UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
CONGREGATION OF
WILMINGTON
BEACON
OCTOBER 2017
OFFICE HOURS

OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MINISTER

OCT. 1

WORSHIP TEAM

OCT. 8

REV. CHERYL

AND BY APPOINTMENT

OCT. 15

REV. CHERYL

DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

OCT. 15

REV. CHERYL

OCT. 22

REV. CHERYL W/CHOIR

OCT. 29

GREG THOMAS

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

11AM – 4PM
11AM – 4PM
11AM – 4PM

SUNDAY
9AM – 1PM
TUESDAY
12PM – 6PM
THURSDAY
2PM – 7PM
AND BY APPOINTMENT
ADMINISTRATOR
TUESDAY
9AM – 2PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM – 2PM
THURSDAY 9AM – 2PM
FRIDAY
9AM – 2PM
*SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE CALL
AHEAD

WWW.UUCWNC.ORG

OCTOBER 2017

THE BEACON

2|PAGE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REFLECTIONS
To the wonderful people of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington
(UUCWNC),
For the past fourteen years, I have had the pleasure of watching this congregation grow and
change, each step bringing UUCWNC into being the place we know and love as our spiritual
home. Some changes have been easy and some have been more challenging, but this
congregation always rallies together to make each change a good one!
So far, during my time as your Director of Lifespan Religious Education, I’ve seen the sanctuary
completed, Rev. Susan installed and ordained, the playground updated, Rev. Elaine hired as an
interim minister, the Memorial Garden built, Rev. Cheryl called and installed, the kitchen
refurbished, and Dobkin Hall renovated. And, I have watched your/our children grow up and
demonstrate our faith in actions!
The Religious Education program has also undergone changes. We’ve expanded and contracted
with the needs of the congregation, filling whatever spaces we could when participation dictated!
We hired a Childcare Coordinator, wrote and implemented our Safe Congregation policy, which
called for teacher background checks and initiated placing windows in all classroom doors. We
added Adult Programs to the position, changing my responsibilities to Lifespan, and with the
ministers, congregants and community members, have facilitated thoughtful, engaging classes,
presentations and seminars.
Sometimes it seems like just yesterday that I accepted the position of Director of Religious
Education back in June of 2003, and sometimes it seems like I’ve been doing this forever! These
fourteen years have been full of joy, wonder and growth, but at this time I feel that it’s time for
me to retire. I will continue to serve as your DLRE until the school year ends in June, 2018.
This will mean more change for UUCWNC, but I think it will be a wonderful opportunity for
you, and for our amazing children and youth.
As for me, I plan to slow down and pay more attention to my health and my family, including
spending time with my mother and sisters who live in California. I hope to travel some, create
more art and work in my garden, knees-willing!
It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve you and our youth for these years, and I look
forward to finishing my tenure here with great love, energy and enthusiasm.
With love,
Sue Graffius, DLRE
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS

I hope that you have read Sue Graffius’ letter to the good people of this congregation. Like you I
am saddened by the news that Sue has decided to retire. Working closely with Sue these past
eight plus years has been one of the most rewarding parts of my ministry. We have laughed
together (a lot), cried together (too many times), and celebrated the little and big things we have
accomplished together with you. I have no words to describe how much I will miss her. She has
been my rock, my colleague and most of all my friend.
It’s hard to imagine this congregation without Sue’s leadership, after all she has been holds the
record for the longest tenure of any staff person in the history of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Wilmington. She has seen more changes in this congregation, first hand, than
anyone else and has been an integral part of the changes that have occurred over the fourteen
years that she has been with us.
We will not be able to replace Sue, but we will work to find a new person to fill her role as
Director of Life Span Religious Education. As Sue wrote in her letter “This will mean more
change for UUCWNC, but I think it will be a wonderful opportunity for you, and for our
amazing children and youth.” Indeed it will mean a big change. But everything must change.
It is at times of big changes that we are often called to look at who we are, where we are going,
and where we should go. The landscape for religion and religious education is shifting and we
should use this time to shape a new history for this congregation. We must adapt to the changes
that are happening rather than resisting them.
I have a deep and abiding faith that this congregation, all of us together, can start a new chapter
together by building on the foundation that Sue built for religious education for our youth and
adults. That foundation is one that says our children and youth are important today. That it really
does take all of us to give them the moral foundation that good religious education provides.
And that we are all lifelong learners.
Sue Graffius has given us the gift of her wisdom, her talents, her dedication and her love. Let us
all be grateful for these tremendous gifts and wish her the very, very best of all life has to offer in
her retirement.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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Vice President Speaks

UUCW’s new president set the stage for an exciting beginning for the new Board of Trustees
and the Congregation for the ensuring year ahead in her September Beacon article. UUCW is
heading into our 50th year as a congregation, and is currently experiencing a strong growth
period.
The 2017-2018 Board of Trustees are as follows:
 President – Jennifer Paetzold-Garica
 Vice President – John Grigsby
 Secretary – Tammy Ellison
 Treasurer – Karen Gottovi
 Board Members - Pat Forrest, Bob Holm, Bill Singleton, Don Smith, Barbara Wolk
These nine Board members are committed to making our congregation a welcoming and
flourishing one.
Our membership and friends, including our youth are involved with various meaningful activities
outside of our church home. As summer fades and fall begins, it’s the perfect time to look at
how you can step-up to the plate and enhance programs and activities happening within our
Congregation. Yes, it takes funding but also time and talents to create a truly thriving place of
worship.
It’s time to step outside your comfort zone and pledge your time and talents to UUCW.
Volunteering to make coffee, to serve cookies, or to wipe down the kitchen on Sundays takes
less than an hour of your time. Working on a committee, teaching/assisting RE, ushering or
greeting, assisting with yard work, making soup, are all examples of how you can provide much
needed assistance in keeping our Congregation working toward its focus.
I love UUCW. It brings me great joy to attend Sunday services and to participate in other
happenings and the meetings of the Board of Trustees.
Respectfully,
John Grigsby
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NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM

Our fall 2017 Welcome Classes will begin Sunday, October15 at 1pm to 2:30pm in
Dobkin Hall at the Fellowship. Other class dates and times are Wednesday, October 18 at 6pm
to 7:30pm and Sunday, October 22 at 1pm to 2:30pm.
Each class is different and focuses on a different aspect of UU life. The class material is
as follows,
Class I: Getting to know other attendees
Class II: Getting to know Unitarian Universalism
Class III: Getting to know Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Wilmington
Leading these classes will be members of the UUCW Board, other congregational leaders
and our minister, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. For more information or to sign up for the classes,
please stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday Services or contact Diane Miller at
dianewhitt@bellsouth.net.

As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. For friends or new members,
this is a great way to meet the congregation of UUFW. Stop by the Welcome Table and sign up
to greet! The personal reward of greeting cannot be measured!
Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a Membership team
member regarding interest in joining UUCW or the Membership team. Membership team
members: Tim Gugan, Carol Anne Davis, Charlene Cole, Pan Waite, Diane Miller, chairperson
and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, minister.
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Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, the caring committee provides short-term support, care and assistance to
UU members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. We recognize that many people are
reluctant to reach out and ask for help. But we are there for you; and your information can remain anonymous,
or can be shared with the congregation if so requested.
The members of the caring committee are: Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Liz Irwin, Jeannie Lennon, Jane
Linn, Kami O'Keeffe, Tina Schenk, Kim Singleton, and Reverend Cheryl. These are special people with a special
calling. We humans have various ways of warming or nourishing our souls. Finding concrete ways to express
compassion to someone who is suffering makes ME feel better as a human being. That is my selfish reason for
being a part of the committee. I KNOW that I benefit from it, and I HOPE that others do, too.
What do we “carers” do exactly?
It may be as simple as writing a get well card, delivering a casserole, making a hospital visit, or driving someone
to a medical appointment. We also help organize memorial services. Our dedicated quilters sew AMAZING
quilts for those UU's who are bedridden.
If you are now asking yourself, “what could I do to grow my soul by helping others in the UU family?” then you
are probably someone who should have a conversation with one of us. We would welcome new members as well
as non-members who simply want to help out once in awhile with a small task. ANYONE on the committee
would be delighted to talk to you should you feel “called”.
The October chairperson for the caring committee is Carol Anne Davis.
Tina Schenk

Hospitality
Thank you for those who have signed up to make coffee and serve snacks on Sunday.
We need some folks to sign up for clean-up at the end of second service for October.
Other than that, the sign-up sheet is pretty empty from November, on.
I am not one to push people into doing things they don't want to do, but this is something that reflects on us as a
community. We should be taking care of ourselves and our guests on Sunday. We are not short of people, just
volunteers.
I'll be happy to show any "first-timers" how to make coffee, load the dishwasher and serve some snacks.
If two volunteers work together, you will usually get some additional impromptu help, making this a super easy
way to give back to your spiritual home.
The impromptu help is great! Thank you! But if you can help "on the fly", please commit to signing up for a
Sunday. It's the commitment to our community that's important.
As we like to say... "just do it."
Please put "UUCWNC Snacks" on your shopping list!
Questions? Contact Jessica or Bob Holm
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WIHN SUCCESS!
We have once again fulfilled our mission to support homeless families in the
Wilmington area through our work with the Family Promise organization and
the WIHN Project.
Thank you to our foodies, Carol Anne Davis, Ariadne DeCarvahlo and the Belleti family.
Thank you to those who help with moving beds, Fred Campau, John and Betsy Wood, Don Smith, Marvin Fineman
and Jack Cruz.
Thank you to our overnight hosts, Ed and Martha Brophy, and Marvin Fineman (connect four champion!).
Thank you to our evening hosts, Tom and Mary Ann Stibbe, and Merritt Blalock.
Thank you for laundry services, Kami Okeeffe.
We had some first time volunteers, Ariadne DeCarvahlo, Merrit Blalock and Jack Cruz. Thank you so much for
volunteering! We hope to see you next time!
Our next WIHN opportunity starts January 7th, 2018. Please mark your calendars if you would like to volunteer.
As always, direct all questions to me, Jessica Holm, jsholm58 @gmail.com or to Bob Holm, raholm1
@gmail.com

Food Drive for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, Saturday, October 21st Volunteers Needed
The next Food Drive collection for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard has been scheduled for Saturday, October
21 at the Harris Teeter at the Hanover Center on Oleander across from Independence Mall. Volunteering
involves passing out flyers in front of the store and asking arriving shoppers to purchase a few extra items for
the hungry clients of Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, an emergency food pantry in downtown Wilmington,
which UUCW supports.
There are five shifts, and we need two people for each shift as follows: 9 -10:30 am, 10:30 am -12 pm, 12-1:
30 pm, 1:30 – 3pm, and 3 – 4:15 pm. We also need someone to pick up the food at 4:15 and haul it to the
Cupboard – preferably with an SUV or truck.
If you could help out by taking one of these slots, it would be much appreciated. The need is great for food
for the less fortunate. Just email or phone me with your preferred time slot, and I will try to accommodate
you. Or you can talk to me on Sunday. After the schedule is confirmed, I’ll email it to all volunteers along
with complete instructions. If you’ve never done this before and would like more info before you commit,
just give me a call.
Thanks for your continued support of MHC,
Robin Gugan robingugan@gmail.com 910-620-8427
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WELCOME! CLASS

(FORMERLY PATH TO MEMBERSHIP)
ARE YOU NEW TO THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF WILMINGTON?
ARE YOU NEW TO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM?
DO YOU KNOW EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT US AND WHAT WE BELIEVE?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU HERE?
DO YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN HELP?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE?
IF YOU ARE ON YOUR PATH TO MEMBERSHIP, OR IF YOU ARE SIMPLY INTERESTED
IN LEARNING ABOUT UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM AND THE
UU CONGREGATION OF WILMINGTON, THESE CLASSES ARE FOR YOU!
WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US:
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1 PM
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 6 PM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1 PM
EACH CLASS COVERS DIFFERENT MATERIAL, INCLUDING WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE
BELIEVE AND HOW EVERYTHING FITS TOGETHER. CHILDCARE IS PROVIDED WITH
PRIOR COORDINATION.
YOU MAY SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME TABLE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS, OR CONTACT
SUE GRAFFIUS, DRE: DRE@UUFWILMINGTON.ORG OR
DIANE MILLER: DIANEWHITT@BELLSOUTH.NET FOR INFORMATION.
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE RE PROGRAM’S
ANNUAL HALLOWEEN COFFEE HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 10:30, IN DOBKIN HALL
OUR COSTUMED (G)HOSTS AND (G)HOSTESSES ARE LOOKING FORWARD
TO
OFFERING YOU FUN AND DELICIOUS TREATS…AND MAYBE A TRICK OR
TWO!

WEAR YOUR FAVORITE COSTUME AND JOIN US FOR THE FUN!

OCTOBER 2017

THE BEACON

10 | P A G E

“Share the Plate”
The Mission of UUCWNC calls us to accept our shared responsibility for the well-being
of the broader community and to be actively engaged in the world around us. In this
spirit, we have embraced the concept of “Share the Plate” where by half of every Sunday
morning plate collection is given to a designated community group or charity organization.
So far, through this program, the UUCWNC has contributed over $8,000 to the 14
organizations listed below. The Congregation’s generosity is apparent!
Share the Plate began as a pilot program in February and the Board of Trustees has recently
voted to adopt this as a permanent part of our offertory. This also allows us to learn more
about the good work being done within our community and beyond and can even highlight
additional opportunities for volunteerism, community outreach and partnerships.
Share the Plate recipients are nominated by UUCWNC members and designated by the
volunteer Generosity Team. All organizations or groups which are not-for-profit and fit
within our UUCWNC Mission and broader UU Principles are considered, including local,
national and international organizations, and initiatives sponsored by the UUCWNC or the
UUA. Consider nominating a worthy group you volunteer with or one which is working to
meet a particular community need. Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis - return
completed applications to the Generosity Team mailbox in the hallway.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support!
The Generosity Team – Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, Eden Avery, Sally Freeman, Joyce Elliott
UUA Southern Region Chalice Lighter Call – First UU Church of Richmond “Pledge to
End Racism” Program
Nourish NC
Annie H. Snipes Academy of Arts and Design Public School
Mother Hubbard's Cupboard
YWCA Lower Cape Fear
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Wilmington
Domestic Violence Shelter and Services
Nature Connect NC
Monty’s Home
Phoenix Hometown Hires
Cape Fear Clinic
UUA Hurricane Harvey Recovery Fund
Support The Port, Inc.
Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network
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3rd Sunday Open House
Sunday, October 15, 4-7 p.m.
Home of Doris Chew and Bill Stewart
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new
people, connect with old friends, enjoy stimulating
conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS
WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so bring something to share.
Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or call
the Office at 910-392-6454 for details.

FULL MOON gathering for OCTOBER
October’s Full Moon is named the Hunter’s Moon. This moon
is named as such as prime deer hunting occurs at this time.
The October Full Moon gathering will be Tuesday evening October 3rd starting
at 7:30pm at the home of Robin B. Jessica H. will also be the High Priestess for
the evening and will be presenting an interesting program for the Full Moon
group.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan
to attend, please RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address,
fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also be used for any questions
or for information about the Full Moon gatherings including directions to the
gatherings.

OCTOBER 2017

THE BEACON

14 | P A G E

