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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ah, January - time for the dreaded New Year’s Resolutions! I say dreaded because so many of us
have so often issued ourselves challenges, then felt that we’ve failed if we’ve not delivered on our
promises to ourselves or others. I wonder just how many of those plans are pretty much
destined to fail because we overreach. Making a pledge to eat more healthfully is do-able in
small steps; to say that from this day forward I will never eat a greasy hamburger is (for me!)
overreaching and setting myself up for “failure” and disappointment. Herewith I offer some
small step changes you may want to consider for the New Year...no failures, no disappointments,
just opportunities to make your personal contribution to the Congregation...

Just once in 2018, I will bake (or buy) snacks for the coffee hour.
Just once in 2018, I will make the coffee.
Just once, I will offer to be the greeter at Sunday service.
Just once, I will bring flowers for the service.
Just once, I will offer to light the chalice or serve as usher.
Just once, I will introduce myself to someone new during the “Greet your Neighbor”
Just once, I will make a tureen of soup for Soup Sunday.
Just once, I will help paint a classroom, or provide equipment so others can.
Just once, I will spend a morning helping to mow, weed, plant, sow.
Just once, I will help with the annual book and plant sale.

You get the idea, and can surely name many more. And no, you don’t have to commit to the
entire list! But I’ll bet we can all find time and energy for at least three of four of those items in
2018. What are your New Year’s Resolutions?

It hardly seems possible that we’re halfway through the Church year, and halfway through my
first year as a member of the Board of Trustees. I’m ever so slowly becoming educated in the
nuances of governance, ministry and policy. My thanks to the other Board members for their
leadership, and to the Congregation for trusting me to serve.
Pax,
Don Smith
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
The last day of Kwanzaa, the African American celebration, always begins on the 1st day of the
New Year. On that day we light the final candle in the kinara; it is the one that honors the
principle of Imani – Faith. I love that we begin each year with faith. How appropriate not only
for African Americans but for all people to begin the year with faith. For my ancestors, faith that
one day they and their descendants would be free helped them to endure the cruelties of slavery.
For my ancestors, faith that one day they and their descendants would have the full rights and
responsibilities of citizenship helped them endure the indignities of Jim Crow. For me, faith that
I and my descendants, will one day live in a world of peace and justice, helps me endure the
savagery of a world that does not value my life or the lives of many.
I begin each year in faith that this year we will get one step closer to the world I dream of. The
world where everyone, everywhere has enough food eat and clean water to drink. Where
everyone, everywhere can live up to their full potential not inhibited by any ism. A world where
everyone, everywhere wakes up to a peaceful new day. I have faith that this world will happen,
maybe not in my lifetime but sometime.
Over the past year I have heard many people ask how to you keep hope alive? They see that, as a
nation, we are increasingly divided, and that as a world we are increasingly on the brink of the
destruction of our planet due to climate change and the portent of war. I tell these people the
same thing, without faith there is not hope. Have faith.
Having faith is not a passive thing. It is not sitting around waiting for the world or your life to
magically be transformed by someone or something. Having faith is knowing that things will
change for the better and with that faith working to make it true. Whether you are thinking
about the world or your own life, having faith means having the surety of your convictions to
give yourself fully to your endeavors. Having faith, however, is not a guarantee that things will
work out just as you planned them, just when you planned them. Having faith is having the
belief that things will work out, maybe not as we originally planned, but they will work out.
I have faith in many things, the first and foremost is the power of Love. I believe that love will
conquer all hate, when we begin to love ourselves and give up our fear of others. I have faith in
the power of Humanity. I believe that together we can repair the world and make it into a kingdom of peace and justice. I have faith in the power of God. I believe there is something that
connects us all and I all it God. When we know that we are all connected we can become truly
the best of Humanity.
May the New Year bring you much joy, peace and love.
Rev. Cheryl
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS
Hello!
I hope that your holidays were filled with loved ones and joyful gatherings.
Now that we are in the winter season, these shortest days will start getting longer, and I can feel
hopeful that my drive home in the afternoon won’t be in total darkness forever!
Our tree was trimmed by about 20 adults and 6 children this year. We had fun socializing and
creating the ornaments, along with several paper and yarn chains and a cranberry and popcorn
garland. It’s always fun to watch what people create out of basic supplies – each year brings new
ideas!
At this writing, I’m sorting out costumes for our annual Nativity Pageant, and am hoping that
we have lots of participation.
Our 3rd – 7th grade class had a great time cleaning up Wrightsville Beach on Dec 17th. WECT
even sent out a film crew, and Sejal E was on tv – and she “did us proud!” Many thanks to the
following families for coming out: The Beamers, Buzzeos, Escaravages, Gonzalez’, Horrels,
Longs, Talleys, Toppings and Waples! Check out the article and photo elsewhere in this Beacon!
In January, our students will create homemade Valentine’s Day cards for us to send to
members and friends who haven’t been able to join us on Sundays. We also send them to people
who have had a difficult year as well as those who have had something to celebrate! It’s a great
opportunity for outreach for our students, and we hope the recipients enjoy their cards, too!
Navigators Chapter 109 is still getting back on its feet. Our next meeting is on January 3rd at 6
pm. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month, at 6 pm…usually in Dobkin Hall,
but we occasionally meet offsite. We post updates on meetings on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480816658913681/ (or search for Navigators
Chapter 109), but we have started an email list for those who prefer to receive reminders via
email. If you would like to be on the email list, please let me know: dre@uucwnc.org. Navigators
Scouting is for children of all genders, ages 5 – 18.

This I Believe went very well, with 11 people completing the program. They will be working

with Rev. Cheryl to create a Sunday Worship that you won’t want to miss! If you are interested in
an Adult Program for the spring, please let me know!
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group meets every Thursday, and is a safe, social space for
students ages 12 – 18. For information, please contact me: dre@uucwnc.org.
May the new year bring you times of joy, hope and peace.

~Sue
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NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM
The Welcome Table is seeing a steady number of visitors some who may be relocating to our
area. Please notice these people who have visitor nametags when you see them after services or in
Dobkin Hall during coffee. Help make them feel welcome by introducing yourself and perhaps
engaging them in conversation. You may be talking to a future UUCW member!
Also, please stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a member of the
Membership team regarding interest in serving at the Welcome Table. Your time and talents are
needed to welcome visitors, members and friends on Sunday mornings!
And, please consider greeting on Sunday mornings. Just stop by the Welcome Table
after Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wishing you and yours a very healthy and happy NEW YEAR 2018
Members of the Membership team are: Tim Gugan, Diane Miller, Carol Anne Davis and Rev.
Cheryl M. Walker.

CARING COMMITTEE
Acting in concert with the minister, members of the Caring committee provide short term
support, care and assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or
crisis. We are here for you. Please let one of us know if we could provide a meal, a ride to church
or the doctor, an errand or just a friendly visit. Your personal information will be held in the
strictest confidence.
We are saddened by the loss of our beloved member and former Board Trustee Alice N. On
December 16th, we welcomed the families and friends of Alice and Rick and celebrated her life
and mourned her passing at a beautiful service followed by a reception.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a
member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are available to make a meal,
provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises. If you are interested, please contact any of our
members: Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Liz Irwin, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami
OKeeffe, Tina Schenk, Kim Singleton (January Chair) and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
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Hospitality
Please give a gift of your service to Sunday Hospitality. Sign-up sheet is next to the kitchen
window in Dobkin Hall.
It’s easy! It’s fun! If you feel “lost”, please let me know and we can do this together.
For our newest members and friends, this is a great way to meet people!
For our more “seasoned” friends and members, good hospitality shows who we are. Please
support this church-wide effort.
Thank you! Bob and Jessica Holm

Family Promise (WIHN)
Family Promise is the “umbrella” organization for Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network
(WIHN)
WIHN unites communities of faith in a collaborative effort to assist homeless families. On a
rotating basis, host congregations provide accommodations and meals for up to four families for
one week, four times a year. Additional congregations (including ours) support the hosts, by
providing food and hosting services to support the program.
Our next WIHN opportunity is Sunday, January 7th, Monday, January 8th and Sunday,
January 14th.
We need volunteers to provide transportation of guests, food, serving of food, meal cleanup,
evening and overnight hosting, laundering sheets, moving of bed-cots in and out of the host
church (Pearsall Presbyterian on Market Street), as well as “making the beds,” and driving the
van and trailer to the next host church. As you can tell, we need several volunteers to make this
happen.
We are also looking for dedicated volunteers who can
coordinate the food for both nights (make sure that there are
enough volunteers bringing the right stuff), and another volunteer
to coordinate setting up the cots on September 17th, and loading
the cots back on the WIHN trailer on September 24th. We would like to rotate coordinators so
no one person needs to do it every time our WIHN rotation comes up. Please let us know!
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Bob or Jessica Holm.
raholm1 @gmail.com or jsholm58 @gmail.com
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FULL MOON gathering for the New Year 2018
January 2018 is a very special full moon month. There will be
two full moons this month.
1.) The month’s first full Moon, the Full Wolf Moon will rise
on January 1.
2.) The second full Moon, the Blue Moon, will rise on the
31st of January. Just before dawn, 2018’s only eclipse for North America will be seen. It
is a total phase and can be seen from west of the Mississippi up to western Canada.
3.) And if this can’t get any more special, both of these moons are Supermoons!
The Full Moon gathering will be on Tuesday evening January 9 at 7:30. Our High Priestess
and host for the evening will be announced by email. As always, we will be celebrating our
womanhood and the goddess that influence us and our homes especially during the Full Moons.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also
be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings including
directions.
Celebrate the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Plan to participate with UUCWNC in upcoming community based events during this special
time of year.
NHC NAACP MLK Breakfast – Saturday, January 13, 9am, DREAMS of Wilmington,
901 Fanning St. All are invited to attend this annual event supporting local NAACP youth
programs. This year’s speaker is Pennsylvania ACLU Executive Director and Wilmington native,
Reginal Shufford. Mistress of ceremonies is Elizabeth Montgomery. Tickets are $25, available at
nhcnaacp.com.
Interfaith Worship Service – Sunday, January 14, 3pm, UUCWNC Sanctuary. The
UUCWNC is pleased to be hosting this very special annual service sponsored by the Wilmington
Ministerial Roundtable Alliance. Join the community to worship together in honor of Rev. King.
Annual MLK Day Parade – Monday, January 15, Downtown. March or ride with
UUCWNC! Meet at the Schwartz Center parking lot, line up early for parade start at 11 am. Just
Joe will drive his truck and trailer again to accommodate all who want to participate. Watch for
special plans coming from the RE team of the 3rd through 7th grade students (“ Harry Potter &
UU”)! Contact Kathryn Waple with questions.
See http://www.mlkjrcelebration-senc10.com/schedule.htm for additional events during the
week.
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Harry and UU – Beach Sweep!
Jane Horrell
The 3rd – 7th grade religious education class hosted a beach cleanup on December 17th. Kids,
parents, and other members of the congregation came together to collect cigarette butts, bottle
tops, straw wrappers and other debris. A large pod of dolphins was spotted, which reinforced
the need to ensure our beaches and waterways are clean. WECT news interviewed fourth-grader
Sejal E, “I feel really good about it because we're helping the environment and I just think about
all of the animals that are dying because there's so much plastic and trash in the ocean and on the
beach and I mean if I was an animal I wouldn't want to die because of that.” It was a beautiful
day, everyone had a good time and enjoyed the nature-loving fellowship! The class is proud to
report they have battled two Horcruxes so far this year, Hunger (food drive) and Environmental
(beach sweep). Their next Horcrux to fight will be Racism.
Watch the WECT video here:
http://www.wect.com/story/37086595/stdents-helpenvironment-from-outside-the-classroom
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UUCW OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY JANUARY 21ST, 4:00-7:00PM
RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH YOUR UU FRIENDS!
CATCH UP WITH OLD FRIENDS,
MEET OUR INTERESTING NEWCOMERS,
ENJOY STIMULATING CONVERSATION, AND EAT GOOD FOOD

EVERYBODY WELCOME!
HOSTS:
ANNE AND BOB KUROWSKI
~ IT’S

A POTLUCK, BRING SOMETHING TO SHARE

~

WATCH FOR DETAILS ON UUNEWS AND FOR FLIERS IN DOBKIN HALLS ON PRIOR SUNDAYS.

DENOMINATIONAL AFFAIRS
The year 2017 was an eventful and historic year for our Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregations! It has been a time for us to dig deep and lean into our Faith and into each other.

 We have the first elected woman President of the UUA! Read more about Reverend
Susan Frederick-Gray’s groundbreaking administration at www.uua.org


You can see her Holiday message here:
https://www.facebook.com/TheUUA/videos/10155931567253749/?fref=ts
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 Historic support for racial justice work – Promise and Practice of Our Faith (BLUU)
https://www.uua.org/giving/areas-support/funds/promise-and-practice
This is
our time to be Bold, Radical, and Transformational as we commit to nurture a radically
inclusive, justice centered, multiracial and multigenerational religious faith! The activities
of BLUU are coordinated by a collective: L-R, Executive Director, Lena K. Gardner;
CDR Royce W. James, Ph.D.; Leslie Mac, Dr. Takiyah Amin; Rev. Mykal O’Neal Slack,
and Kenny Wiley.
As we start to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our congregation during 2018, it is a good time
to recommit ourselves to the broader faith. Here are some of the opportunities through June to
connect with other UU individuals and congregations this year. The 2018 calendar of UUA
related activities can be found here: https://www.uua.org/calendars/month/2018-01
 JANUARYo UUA Southern Region Presidents Convocation 2017-2018
Wednesday June 6, 2018, 7:00-9:00PM
Online gathering for current presidents, presidents-elect and past presidents, Learn
more and register here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-2018-uua-sr-congregational-presidents-...
o 28-Ordination of Debra Guthrie, Unitarian Coastal Fellowship, Unitarian Coastal
Fellowship, 1300 Evans St, Morehead City, NC 28557, USA
 FEBRUARYo 17- Courage for Racial Justice, Courage for Collective Liberation
workshop with Chris Crass, Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church, Louisville, KY
https://www.uua.org/southern/calendar/region/ky-courage-racial-justice-couragecollective-liberation?month=2018-02
 MARCH-25-Installation of Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig, Willamsburg Unitarian
Universalists, 3051 Ironbound Road, Williamsburg, VA
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 APRIL
o 5-7 UU-UNO Intergenerational Seminar, New York City
o 22-28 Service learning in West Virginia with the UU College of Social Justice
https://uucsj.org/west-virginia/
o 13-Installation of Reverend Ilene Kaur Tompkins-Gillispie, Unitarian
Universalists of Transylvania County, Brevard, NC
 MAY
o 6-Ordination of Sam Tietel, First Unitarian Church of Memphis, Memphis, TN
o 18-20 – Universalist Convo (All Conquering Love-Universalism in Action),
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, Belleville, OH
o 30-Unitarian Christian Church of Indonesia Anniversary Here is the link to
more information about Unitarians and Unitarian Universalists in other countries:
https://www.uua.org/international
 JUNE 20-24- General Assembly-The annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the
Association through democratic process. Anyone may attend; congregations
must certify annually to send voting delegates. It is possible to remotely attend General
Assembly. https://www.uua.org/ga
You can access the FY2017 Annual Report here: https://www.uua.org/giving/news/annualreport. Remember to check the bulletin board in Dobkin Hall for updates to our calendar.
For more information about any of these events, contact Elizabeth Ann Terry at
niaworkone@gmail.com or text to 910-274-6408.
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