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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
I might be better at running a contest on the best April Fools prank, but I’m in the last months
of serving on our Board of Trustees, and thought I should share more substantive thoughts.
I was so happy to finally find our congregation. I moved to Ocean Isle from a very thriving U.U.
congregation in N.J. At that time our Wilmington church was called a fellowship. I thought that
meant folding chairs in a rented space without a permanent minister. And I needed the Whole
Deal!!!
So, two years later, when “CBS Sunday Morning” was not cutting it anymore, I again looked up
U.U. churches in my area, and saw there was a standing church in Wilmington. I quickly beat a
path north on Rte. 17. I was so happy!
Shortly after I started attending, there was a “Pathways to Membership”(now called “Welcome
Classes”, the next session is April 8,11,15). If you are new, or simply interested in attending, sign
up! It just might put a smile on your face to hear others’ stories, of people who probably agree a
lot with you. The class I attended, had many interesting people; Terry, Fred,Cathy, Don, Sally,
Mike, Laura, all then joined and still continue today as active members.
There as several experiences available that will raise your spirits. Just walk in the door Sunday
morning and you are greeted by members of the Welcome Committee, then enter the sanctuary,
participate in the wonderful service, and upon leaving, if you wish, a hug is always offered by
Rev. Cheryl. In addition, you can also head towards Dobkin Hall for coffee, conversation and
Pam’s homemade chocolate chip cookies. (Yummy!)
There is so much here to feel good about. You can pat yourself on the back, after you have been
attended a march, done work with the Social Justice team, sang in the choir, joined the book
club, or taught R.E.(religious education) to our children.
I would be remiss if I failed to mention the Caring Committee. They do CARE!!! My stubborn
ole self, lately, had a few health problems. Women from the committee, called often and offered
to drive to my home with food, during my convalescence. Reverend Cheryl visited me in the
hospital. By the way, if you are not having such a sunshiny day, call her, and make an
appointment for a chat. On this I am quite serious! This congregation really does care! The
kindnesses shown to me were life changing!
As our congregation enters its fiftieth year, there will be joy-filled celebrations. I hope you will
reflect on how fortunate we are to have THIS place of worship.
Consider giving generously in all manners of time, treasure ($$$) and talent! To quote a U.U.
hymn, “ Come, Come Whoever You Are...”.
Keep your sunny side up! On April Fool’s Day, make a few caramel onions. (See me for details!)
Pat Forrest
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
1968 was an important year in the history of the United States, and the world. It became known
as a turning point in American history, as we moved out of the post World War II era, into an
era of uncertainty and rebellion. We no longer had the same rosy outlook of the world, as we
were forced to deal with the real truths about who we were and who were not as a people, and as
a nation.
The Civil Rights movement was in full force. African Americans demanded the back of right to
vote and equal access to housing and education. The Women’s movement was picking up steam,
and no longer would women be told their place was in the kitchen. The Gay Rights movement
(as it was known then) was also gaining momentum as lesbians and gays demanded the same
basic rights as heterosexuals. We were entering a time when America was being challenged to live
up to its promise of equal rights for all of its citizens.
1968 also marked a time of great upheaval. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in April of
that year. He was supposed to be in Wilmington on April 4th but decided to stay an extra day in
Memphis. Riots broke out in almost every major American city as people saw the assassination
as a tipping point; and the non-violence that Dr. King spoke of seemed, to many, to no longer
be a viable solution. Later in the year, Robert F. Kennedy was also assassinated and the hope he
brought to the Presidential race seemed to die with it. Riots broke out in Chicago during the
Democratic National Convention. The county, it seemed, was split down the middle.
In the midst of this turmoil, something else happened. Something special. A small group of
people planted a seed of hope in Wilmington, and what is now the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Wilmington was born. It took the vision, dedication and joyous hard work of a
few people to keep watering that little seed. Now, 50 years later, it has grown into a hardy tree of
progressive religion. Its roots and deep and its branches are many.
On April 29th we will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our congregation and express our
gratitude to those visionary founders. Like all living things, our tree still needs our care. It needs
us to have a vision, dedication and the willingness to joyously work hard to keep it alive and well
and blossoming. Let us commit ourselves to the future of this congregation so that fifty years
from now our roots will be even deeper and our branches even stronger. And a new people will
celebrate.
Peace and many kind blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS
Is it spring yet? I am looking forward to warmer days!
April 1st is Easter, and we will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt between the services, behind
Dobkin Hall (weather-permitting). The 8th-12th graders will be our “bunnies,” setting out the eggs
and other goodies for the younger children to find. After class, bring your students out to the
picnic table area, where we’ll gather for our hunt. Please bring a basket or bag for each child.
(I’ll have a few in case someone forgets!) Once we’re all there (approximately 10:40), the fun will
begin. All are welcome to watch!
Our teens spent two Sundays in Quest; one Sunday they shared some important music, and the
following Sunday, they listened to the adults’ selections. They will attend one more Quest session
in April, where they will share books that were relevant to them. The teens also made signs to
carry at the March for Our Lives.
Our 3rd-7th graders are working on fighting the “Horcrux” (wrong that needs to be righted) of
illiteracy. They will be donating their children’s books to our UUCWNC Book and Plant sale,
and any remaining books will be donated to shelters and other local charities that will provide
books to children. In addition, they took some time to discuss the issue of safety in schools, and
many plan to participate in the March for Our Lives that will take place before this newsletter is
published. The insight that these children have is just amazing; I believe we have some future
leaders in this class!
We’ve scheduled a Welcome! Class for April 8, 11 and 15. These are great sessions for anyone
who would like to learn more about Unitarian Universalism and our congregation. Each class
covers different material, so we recommend you attend each of them if possible. Childcare will
be provided with prior coordination. Please contact me to register: dre@uufwilmington.org.
We also have started a Rumi Reading Group that will take place on the 3rd Friday of each
month, from 12:30-2:30 pm. The group will determine which poems they will read and discuss.
Please contact me to register for the April 20th session so you can receive any advance
information, and so we have enough handouts: dre@uufwilmington.org.
In the works are a UU Common Read book group and a UU History class, so watch the
Order of Service and UUNews for information!
Navigators Scouts - for children of all genders, ages 5-18: We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of each month at 6 pm. April meetings are on the 4th and 18th. New members are
always welcome! Recent meetings have covered activities for construction, camping and hiking
badges. Contact me for a link to our Facebook group, or to be put on our email list:
dre@uufwilmington.org.
Peace,
~Sue
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team
Spring is here and so are the spring Welcome Classes! Any and everyone are invited to
attend these classes! The dates are April 8 Sunday; April 11 Wednesday; and April 15 Sunday.
The Sunday dates are at 1pm and the Wednesday date is at 6pm.
The content of these classes vary, however each class is different enough that attendance
to all three classes would be highly recommended. There are no mandates to become a member
of UUCWNC after the classes. Membership is an individual commitment but does require a
private meeting with Rev. Cheryl before the church book can be signed. This being said, you are
encouraged to become a member of the church to benefit from all that our members enjoy.
We still could use the help of 2-3 more caring and committed people who are interested in
volunteering at the Welcome Table before and after Sunday services. This is especially needed
due to summer vacations coming up soon!

The Welcome Table
The mission of the Welcome Table is to provide a warm welcome on Sunday mornings to
our visitors, members and friends. In addition to providing Welcoming, the Welcome Table
provides information about the church and in particular Membership. Childcare and church activities
information is also given out at the Table.
Contact Diane Miller if interested. She will help you sharpen your welcoming skills and
promises that you will enjoy your time at the Welcome Table. Contact info:
dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings. Just stop by the Welcome Table after
Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet!

Membership team: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Carol Anne Davis and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
New Welcome Table members: Becki Schreiber, Tina Schenk, Margaret Armstrong, Merritt
Blalock.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
As UUCW looks toward our Annual Meeting, the Nominating
Committee invites your thoughtful consideration of congregational
leadership for the upcoming few years. There are 3 vacancies on
the Board of Trustees, a 3 year term requiring a commitment of
several hours time each month; a vacancy for Treasurer, which
because of its obvious importance and time commitment the
congregation has voted to separate from other Board
responsibilities; and 3 vacancies on the Nominating Committee, a
2 year term active only during the spring of each year.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving in any of these posts, please find an
application in the literature rack in the front lobby, or on the bulletin board in Dobkin Hall, or
from a member of the Nominating Committee: Dot Hodder, Jessica Holm, Heidi Kaufman,
Maggie Parish, and Mary Clark.

FAMILY PROMISE (WIHN)
April 1 & 2, April 8th.
WIHN unites communities of faith in a collaborative effort to assist homeless families. We
are looking for volunteers to help with:
Moving beds and setting up the rooms on April 1st and moving beds on April 8th, providing
and serving food and cleanup for April 2nd, evening host for both nights, overnight hosts
for April 2nd. We also need a couple volunteers to drive the van to the next church (St
Matthews on College).
Some volunteer positions have been filled, but we need more people to step up and help out
with this Church-sponsored community commitment. New members and friends are
welcome to help!
Contact Bob or Jessica Holm, WIHN Coordinators
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HOSPITALITY
Please give a gift of your service to Sunday Hospitality. Sign-up sheet is
next to the kitchen window in Dobkin Hall.
It’s easy! It’s fun! If you feel “lost”, please let me know and we can do
this together.
For our newest members and friends, this is a great way to meet people!
For our more “seasoned” friends and members, good hospitality shows who we are. Please
support this church-wide effort.
ALSO, be sure to keep our kitchen in mind when you shop. We always need cookies and other
treats along with COFFEE! What would “Coffee Hour” be without coffee?
Thank you! Bob and Jessica Holm

VARIETY SHOW!

Mark the date! Friday, May 11th for the Second Annual UUCWNC Variety Show!
This event is for all ages. Don’t know what to do? There is time to figure that out! We have time,
but don’t wait too long. I’m looking for around 15 “acts”. Just let me know if you plan to participate.
This is NOT a fundraiser. This is purely for family fun! Please contact Jessica Holm

PICNIC
Mark the date! Sunday, June 10th is our Annual UUCWNC Picnic!
Shelter #4 at Hugh Macrae Park.

This year, we will be in

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs (including a vegan selection) will be available. Please bring a dish to
share. Volunteers will be solicited for this event so please keep that in mind also. Thank you for
all past and future volunteers that always make this event memorable.
Bob and Jessica Holm
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Food Drive for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard
Saturday, April 21st - Volunteers Needed
The next Food Drive collection for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard has been scheduled for
Saturday, April 21 at the Harris Teeter at the Hanover Center on Oleander across from
Independence Mall. Volunteering involves passing out flyers in front of the store and asking
arriving shoppers to purchase a few extra items for the hungry clients of Mother Hubbard’s
Cupboard, an emergency food pantry in downtown Wilmington, which UUCW supports.
There are five shifts, and we need two people for each shift as follows: 9 10:30 am, 10:30 am -12 pm, 12-1: 30 pm, 1:30 – 3pm, and 3 – 4:15 pm. We
also need someone to pick up the food at 4:15 and haul it to the Cupboard
– preferably with an SUV or truck.
If you could help out by taking one of these slots, it would be much appreciated. The need is
great for food for the less fortunate. Just email or phone me with your preferred time slot, and I
will try to accommodate you. Or you can talk to me on Sunday. After the schedule is
confirmed, I’ll email it to all volunteers along with complete instructions. If you’ve never done
this before and would like more info before you commit, just give me a call.
Thanks for your continued support of MHC,
Robin Gugan robingugan@gmail.com 910-620-8427

FULL MOON gathering for April
The full Pink Moon of April arrives with the appearance of the wild ground phlox, one
of the first spring flowers. During the Pink Moon, other spring flowers soon appear. The Pink
Moon of April frequently is also known as the Sprouting Grass Moon, the Egg Moon or the
Fish Moon.
The Full Moon gathering for March will be held at Christine M home on Tuesday evening April
24 at 7:00pm. Therese L will be our High Priestess for the evening. Therese will offer an
appropriate program celebrating spring, our goddesses and women.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This
website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings
including directions to the gatherings.
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The Flame Grows Brighter
When we can call "the other" our brother
When we open our minds to the beliefs of another
When we move beyond divisions and walls
When we embrace a faith with love for us all

We are living in a time when we are experiencing
growing attacks on the rights and values we have
worked so hard for. Issues like discrimination,
hatred, climate change, inequality, and
homelessness will not be resolved unless we are
willing to act.
These challenging times make it clear why we
have chosen to be Unitarian Universalists and why
we join and support the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Wilmington. Here we connect
in love to search for truth and meaning, explore
our values and our spirituality, and learn to live
our values in the world.
Every time we come together, whether it is during
worship services, a QUEST discussion, a committee meeting, a Soup Sunday, a
Chalice Circle, an Open House, to visit a sick member, or to march in the streets, the
Unitarian Universalist flame of truth, love and justice grows ever brighter.

SPECIAL WORSHIP
&
J
OIN
S
BREAKFAST U
SERVICE
SUNDAY, MAY 6

We have ambitious goals for 2018-2019, goals that will
require the generous participation of all our members. To
kick off our annual pledge drive we are having a special
Worship and Breakfast Service, Sunday May 6 in the
Sanctuary.
Now is the time to come together to grow our
Congregation’s energy and activity level. Now is the time
to come together, worship together, and mobilize our
collective intentions like never before.
The Generous Life Team
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APRI L IS BOOK AND PLANT SALE MONTH!!!
Our annual UUCW Book and Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, May 5, from 9:00a.m. to
1:00p.m. This is a fun and profitable fundraiser -- and it offers you the opportunity to donate
books (as well as CDs/DVDs/Puzzles & Games) and plants (outdoor and indoor), and then
come shopping to restock your shelves and gardens!
Please drop off your book donations: Thursday, May 3, from 9am-2pm in the closet area of the
foyer; Friday, May 4 from 9am-2pm along the perimeter of Dobkin Hall, or to a volunteer in
Dobkin Hall between 4pm-7pm on Friday. Julie, our administrator, will be at UUCW to let you
in the building during those 9am-2pm hours.
Help is needed with book set-up Friday evening, after 4:00p.m. If you need donations picked up
before that date, or if you have any questions about the book sale, please call Diane Halley at
910-452-0728. (No encyclopedias or textbooks please!)
Donated plants should be marked with the name of the plant
and its growing needs (e.g. wax begonia, Partly-Sunny to Sunny
location and fertile, well-drained soil). If it's a challenge to
mark each plant individually, please put the info on a postcardtype note in the group of plants you're bringing. Almost all
types of plants are welcome, be they houseplants that have
outgrown your home or seedlings ready for transplant to a
vegetable or herb garden.
You may drop off plant donations outside any time on Friday
May 4. If you have plant donations which require a minimum
asking price, please note the minimum price with the plants
and leave the plants with a volunteer between 4pm and 7:00pm
Friday evening. If you have any questions about the plant sale,
please call or text Thea Hagepanos at (910) 620-5067.
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CELEBRATION-SATURDAY APRIL 28TH 4PM-6PM-DOBKIN HALL
FUN FOR ALL AGES.
PLEASE BRING AN APPETIZER/FINGER FOOD TO SHARE.
NEED INSPIRATION~CHECK OUT THIS LINK:
HTTPS://WWW.PINTEREST.COM/LEES773/1960S-APPETIZERS/?AUTOLOGIN=TRUE
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT ELIZABETH TERRY AT NIAWORKONE@GMAIL.COM,
TEXT TO 910-274-6408, OR SIGN UP ON DOBKIN HALL.
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