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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Giving Time 

By Bill Singleton 

I couldn’t volunteer before moving to Wilmington. My work hours and commuting time left little 
time beyond the family necessities. Now that I have the time I have learned a few things. I started 
volunteering at a library and with the county Democratic organization. I ran for a position on our 
homeowners’ association as well. When I was asked to work at a soup kitchen I felt myself well-
rounded in activities. 

When I had changed jobs in the past I had sold myself based on my experience and skills. My first 
steps into volunteering had not been as focused. After six months at some of the activities I 
realized that I was not getting as much done as I wanted to. Nor was I enjoying my time as much 
as I had hoped. 

I talked over all of the activities with my wife and benefited from her pointing out how different 
my approach to volunteering was to my old process for searching for a job. I left the activities for 
which I wasn’t playing to my experience and started spending more time on the ones that engaged 
more of my strengths. 

Very quickly I found myself leaving the soup kitchen and the HOA board meetings feeling like I 
had really contributed my best efforts. As I focused more on the best fitting activities I also got 
feedback from the other volunteers that I was clearly enjoying myself as much as they were at 
giving our service to others. 

That period of trying out different opportunities benefitted me a lot. When I was asked if I would 
be a candidate for the UUCW Board I quickly decided to accept, knowing that I could offer some 
experience and skill if I was elected. 

I have enjoyed being able to give my time and services to different organizations and the people 
they serve. I have learned a great amount about each group and gained more than I have given in 
new experiences and keeping sharp at the skills I have. 

If you want to volunteer, you might avoid the trial and error period I had if you play to your 
strengths. You’ll do best for others if you serve with what you do best. Enjoy your volunteering 
and the people you work with and those you serve will enjoy the time too. 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Fabulous at fifty! That’s what we are as a congregation. We are fifty years old and we are fabulous. 
Right now, i am thinking about the Martin Luther King Interfaith Worship Service we hosted in 
January and about all the people in attendance. There were so many people we couldn’t fit them 
all in the sanctuary. And then the next day, even though it was cold, we marched in the MLK day 
parade and our youth were there, and they gave out candy and pamphlets and we all marched 
behind our banner, proudly proclaiming that what dr. King dreamed of, is ours to do. It’s fabulous 
that we keep marching. 

I am also thinking about our embracing the idea of sharing the plate. We took a risk a year ago 
when the board decided to give it a chance. We just knew we should express our commitment to 
the larger community. In the year since we have been sharing the plate we have donated over 
12,000 dollars to worthy charities. That’s fabulous.  

Last year we were the recipient of the New Hanover County NAACP church of the year because 
of our social justice work. Our people are found weekly at Mother Hubbard’s cupboard and good 
shepherd doing social service work and all-around town. And we are the host for Wilmington 
Teen Pride, a safe place for our LGBTQ youth. Fabulous. 

We take care of one another too. The caring committee reaches out to those who are ill or in 
hospital; bringing meals, giving rides, doing shopping. Our caring quilters have made beautiful 
quilts of love for people. The membership folks make visitors feel instantly at home. Our teachers 
give our youth a solid foundation in our unitarian universalist values. Our worship team brings 
their gifts and talents to Sunday mornings through exquisite worship. And the choir, how beautiful 
they sound. There are many people who volunteer their musical and artistic talents. And the folks 
who bring the gift of hospitality through Sunday Soup and Open Houses. Did I mention the board, 
the nominating and finance committees, and the greeters and the people who make coffee and the 
quest coordinators? And let’s not forget the staff who dedicate themselves to this congregation by 
going that extra mile to ensure the well being of the congregation. I know there are more people 
to mention who give so much to make us fabulous at fifty. 

And finally, there is you. You, the members and friends and visitors and supporters of this 
congregation, are the one who make us who we are. You are the ones who gladly welcome the 
friend and stranger. You are the ones who share your abundance with this congregation. You are 
the fabulous ones who make us fabulous collectively. 

Fifty years and counting. I wonder what the next fifty years will bring. I know the first fifty were 
fabulous and I pray the next fifty to be even better.  

Blessings, Rev. Cheryl 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS 
 
Hello! 
 
We sure had an unusual start to the new year here at UUCWNC! With the snowstorm, RE ended 
up with three weeks off in a row…but it was sure nice to see everyone once we returned! 
 
Students and teachers are busy making Valentine’s Day cards for our 
members and friends who haven’t been able to join us on Sundays. We 
also send them to people who have had a difficult year as well as those 
who have had something to celebrate! It’s a great opportunity for 
outreach for our students, and we hope the recipients enjoy their cards, 
too! 
 
Navigators Chapter 109 meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month, at 6 pm. February 
meetings are on the 7th and 21st. We usually meet in Dobkin Hall, but occasionally meet offsite. 
At our last meeting, we explored various science experiments! We hope to work on fire safety and 
wilderness/camping skills this month. We post updates on meetings on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480816658913681/ (or search for Navigators Chapter 
109), but we have started an email list for those who prefer to receive reminders via email. If you 
would like to be on the email list, please let me know: dre@uucwnc.org. Navigators Scouting is 
for children of all genders, ages 5 – 18.  
 
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group meets every Thursday, and is a safe, social space for 
LGBTQ+ students in grades 7-12. For information, please contact me: dre@uucwnc.org. 
 
For Adult Programs: 
 
Wilmington Progressive Book Club will meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month, and 
February’s meeting will be on Feb 28 at 6 pm in Dobkin Hall. Contact me to be put on the email 
list so you know which book they’re reading! dre@uufwilmington.org 
 
Watch UUNews and your Orders of Service for information on two upcoming offerings: The 
UU Common Read Book Club and the Who is Rumi? class, where we will explore and discuss 
who Rumi was, and read some of his poetry. Registration for Who is Rumi? is required; space is 
limited. Please contact me to register: dre@uufwilmington.org. 
 
 
Peace, 
 
~Sue 
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NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
 

The Welcome Table is in desperate need of caring and 
committed members or friends of UUCW to volunteer 
Sundays at the Welcome Table at the beginnings and end 
of Sunday services.  The mission of this task is to provide 
a warm welcome to our visitors, members and friends.  
In addition to welcoming, some people mainly visitors also 
need information about the church and in particular 
information concerning care of their children that they bring.  
The need is acute!  The Welcome Table will go unattended on Sundays if volunteers do not step 
up to this very necessary and important task.  All you need to do is smile, say “Welcome! We are 
glad that are here.”  So simple, but so important to our 7 UU principles!  Contact Diane Miller if 
interested.  I will give you a crash course is welcoming!!!  I promise you will enjoy the experience!  
Contact info: dianewhitt@bellsouth.net 

        

Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings.  Just stop by the Welcome Table 
after Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet! 
Membership team are: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Carol Anne Davis and Rev. Cheryl 
M. Walker. 
 

 
 

CARING COMMITTEE  

Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring committee provide short term support, 
care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. We 
are here for you. Please let one of us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church or the 
doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in the strictest 
confidence. 

If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider 
becoming a member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are 
available to make a meal, provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises. If you are 
interested, please contact any of our members: Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, 
Liz Irwin, Jeannie Lennon (February Chair), Jane Linn, Kami O’Keeffe, Tina 
Schenk, Kim Singleton and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. 

  

mailto:dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
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Hospitality  

OPEN HOUSE FEBRUARY 18 

Our next Open House will be February 18 at the home of Sandra and Melton McLaurin.  Catch 
up with old friends, meet our interesting newcomers, enjoy stimulation conversation and 
EAT!!!  Everybody is welcome!!!  It is a potluck so bring something to share.  Watch for details on 
UUNews and for the Fliers in Dobkin Hall.   
 

FAMILY PROMISE (WIHN)  

Family Promise is the “umbrella” organization for Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(WIHN).  WIHN unites communities of faith in a collaborative effort to assist homeless families. 
On a rotating basis, host congregations provide accommodations and meals for up to four families 
for one week, four times a year. Additional congregations (including ours) support the hosts, by 
providing food and hosting services to support the program. 

As you probably know by now, our commitment to serve January 7-8 and 14th was thwarted 
because there were no guests in the program at that time. 

Now, you may think, “Yay, we are conquering homelessness!”  Slowly, we are.  Family by family, 
our efforts have helped many families get on their feet again.  As a congregation, we should be 
proud of what we do to support this effort! 

But keep in mind, WIHN is actually forced to turn down families for their program.  One family 
had a child who had occasional violent tendencies.  Even though they had other children too, the 
family could not be in the program.   

Sometimes, a family will interview once, be a really good candidate for the program, but not show 
up for subsequent interviews.   

One family, a mother and two children, could not be admitted because the mother didn’t want to 
work.  She refused to work or look for work.  So, she and her family could not be in the program. 

Keep in mind that our work with the WIHN organization, is just the tip of the iceberg in the 
homelessness problem.  But our work is valuable to those families struggling to get back 
their lives. 

Our next opportunity to work with WIHN is Sunday April 1st, Monday April 2nd and Sunday 
April 8th.  Please mark your calendars! 

Thank you to all our volunteers.  We are always looking for new volunteers! 

Bob and Jessica Holm 
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2018 MLK JR. PARADE 
Jane Horrell, Harry & UU teaching team member 

 

 
 
 
Members of UUCWNC Religious Education program, along with other members of the 
congregation, came together January 15th to honor Martin Luther King, Jr Day in Wilmington's 
annual parade. Just Joe graciously drove his truck and trailer and everyone had a great time!  
Commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr was part of Harry & UU's (3rd-7th grades) Horcrux 
(an evil that needs to be corrected) on Racism. Wonderfully wise conversations had occurred in 
the weeks prior to the parade. These kids have wisdom well beyond their years.  Another successful 
Horcrux for the Harry & UU class! Stay tuned, more Horcrux (or is that Horcruxes?) to come! 
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OVER 50 TAI CHI 

 
Weekly Tai Chi class with Tricia Ruge, starting on Monday, 1/29, 10 AM at the UUCW, in Dobkin 
Hall. Tricia has over 25 years of experience, teaching Tai Chi to people of all ages. Most recently 
she has enjoyed focusing on teaching those in their later years, as attention to circulation, balance 

and being present in our bodies, becomes even more important. For 
the moment, the classes will include the option to sit or stand, and we 
will proceed appropriately as the group evolves. Tricia looks forward 
to getting started, and sharing her process of strengthening, stretching 
and relaxing with this ancient art form. P.S. All ages welcome! 

 

 

 
 

DO YOU ENJOY THE POETRY OF RUMI? 
 
John Noll will be presenting two seminars (that’s one with a repeat!) on the Sufi mystic poet Rumi 
at UUCWNC, on Feb 20th and Feb 23rd.  These classes follow in the work of the Sunday Service 
he gave in August 2017.  You may sign up for classes on the bulletin Board in Dobkin Hall. Class 
size is limited to 14, so please sign up early. 

Tuesday, February 20th’s class takes place from 7PM to 9PM, in the Sanctuary.  Friday, February 
23rd’s class will be held from 12:30pm until 2:30pm, in Dobkin Hall. This promises to be a great 
class – so please join us!  

Contact Sue Graffius, DLRE, for information, or to register:  dre@uufwilmington.org 
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Full Moon gathering for February                                                               

……featuring the SNOW MOON  
 

 

The February Full Moon is named after the snow on the ground particular its large accumulation. Some Native 
American tribes also have named this the Hunger Moon; others called it the Storm Moon. The time for the Snow 
Moon in Wilmington is January 31 at 8:26am. 

The February Full Moon gathering will be Tuesday evening February 27th starting at 7:00pm at 

the home of Jane L.  Kathryn W will be the High Priestess for the evening and will be presenting 

a program centered around women and the goddesses and moons that influence us. 

All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings.  However, if you plan to attend, please 

RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org.   This 

website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings 

including directions to the gatherings. 

 

 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY SOUP – SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2018  

Dear Friends, 

Just a reminder, that we will be having our Soup Sunday on 

February 11. Soup will be served in Dobkin Hall at NOON right 

after the last service. We will also be selling TAKE-OUT-SOUP 

in the kitchen after the Early Service. This is a wonderful chance 

to ‘mingle and meet’ while enjoying soups made by our 

congregants. I look forward to seeing and meeting you on 

Sunday, February 11, 2018. 

Barbara Wolk 

  

mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
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FAB AT FIFTY FUNDRAISER 

 

HERE YE! HERE YE!  HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE 
 

 
UUCWNC turns 50 years old this year and we are kicking off our celebration with a 
fundraiser.  This fundraiser will offer goods and services BY members and friends of our 
congregation TO members and friends of our congregation... 
 
Are you an artist?  Can you bake bread, can you take beautiful photos or make a delicious dinner 
for several of your church friends?  Get your creative, artistic, culinary, woodworking, photography 
hat on. When you have decided on a "good" or "service" that you would like to place in the 
fundraiser, please fill out the form that Kim and I will be handing out; after this Sunday's services 
and for the next several weeks.  You will have until February 14th to submit your "Good or 
Service Form." In the church lobby, there will be a large Yellow Box marked with the number 
50.  Please deposit your completed form in this box.  
 
A description of each good or service, along with a sign-up sheet, will be placed on poster boards 
which will be displayed throughout the lobby and Dobkin Hall for two weeks. During these two 
weeks bidders will be able to write their name(s) on any item(s) they would like to bid on. The 
highest bidders will win. The winner(s) will be contacted after the fundraiser has ended.  
 
 If you have any questions regarding this function, please call Barbara Wolk, 910-256-3671 or Kim 
Singleton 910-713-4756. 
 
Looking forward to sharing this Opening Birthday Function with you. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

tel:(910)%20256-3671
tel:(910)%20713-4756
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