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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Then and Now
Karen Gottovi’s memories of the UU Fellowship and its challenges.
Dan and I moved to Wilmington in the 1971, with two boys aged 2 and 4. He was starting a
medical practice with another doctor, Norman Robinson. They had come through the UNC
Medical School’s residency programs, and wanted to stay in North Carolina, and Dan especially
wanted to be near the ocean. We didn’t know anyone in Wilmington, except two public health
nurses that showed us around. Both of them knew a school counselor, Pat Mock, and thought
that we would like her and her family. Well, we did, and they introduced us to the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Wilmington where we found a home where liberal Catholic Dan and
earnest Presbyterian Karen were very happy.
There was no minister – just speakers from UNC-W and a local psychiatrist, Rolf Fisscher. We
met in a house on Second Street with a great front porch and a big parlor. It was owned by the
group, and we rented out the rooms upstairs. I think the fellowship numbered about 15 adults
and maybe 20 children. The founders, Richard and LaVeice Ward and their Aunt Marjorie
Ward were the mainstays. They were Universalists from southeast NC, and their family went
way back in Red Hill and Pender County. The Wards introduced the Fellowship to the
Universalist Shelter Neck chapel and school, which we used for retreats for both adults and kids,
and helped maintain the facilities.
Mainstays of our small congregation were the Wards, Bob and Roseann Mack, who came here
with Hercules, John and Ann Colter with GE, The George family, also with GE, Phoebe Hood,
Carol Lee and the Mocks as well as the Gottovi’s. Our social life centered around our church
friends as well. By the time we called our first minister Fritz Hudson, we had sold the house on
second street, and moved to a series of preschool buildings. We grew the congregation to at
least 40 members by 1976, and had started meeting at the preschool next to Roland Grice. Some
names from that era were the Peebles, Dobkin, Wood, Townsend, VanDuyne, McLaurin,
O’Connor. Every Sunday we had to carry adult sized chairs out of a storage building into the
preschool so we could sit comfortably – and then take them back out after the service. The
owner, Jim Hall, was very familiar with real estate in the area, and since we were out growing the
preschool, we bought the land and started planning and raising the money for what would
become the church facility we now own. It took a while, and many stages, starting with Dobkin
Hall and the trailer, to the lovely sanctuary we now enjoy.
Now, at age 50, we are a medium sized UU Congregation with over 200 members and over 60
kids. It seems hard to believe. I am now serving as the treasurer and a board member. We are
again somewhat crowded and starting to think about how we can improve our facilities and raise
the funds to do so. Our congregation has come up to the challenge in the past – and with
generous pledges and contributions from members and friends, we can do it again.
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
I don’t give money away to the causes I support.
That sounds shocking that I, who preaches often on generosity, doesn’t give money away. I used
to give money, but not anymore. Now, I share my abundance with the organizations and causes
I believe in.
Giving and sharing are two different ways to think about our generosity. When we say we are
giving something away, we also think of losing something. I had something but now I gave it
away, and don’t have it anymore. But thinking about it as sharing my abundance, I’m not
focused on losing but on sharing.
As a middle child, sharing comes naturally to me. I grew up with older siblings who had to share
their toys and time with me. And I was happy they did. And when I had a younger sibling I
learned to share my toys and time with her. And I was happy I did. I didn’t like it when I had to
give her my old toys (even though I had long since stopped playing with them), because
somehow that meant I was giving up something that I once cherished. I gave them to her, but
somewhat reluctantly. I loved sharing, but I didn’t like giving.
Sharing our abundance makes us think differently about what we have. When we think of
sharing, we must first realize that we do have something to share. When we think of giving we
think of what we can we afford not to have. One is appreciative and the other is scarcity
thinking. Thinking of abundance begins in gratitude. Thinking of giving begins somewhere else.
Perhaps it is duty. Perhaps it is guilt. Perhaps it is gratitude. But abundance always begins with
gratitude. We do have something and because we are grateful we to have been blessed, we have a
desire to share the blessing.
When we think in terms of abundance we look at what we have very differently. Instead of
thinking of a glass half full or half empty, we are grateful to have a glass. Abundant thinking
extends beyond our financial situation. Some people have abundant creativity and can share that.
Some have an abundance of time and can share that. The question before us is what do we have
in abundance? What can we share?
Abundance is our theme this month. We’ll explore how we think of abundance, how we can
change from scarcity to abundant thinking. And we will be invited to share the abundance we
have.
Many kind blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS
Hello!
March brings us hope for longer, warmer days, for which I am certainly looking forward! Be sure
to set your clocks forward an hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 10th – or we’ll be
finishing up when you arrive on Sunday, March 11th!
Our teens have been spending a Sunday each month in Quest, and in March, they’ll be bringing
a couple of pieces of music and a book that speaks to them, and will share these with the adults.
In April, three adults will bring music that speaks to them, and will share with the youth.
Everyone’s looking forward to sharing and learning!
Grades 3-7 have been working on the Harry Potter “Horcrux” (wrong that needs to be righted)
of Voter Suppression, learning about the history of voting, voter rights and how they can help.
They made posters, staffed a Voter Registration Drive table in our entryway, and helped to
answer some questions. Many thanks to Eden Avery for helping with this project!
Students and teachers in all grades made about 60 Valentine’s Day cards that we sent to our
members and friends who haven’t been able to join us on Sunday mornings, those who have had
a difficult year, and helpers/supporters of our religious education program. We hope we helped
to make your day!
Easter is coming! This means our annual Easter Egg Hunt, which takes place on April 1st,
weather permitting, between services. We will have class as usual on Easter Sunday. During
class, the teens will be our Easter Bunnies, and they’ll set out the eggs. After class ends, gather
your younger students and bring them to the picnic tables out behind Dobkin Hall. Once
everyone seems to be out there, we’ll begin! Everyone is welcome to come and watch the fun!
Children should bring a basket or bag to use in collecting their eggs.
Navigators Scouts - for children of all genders, ages 5-18: We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of each month at 6 pm. March meetings are on the 7th and 21st. Recent meetings
have covered camping safety, a night hike, knife safety and fire safety, including building a fire
and singing songs and telling stories! Contact me for a link to our Facebook group, or to be put
on our email list: dre@uufwilmington.org.
John Noll’s Rumi seminars were well-attended and enjoyed by all. Many thanks to John for his
well thought-out and well-presented class!
Watch your Orders of Service and UUNews for information on some upcoming adult programs,
including a UU Common Read Book Club and possibly a class offered by Rev. Cheryl…and
more!
Peace,

~Sue
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team
“They heard the call…and they came.” Many, many thanks go to Becky S, Tina S and Margaret
A for joining the Welcome Table. And, to Carol Anne for increasing her time at the Table. This
has allowed us to staff the Welcome Table at least through the middle of April.
A plea went out to the congregation in the February Beacon for help before and after Sunday
services at the Welcome Table. Four of our congregation heard this plea. However, we still need
2-3 more caring and committed people who are interested in this task. This would spread the
time out for the people currently volunteering on Sundays at the Welcome Table.
The mission of this task is to provide a warm welcome on Sunday mornings to our visitors,
members and friends. In addition to welcoming, some people mainly visitors also need
information about the church and in particular information concerning care of their children that they
bring. All you need to do is smile, say “Welcome! We are glad that are here.” So simple, but so
important to our 7 UU principles! Contact Diane Miller if interested. She will help you sharpen
your welcoming skills and promises that you will enjoy your time at the Welcome Table.
Information? Contact info: dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings. Just stop by the Welcome Table after
Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet!
Membership team: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Carol Anne Davis and Rev. Cheryl
M. Walker.
New Welcome Table members: Becki Schreiber, Tina Schenk, and Margaret
Armstrong.

CARING COMMITTEE
Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring committee provide short term
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or
crisis. We are here for you. Please let one of us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to the
doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in the strictest
confidence and only information you approve will be shared with the congregation.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a
member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are available to make a meal,
provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises. If you are interested, please contact any of our
members: Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, (March Chair) Liz Irwin, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn,
Kami O’Keeffe, Tina Schenk, Kim Singleton and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
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The Generous Life Team (GLT)
Living a grateful and generous life is the embodiment of what it means to be a Unitarian
Universalist. Gratitude brings with it an appreciation for all we’ve been given; from the wonders
of the natural world to the intangible gifts of love, friendship and community that we cherish.
From our gratitude springs a desire to share our abundance with others by standing for justice,
fighting for the rights of all people to be treated with dignity and respect, and creating a
community of compassion and love. Recognizing that we have inherited a congregation forged
by the work and stewardship of others, we strive to continue that legacy, providing for the future
of this congregation, understanding that, “the true meaning of life is to plant trees, under whose
shade you do not expect to sit”. (Nelson Henderson).
Who We Are
The UUFWNC Board of Trustees and Rev. Cheryl requested a group of individuals form to
focus on generosity within the Congregation. The tasks are to research the various ways
generosity is found within our Congregation, community and the world, to facilitate
communication on how we as a generous people can continue to grow in our bounteousness,
and to assist in creating channels by which gratitude and generosity are interwoven in every
aspect of our lives.
Heidi Kaufman, Robin Middleton, Gary O’Connell, Sylvia Quinn, and Bill Stewart have agreed
to serve as a GLT member for a two year term. Pat Forest represents the Board of Trustees as
the liaison to this team.
Our Mission
Our mission is to promote the growth of a vibrant culture of generosity, one that celebrates the
generous spirit in all of us, supports our present and future needs, and explores the many ways
we can live generously.
Our Goals
 Help people connect their generosity to positive impact in the congregation, the
community and the world.
 Enable people to connect with one another in deep and personal ways to strengthen their
commitment and sense of generosity.
Next Steps
Stay tuned for exciting upcoming events. Want to know about getting involved in some of the
engaging opportunities ahead? Feel free to contact any of us!
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Family Promise (WIHN )

WIHN Opportunity Knocks Again!
The Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN) unites communities of faith in a
collaborative effort to assist homeless families. On a rotating basis, host congregations provide
accommodations and meals for up to four families for one week, four times a year. Additional
congregations (including ours) support the hosts, by providing food and hosting services to
support the program.
Our next WIHN opportunity is Sunday April 1st, Monday April 2nd, and Sunday April 8th.
We need volunteers for:
 Transportation of guests from Pearsall to the WIHN office and visa-versa
 Provide food for dinners on Sunday April 1st and Monday January 2nd
 Serve food to the guests and cleanup afterwards on both nights
 Evening host for both nights (from 6pm to 8pm)
 Overnight host for both nights (from 8pm to 6am the next day)
 Move bed-cots from the WIHN trailer into the guest rooms at Pearsall on Sunday, April
1st and put sheets on the beds and set up the rooms for the guests
 Move bed-cots from Pearsall back into the WIHN trailer on Sunday, April 8th.
 Drive the WIHN van with the trailer attached (you and a friend may have to connect the
two, so some experience here would be helpful) to the next host church
 Launderbea the sheets after the bed-cots have been stripped (pick them up from Pearsall
or you can make arrangements with one of the volunteers who move the bed-cots)
 Also, we are looking for a person who can coordinate the food, serving and cleanup for
both nights. (Get the volunteers necessary to complete those tasks).
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Bob or Jessica Holm.
jsholm58 @gmail.com
raholm1 @gmail.com
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Full Moon gathering for March
……featuring the Worm MOON
After a rare February with no Full Moon, March 2018 will have 2! The first full moon is on
March 1st and the second moon is March 31st. The March first full moon was named by
American Indians for the time of year when the frozen earth begins to thaw and releases earth
worms to the surface. The 2nd March full moon is referred to as a Blue Moon.
The February Full Moon gathering will be Tuesday evening March 27 starting at 7:00pm with
Sandra M as the High Priestess for the evening. Sandra will be presenting a program centered
with women and their relationships to goddesses and moons. The gathering place will be
announced later.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This
website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings
including directions to the gatherings.

3rd Sunday Open House
March 18, 4-7 p.m.
Home of Margaret and Scott Armstrong
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new people, connect with old friends, enjoy
stimulating conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so
bring something to share. Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
It's almost officially Spring! Which means it's time to start cleaning your shelves and planting
seedlings in preparation for the Annual UU Book and Plant Sale!! This "fun"raiser will
take place on Saturday May 5th. We will welcome donations of books, DVDs, CDs,
puzzles and games, as well as seedlings and plants for home and garden.
Look for additional details through UUNews and the April Beacon.
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Upcoming events from the UUCWNC Social Justice Ministry
All are invited to participate!
Contact Eden Avery with any questions.
Moms Demand Action Wilmington meeting, March 15.
UUCWNC is pleased to be hosting a community meeting of the Wilmington group
of Moms Demand Action, the local subsidiary of the non-partisan movement of
Americans demanding reasonable solutions to address our nation’s culture of gun
violence ( momsdemandaction.org).
We will learn more about Moms Demand Action as an organization and meaningful ways we can
get involved at the local level. No matter your time commitment there is a place for you in their
efforts to bring gun sense to our local communities and beyond! Join us! Thursday March 15, 6-8
pm, UUCWNC Sanctuary
The UU Justice Ministry of North Carolina is coming to us, March 18!
The mission of the Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry of North Carolina
(UUJMNC) is to “give life the shape of justice” by promoting progressive religious
values with respect to important social, economic, environmental, and
political issues and supporting the social justice work of UU congregations in
North Carolina.
Rev. John L. Saxon, the Executive Director of the UUJMNC, will be our guest minister for both
services on Sunday March 18. Following the second service, he will facilitate a presentation
about the work of the UUJMNC. Come learn how we as a Congregation and as individuals can
become more involved in giving life the shape of justice. Sunday March 18, 12:30-1:30 pm,
UUCWNC Sanctuary
Join the UUCWNC Team at the HIV/AIDS Awareness Run/Walk, March 24!
You don't want to miss this inaugural event! The HIV & AIDS Awareness Run/Walk is an
opportunity for the community to come together to spread the word
about HIV/AIDS prevention, share resource information,
commemorate those who have succumbed and stamp out
stigma/discrimination. Saturday March 24, 10am - 2pm Greenfield
Lake Park. Contact Eden Avery for a link to register for the UU Team!
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The Concerts Are Coming!

Hi everyone: Not *exactly* Paul Revere here, but I did want to let you know that the UU
Congregation of Wilmington will be hosting not one, but TWO (2) Concerts in the next couple
of months - and you won't want to miss these two talented, returning performers! Each
performance will be in our Sanctuary.
On Thursday, March 22nd at 7PM, folk singer/songwriter Johnsmith
returns to our congregation after an absence of many years. John's music
celebrates family and friends, the beauty of nature and the many ways that
Life fills us with gratitude and grace. John's been touring for over 30 years, in
the U.S. and abroad, and his concerts are packed with terrific music and great
energy.
On Sunday, APRIL 22nd, at 1PM in the afternoon (yep, not long after2nd service ends!),
we'll have a concert by Joe Jencks (one third of the trio Brother Sun, which was with us LAST
April!). Joe will be joined by Folk singer/songwriter and community
activist Si Kahn. Si has lived in NC for the past 40 years, and has written
some memorable music to focus folks on some of the issues affecting
NC most deeply, including "No to HB2" and "Who's in the Bathroom
with Me?". He was inducted into the Blue Ridge Music Hall of Fame in
2015, and received the 2017 Spirit of Folk Award from Folk Alliance
International.
Tickets for these concerts are $15 each, and can be reserved by emailing
tickets@uufwilmington.org. Please join us for one wonderful evening, and an
equally wonderful afternoon.
Thanks,
Thea Hagepanos
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