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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
As a member of the Board of Directors, I have been asked to write an article for the December
issue of the Beacon. I am honored to write this description of some of what I have learned
during my term on the Board.
Five years ago, I was brought to a service at UUCWNC by my dear friends Karen VanWagner
and Toni DeMott. Their exact words to me were “You will love this church, it is right up your
alley” and it was. I have been into social action all of my life and UUCWNC filled my needs. I
became immersed in its celebration of diversity and the fact that it embraces a wide range of
social action.
After being a member of the Church for two years, I was asked to become a member of the
Board of Directors and I accepted. I have found our Board to be a unified group, composed of
nine members. We have monthly meetings: the Executive Committee meets once a month, the
full Board plus Rev. Cheryl and Sue Graffius meets once a month and then we have a working
session once every other month. I believe that the working session is the key to what creates
effective governance.
At the working session we review and establish our Mission Statements for both the
Congregation and the Board of Trustees. These are our road maps and goals for an effectively
and efficiently run church. We also work on our Vision Statement which denotes how we are
creating ourselves, i.e., we are leaders in social justice in our community.
I have been a member of the Board of Directors for almost three years. Thus, my term will be
completed by June of this year. As I sit at my computer relaying all of the above, I realize just
how much I have absorbed during these past years and how lucky I am to be a member of such
a wonderful church. We should all be proud of the many ways we give to and from our
UUCWNC. We “share the plate,” work at Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard , march with Rev. Dr.
Barber, help students at local intercity schools with their reading , and SO MUCH MORE.
Thank you Rev. Cheryl for pushing us.

Barbara Wolk
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS

I have lots of stuff. Probably too much stuff. I have boxes that are still unpacked even though
we moved here eight and a half years ago. I clearly don’t need what’s in those boxes but I just
can’t seem to get rid of them. Mostly, they contain mementos from my late parents and
grandmother. I keep them for sentimental reasons but I don’t have any place to put them. So
they stay in boxes in the garage. I suspect if I didn’t have room for them I would have done
something about them years ago. But I do have room, in my garage, so I do nothing.
I am not alone in having too much stuff. Most Americans have way more stuff than we need,
mostly because we have more room than we actually need. The average size of a new American
home has been steadily increasing. We seem to want more and more space. And of course we
then fill the space with more things. Yet there is a movement afoot that bucks the trend, the
Tiny Home movement. People live in homes less than 500 square feet. Often there is more than
one person living in the tiny home.
To live in a tiny home, one has to simplify one’s life. A lot of things have to go. There is no
room for unpacked boxes of unused things in a tiny home. They are efficiently designed to use
space minimally. Tiny homes are not for everyone, but I think they should give everyone
something to think about. Imagine if you had to live in a tiny home and you had to get rid of
most of your possessions. Could you do it? What would it mean to give up those mementos you
hold onto so dearly? It’s a future we may all someday face. We may not be able to live in the big
houses we’ve become accustomed to living in. We may find ourselves forced to live simply.
Now imagine if you thought of that day well before it was your reality. What would you rid
yourself of today, that you would not need tomorrow? How would you change your life to make
it simpler? In this season of gift giving, these are a few questions we might ask ourselves. It can
help us remember that the greatest gifts we get and give have no price tag. The best gifts are the
ones no one ever has to give away in order to downsize; for the very best gift we can give is the
gift of our love and our time. They are the most precious things we own.
Happy Holidays.
Peace and many kind blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS
Hello!
The arrival of December means that we’re in the busiest part of the year! We have lots of
activities planned, and we hope you can join us for most of them!
We start out the month with our Annual Tree Trimming party on Saturday, December 2nd, from
2 to 5 pm. Bring a treat to share – we’ll gather in Dobkin Hall to make all sorts of ornaments and
garlands while enjoying our treats and hot chocolate. When we have them all made, we’ll move
to the sanctuary to decorate our tree! We might even sing a carol or two…
Next will be the Beach Sweep that is being organized by the 3rd – 7th grade RE class (Harry and
UU) on Sunday, December 17, from 11 am until… We’ll meet by Johnnie Mercer’s Pier and go
from there. Bring some gloves and bags, though we will have some, too! This curriculum calls
for us to remedy wrongs in the world, and for December, the students chose to try to clean up
the environment. We want to make the beach a cleaner place to enjoy – all ages are welcome!
Then, we’ll hold our annual Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant on December 24th at 6 pm! People
of all ages are welcome to play a part or simply enjoy the pageant. It’s the traditional nativity
story, though we put our own UU spin on it! We have NO rehearsals, so all you have to do is
show up by 5:30 for costuming. However, if you are interested in playing a particular part, please
contact me (dre@uucwnc.org) to sign up for it…first come, first serve! Roles include: Mary,
Joseph, Angels, Shepherds, Wise Ones, Donkeys, Stars and other animals. We always have a lot
of fun and we hope you can join us!
In addition, our Navigator Scouting Chapter 109 is back up and running. This is a scouting
organization for all genders, ages 5-18. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month
at 6 pm in Dobkin Hall. You can find out more about the Navigators here: navigatorsusa.org.
You can also check out our Facebook page, where we post updates and information on
upcoming meetings and events: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1480816658913681/ (or
search for Navigators Chapter 109).
In Adult Programs, the Listening in Color book discussion on Small Great Things by Jodi
Picoult went very well. Rev. Cheryl’s This I Believe Class has been great, and will finish up on
December 5th.
I hope that you have a relatively stress-free December, and that you can
join us for some (or all) of our fun activities!
Peace,
~Sue
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SOUP SUNDAY
Hello,
My name is Barbara Wolk and as a member of the Board of Directors. I am very excited to take
this opportunity to introduce those who are new to our Congregation, as well as visitors, to a
long standing, warm and welcoming, event which is held from the second Sunday in October
until the second Sunday in March. Ladies and Gentlemen let me introduce you to Second
Sunday Soup. I also want to welcome back to our “cozy” lunch, those of you who have
attended for many years.
This lunch is held in Dobkin Hall at noon, right after the last service of the second Sunday of the
month. Lunch consists of three to four different soups such as: chicken, meat, seafood, vegan,
vegetable, etc. All are YUMMY and warm on these cold days. We also have cut veggies, rolls
and butter, dessert and hot tea and coffee. We encourage sampling as many soups as your
tummy can hold. However, do leave room for our delicious dessert. In addition to this
wonderful lunch, there is the opportunity to meet new people, exchange recipes, discuss books,
talk football, etc., etc., etc. The cost for this delightful afternoon is $8:00 per person, $9.00 per
family (2 or more).
For those folks who attend the first service and cannot stay for the sit down lunch, we do sell
“SOUP TO GO” at $4.00 a 16 ounce container.
If you are interested in participating please call me at 910-256-3671: or email me at
bwolk2@gmail.com. If I don’t hear from you, I will be calling you to see if you would like to
share your favorite recipe with us.
I look forward to meeting and greeting all of you!
Barbara Wolk
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NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM
When you receive this Beacon, you will be thinking of the holidays and the presents that
you will be buying and giving to those in “your circle”. Well, we have an idea for you!! Why not
give a gift of yourself to those who could become part of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Wilmington circle, as well as part of your circle. Money is not needed for this gift, but your time
is the need.
The Membership Team is in great need of folks to man the Welcome Table on Sundays
before and after services. Those to consider this offer are the outgoing types with that smile that
says “let me tell you something, glad you are here!” If you are passionate about this statement,
then you are in! However, you do need to be attending UUCW services regularly for a minimum
of six months. We will teach you the rest!!
If this sounds like a gift that you would like to give, contact Diane M, for more details,
dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
We guarantee no one will be taking this gift back!!
Membership Team: Tim Gugan, Carol Anne Davis, Charlene Cole, and Diane Miller, team
leader, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, minister.

As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. Please stop by the Welcome Table
and sign up for greeting during the holidays and throughout the year. This is a great way to meet
and greet the congregation of UUCW. The personal reward from greeting cannot be measured!
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CARING COMMITTEE
Acting in concert with the minister, the caring committee provides short-term support, care and
assistance to UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. We
recognize that many people are reluctant to reach out and ask for help. But we are there for you,
and your information can remain anonymous, or can be shared with the congregation if so
requested.
The holiday season is upon us and everywhere we see images of how it should be celebrated:
tables with crisp linens, glittering glassware, covered with an abundance of food, and surrounded
by congenial relatives and friends. Those images are wonderful marketing tools but make the
holidays sadder for those grieving for loss of health, loved ones, and other losses that happen to
all of us at some point in our lives. Remember – if you need us we are near.
And maybe the best gifts we can share and gift ourselves with
at this time are the priceless ones like a little more patience,
kindness, stress-free simplicity, listening to the same old story
once more with a smile, and turning off the persistent
“shoulds.” I’m certain that there are many more, but these
are the ones on my to-do list.
December’s Caring Committee Chair is Kami O’Keeffe.
Other members are: Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Liz
Irwin, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Tina Schenk, Kim
Singleton, and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. Please contact us if we
can help or if you would like to join us.
Jane Linn
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HOW DID UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM TRANSFORM YOU?
This is a question that editor Rev. Meg Riley, asked in her Preface to the new title, Testimony,
published by our Unitarian Universalist publishing house, Skinner House Books.

The book in hard copy and e-book formats is available at your UUA bookstore, InSpirit
http://www.uuabookstore.org
I believe that Unitarian Universalism has the power to transform lives and souls. I read with
interest essays by friends and was delighted to read testimonies by UUs that I don’t know at all.
I am reminded of the work of the UUA’s Standing On the Side of Love campaign and the
activities brought to us earlier this year. Materials for the “Thirty Days of Love 2017” available
at https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/ourstories/2017/1/31/on-transformation
In our literature, worship services, religious education, and social justice work, your Unitarian
Universalist Association of Congregations offers abundant opportunities for personal,
congregational, and community transformation.
Like many of you, I welcomed a faith tradition that
 believes that everyone is important,
 encourages us to be kind
 values learning together and looking for our truths
 practices the democratic process
 works to have a peaceful world and
 cares for our earth-our Big Blue Boat Home
Our Unitarian Universalist Association nurtures our Beloved UU Faith, and supports all of our
congregations. What a great idea!
What is your testimony of how Unitarian Universalism and our congregation has transformed
your life? I would love to hear from you!
Remember to check out the UUA Bulletin Board in Dobkin Hall
Peace and Blessings,
Elizabeth Ann Terry
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January 2018 events celebrating the life and legacy
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Mark your calendars! Once again, UUCWNC will be participating in
community based events during this special time of year, coordinated by the
Social Action Ministry. Watch for more details to come soon!
NHC NAACP MLK Breakfast – Saturday, January 13, 9am, DREAMS of Wilmington,
901 Fanning St. All are invited to attend this annual event supporting local NAACP youth
programs. This year’s speaker is Pennsylvania ACLU Executive Director and Wilmington native,
Reginal Shufford. Mistress of ceremonies is Elizabeth Montgomery. Tickets are $25, available at
nhcnaacp.com.
Ecumenical Worship Service – Sunday, January 14, 3pm, UUCWNC Sanctuary. The
UUCWNC is pleased to be hosting this very special annual service sponsored by the Wilmington
Ministerial Roundtable Alliance. Join the community to worship together in honor of Rev. King.
Annual MLK Day Parade – Monday, January 15, Downtown. March or ride with
UUCWNC! Meet at the Schwartz Center parking lot, line up early for parade start at 11 am. Just
Joe will drive his truck and trailer again to accommodate all who want to participate. Watch for
special plans coming from the RE team of the 3rd through 7th grade students (“ Harry Potter &
UU”)!

Mother Hubbard's at UUCW.
With all the Holiday closings, the last time the Cupboard was open was this past
Wednesday. I'm told that the greatest needs last Wednesday were miscellaneous items
just like you would need this time of year - stuffing mixes, bags of sugar and flour,
cans/bottles of gravy, etc.
We are also always in need of toiletry items like toothbrushes, toothpaste, little Hotel shampoos
and conditioner. These items are needed by our Clients, but obviously the food items take
priority.
Social Action Committee
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COLD FULL MOON gathering for DECEMBER…
December is the time for many celebrations and festivals some of them stemming from the
Native American cultures. The FULL COLD MOON was so named by the Native American
culture and is fittingly associated with the month of December when the winter cold fastens its
grip and the nights become long and dark. This Full Moon is also known as the LONG
NIGHTS MOON because it occurs near the winter solstice.
The gathering of the December Full Moon will be Tuesday evening December 5 starting at
7:30pm at the home of Diane M. Jessica H as the High Priestess will be presenting the evening’s
program during this period of Winter Solstice.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This
website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings
including directions to the gatherings.
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HI EVERYONE: DON'T FORGET OUR SPECIAL MUSICAL PRESENTATION ON
DECEMBER 7THAT 7PM,
FEATURING REGGIE HARRIS AND GREG GREENWAY ENTITLED
"DEEPER THAN THE SKIN".
THIS PRESENTATION WILL BE HELD IN THE SANCTUARY.
SUGGESTED DONATION IS $15 PER PERSON.
JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF SONG, STORY AND INSPIRATION.
FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE SEE THEA BETWEEN CHURCH SERVICES
OR YOU MAY E-MAIL TICKETS@UUFWILMINGTON.ORG
THANKS,
THEA HAGEPANOS
(SEE POSTER FOLLOWING)
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