-love. There may be more types of love, but I think these are the
ones that are most familiar to us. No matter what type of love we give and/or receive we are
better for it.
Love is endless. I don’t think we ever stop loving someone if we ever did love them. We may not
like them, but once we give our love I don’t think we ever truly take it back. There is still some
part of us that loves the person. Even when a person dies we still love them and we still feel the
love they gave us. Love is truly the gift that keeps on giving.
Love is abundant. There is no limit to the amount of love we have. Unlike some resources such
as time and money, love does not have a finite quantity. We have an abundant quantity of love to
give. We can be as generous as we can with love, because no matter how much you give, there is
still more you can give. And no matter how much you receive there is more that can be received.
The more love you give the more love you receive.
Love is necessary. We know we need food and water and shelter to survive, but we need love to
thrive. Babies who do not experience love through caring touch will not grow and many will die.
Without love, even at the earliest of ages, we do not feel the need to continue living. Love is not
a luxury, it is a necessity.
Love has many ways to express itself. It is a word of kindness and affirmation to someone who
needs one. It is a gentle touch, a hug, given to someone who wants one. It is doing a little thing
for someone because you can. It is wanting to do for someone what they would have you do for
them. Love says to someone you matter.
Love is the mission of the church. It may not be in our mission statement and we many not
consciously think of it as part of our mission; but if the church is to mean anything in our lives it
must first and foremost be a place where we experience love. It must be a place where we can
give love and where we can receive love. Where we are loved for who we are, just as we are.
Ultimately this is the fundamental purpose of the church.
I love you, now and forever.
Rev. Cheryl
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RE Reflections
Do you know what VBS is? It stands for ‘Vacation Bible School’. I didn’t know that until I’d moved
from the northeast to North Carolina when I was in eighth grade. But I learned about it quickly, because
as I was trying to make new friends in a very foreign environment, and I realized even kids old enough
to drive and have part-time jobs and to be preparing for the SATs were expected to spend at least one
week each summer in VBS.
I had had plenty of classmates and friends growing up in New Jersey who went to Catechism or Hebrew
School but not so much this thing called Vacation Bible School. I didn’t think much about it until I
began raising my own children in NC and recognizing that we, as a family, were really missing out on an
equivalent of VBS for our more liberal religion. It doesn’t hurt for children AND adults to have a
booster shot of faith occasionally – there is more to religious education than what we do on Sunday
mornings.
I know that families start planning summer vacations and day care arrangements right about now, and
the VBS signs are going up right on cue – I passed three of them just today. So I thought I’d remind
everyone that we DO have summer camp options for UU kids – and adults! Please, seriously consider
including one of these camps in your family plans. And only one of these listings is for children only –
the information can be used by adults, too!
SUUSI: https://www.suusi.org/ SUUSI stands for Southeastern Unitarian Universalist Summer
Institute. For over 63 years, SUUSI has met for one week in summer for the second largest annual
assembly of UUs! The theme for 2019 will be ‘Sacred Spaces’ and will meet July 14-20. The words on
their website describe it so much better than I could. Importantly, know that there are both
multigenerational activities for the whole family to enjoy and adult workshops/seminars for parents
while children enjoy their own age-appropriate gatherings – get great quality time with the family and
alone time for yourself! SUUSI meets at Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, NC – in the Great
Smokey Mountains.
Shelter Neck: http://shelterneckuucamp.org/ Shelter Neck is located outside Burgaw, NC about 50
minutes from our congregational home. I am still trying to confirm summer camp plans, as Shelter Neck
experienced extensive damage from Hurricane Florence. 2019 dates as currently noted are June 30-July 6
for rising 6th graders to 13 year olds and July 7-13 for teens aged 14-17. The theme this year is ‘Awe and
Wonder’. This is a great camp for a first ‘over-night’ camp experience due to its relative proximity and
the fact that your child will be with other UUs. Both of my boys insisted on returning to this camp each
summer after their first attendance, and my youngest is hoping to volunteer as a counselor this year.
The Mountain: https://themountainrlc.org/retreats/ The Mountain Retreat & Conference Center is
located in Highlands, NC. There are year-round events held in this beautiful, rustic place. For 2019,
children’s camps start around the week of June 8th, and there are many to choose from.
CU2C2: http://www.cu2c2.org/: Stands for Conference of Unitarian Universalist Camps and
Conferences and it’s a UUA-related directory of UU camps all over the country – great if you’re
traveling this summer.
UU’re Home: https://uurehome.com/joomla/ This is a terrific resource if you enjoy staying in B&B’s
when traveling, instead of standard hotels or camping. There is a network of UU’s who own and operate
Bed & Breakfasts all over the US and abroad. There is a $10.00 annual fee for access to their directory,
so consider it while you’re making travel plans for the summer.
Don’t forget the bug spray!
Shalom,
Leslie O’Connor
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GENEROUS LIFE TEAM

“I thought the Cottage Meeting was a lovely way to bring us together and ponder on the many
ways that people in the congregation can be generous with our time and talents. I’m so glad I
went.” Jill Pollock
Have you been hearing the buzz about Cottage Meetings? Good news!! There’s still time to sign
up for a time to attend one of these meetings.
The Generous Life Team is seeking your input as we explore the many ways we are living our
lives with generous spirits. The Cottage Meetings are a great way to meet and get to know other
members and to learn from one another about this interesting and thought-provoking topic.
Below you will find the dates that are still available for sign up. You can sign up after a Sunday
Service or, if you prefer, you can call Sylvia Quinn (info at the bottom of the table below). We
look forward to seeing you soon!
DATE

TIME

TYPE OF
GROUP

LOCATION

01/27/19
Sunday
01/30/19
Wednesday

9:30-10:30
am
6:30-8:30 pm

RE Parents of
Children
Open

02/04/19
Monday
02/11/19
Monday
02/17/19
Sunday
02/19/19
Tuesday

6:30-8:00 pm

Open

1:00-2:30 pm

Open

12:15-1:45
pm
6:30-8:00 pm

Open

02/20/19
Wednesday
02/21/19
Thursday
02/24/19
Sunday

6:30-8:00 pm

Open

1:00-2:30 pm

Open

9:30-10:30
am

Quest

UUCWNC
Dobkin Hall
Home of Pamela Waite
503 Glasgow Ave
Wilmington, 28403
UUCWNC
Sanctuary
UNCWNC
Dobkin Hall
UUCWNC
Classroom #1
Home of John Grigsby &
Sylvia Quinn
822 Beachwalk Drive
Winnabow 28479
UUCWNC
Classroom #1
UUCWNC
Dobkin Hall
UUCWNC
Dobkin Hall

Brunswick
County
Residents

For more information or to sign up please contact:
Sylvia Quinn 910-262-4236 or sybquinn@gmail.com
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THANK YOU, UUCWNC VOLUNTEERS!
The Generous Life Team acknowledges the many volunteers who provide their time and talents
to make UUCWNC a special place for each of us to grow our faith.
This month we highlight the Choir and the Musicians who volunteer under the direction of Sally
Spalding, Choir Director. Once a month from September through June, the UUCWNC Choir
and Band participate in Sunday services with songs about a relevant holiday for that month, the
season of the year, or the monthly worship theme.

The UUCWNC CHOIR
Front Row: Robin B., Tina B., Tim G., Ed O., Dot H., Sylvia Q.
Second Row: Thea H., Cheryl L., Jerry W., Tina S, Robin G., Janel O., Pianist Diane H.
Third Row: Fran S., Beth O., Dee G., Don S., Sally F., Kelly W-R, Choir Director Sally S.
Last Row: Fred C., Tom P., Robert D.
Not Pictured: Jessica H. and Terre W.

UUCWNC MUSICANS
Martha B. (horn and electric bass),
Ed B. (guitar) and
Kat F. (percussion)

UUCWNC RECORDER CONSORT
Gail W., Cheryl L., Sally S., Elton E., Joan O.
Not Pictured: Don S.
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Full Moon Gathering for February 2019
February’s full moon is named, the Snow Moon for the
large amount snow on the ground. As the North American
tribes experienced scarcity of food sources and difficult
hunting conditions with the snow, the tribes also gave the this
moon the name Hunger Moon or the Storm Moon.
The February Full Moon gathering will be on Tuesday evening February 19 at 7:00pm at the
home of Kami O. Our High Priestess will be Kathryn W. As always, we will be celebrating our
womanhood and the goddess that influence us and our homes especially during the Full Moons.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also
be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings.

NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team

As promised last month, the dates for the spring Welcome Classes have been set!! There
will be 3 classes all in March. The dates are:
1.) Sunday, March 3 at 1:00pm (after 2nd Sunday Service)
2.) Thursday, March 7 at 6:00pm (pizza with soft drinks night!)
3.) Sunday, March 10 at 1:00pm
There will be a class sign-up sheet and more information about the classes at the Welcome
Table. Please stop by the Welcome Table before or after Sunday Services for this and/or other
information.
These classes will help you prepare for membership in Unitarian Universalism and also help you
in making the decision of becoming a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Wilmington.
Membership is an individual commitment but does require a private meeting with Rev.
Cheryl before the church membership book can be signed. This being said, you are encouraged
to become a member of the church to benefit from all that our members enjoy.
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The WELCOME Table
The mission of the Welcome Table is to provide a warm welcome on Sunday mornings to
our visitors, members and friends. In addition to providing Welcoming, the Welcome Table
provides information about the church and in particular Membership. Childcare and church activities
information is also given out at the Table.

GREETING
Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings. Just stop by the Welcome Table after
Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet!

Membership team: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Carol Anne Davis, Tina Schenk, Merritt Blalock,
Margaret Armstrong, Kami O’Keffe and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.

Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring Committee provide short term
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or
crisis. We are here for you. Please let us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church or
the doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in strictest
confidence.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference within our beloved community, consider
offering to make a meal, give a ride or provide a visit when needed. If you are interested contact
any of our members: Carol Ann Davis, Diane Halley, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami
O'Keeffe, Kim Singleton and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
The February Caring Committee Chair is Jeannie Lennon.
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SHARE THE PLATE
Half the "Plate" Makes a Whole Lot of Difference!
Two years ago, Eden Avery, Sally Freeman, Joyce Elliott, and
Reverend Cheryl introduced the Share the Plate program. It awards
half of each week's collection plate proceeds to an organization that
is working to meet a need in our local community, or joins in
partnership with a broader UUA initiative. We have already
supported 39 organizations by gifting more than $25,000. Happy
birthday STP!!
Who should we support this year? Perhaps you volunteer for a non-profit group that could do
even more with a little extra funding. Maybe you would like to give back to an organization that
helped in a time of need. Do you wish you could make a larger financial contribution towards a
project protecting our natural resources? With more than 1,000 non-profit organizations in
Wilmington alone, we need your input to identify those that are effectively supporting the wellbeing of our community.
Just fill out one (or two or three) of the nomination forms that can be found on a bulletin board
in Dobkin Hall and drop it in the STP envelope, which is also there. Any questions or
suggestions can be directed to the 2019 team:
Betsy Randall-David - betsyrandalldavid @ gmail.com
Cornelia Maxted. - cvsmaxted @ gmail.com
Mary Ann Stibbe - maryann.stibbe @ gmail.com
Past recipients: UUA Chalice Lighter Call (2 times), Nourish NC, Annie H. Snipes Academy of
Arts and Design, Mother Hubbard's Cupboard, YWCA Lower Cape Fear (2 times), National
Alliance on Mental Illness Wilmington, Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Nature Connect
NC, Monty's Home, Phoenix Hometown Hires, Cape Fear Clinic, UUA Hurricane Harvey
Recovery Fund, Support the Port, Family Promise of Lower Cape Fear/WIHN, UUA Disaster
Relief Fund, Humanity Now—Direct Refugee Relief, Foster Pantry, Native American Toys for
Tots Program, Recovery Resource Center, Full Belly Project, North Carolina Justice Center,
Team First Book—New Hanover County, Aljheen Williams Teens Against Violence, North
Carolina Justice Ministries, Special Olympics—New Hanover County, Cape Fear River Watch,
NC Foundation for Public School Children, First Universalist Church of Southold, NY, Leading
Into New Communities, RAICES, Kids Making It, North Carolina Disaster Relief Fund, UU
Shelter Neck, Temple of Israel, Foxes Boxes, Southeastern Environmental Law Center, Food
Bank of Central and Southeastern NC, Nurse-Family Partnership, and Cape Fear Literacy
Center.
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FEB. 17
February's Third Sunday Open House will be at the home of Thea Hagepanos and Don Smith
on Sunday February 17th from 4 to 7:00 pm. Plan to bring a covered dish and enjoy the
fellowship of your UU congregation. There will be more information and flyers with driving
directions later in the month.

Save the Date!
We will have a special guest speaker from the Final Exit Network (formerly
The Hemlock Society) whose mission is: Any competent person unbearably suffering
an intractable medical condition has the option to die legally and
peacefully. www.finalexitnetwork.org com
petent
Sunday, March 10, 2019
1:30 pm in the Sanctuary
person unbearably suffering an intractable

Openings on the Board and Nominating Committee
There will be 3 openings on the Board and 4 on the Nominating Committee
this year. If you are interested in serving on either please fill out an
application (if you had not done so already) and submit it to the nominating
committee. You can find the applications in the foyer where the other
brochures are located. Once you have completed the application please place
in the nominating committee mailbox in the center hallway. If you have any
questions about the responsibilities of Board or Nominating Committee
members please send your inquiries to nominating@uucwnc.org.
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