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MINISTER’S CORNER
I’ve just returned from Ministry Days and General Assembly. Ministry Days is the annual gathering of
the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association and General Assembly is the annual meeting of
representative of the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association. This year was
particularly special for me because I had the privilege of preaching the Service of the Living Tradition (if
you didn’t get a chance to see it live you can see it here: http://www.uua.org/ga/offsite/2017/worship/slt). It was quite an honor to be invited to preach this sermon during which we
recognize the accomplishments of religious professionals (ministers, religious educators and musicians).
In the sermon I said that one of the most touching moments of the service, each year, is when we name
those who have passed away that year. I generally don’t know most of their names but I know that they
tried to make a difference in the lives of the people where they served. This is what we do when we
answer the call to ministry, and what I do when I answer your calls to your minister, try to make a
difference.
Years ago, the Rev. Dr. Peter Lee published an article which contained a list entitles When to Call The
Minister. Here is my list of When Call Your Minister:
 When you want me to get to know you better or want to get to know me better.
 When you’re feeling sad, lonely, happy, confused, afraid, courageous, lost, conflicted,
questioning, or just want to share what is in your heart.
 When you’re going into the hospital, in hospital or just came out of the hospital. Be sure to call
your doctor first.
 When you are getting married, getting divorce, starting a relationship, ending one.
 Whenever there is a change in your life. When you’re thinking about changing your life.
 When you’ve just lost someone you love. When you are losing someone you love. When you are
the one being lost.
 When you hated the sermon. When you loved the sermon.
 When you have questions about your faith. When you have questions about Unitarian
Universalism.
 When you have an idea about how to make the congregation a better place for everyone and for
you.
 When you’ve just heard a good joke, a good recipe, read a good book, heard a good story, had an
earthshatteringly good idea about almost anything.
 When you want to talk to someone who cares.
These are just some of the times when you might want to call me, whenever you feel you want to or
need to. I will answer.
It was good to attend our General Assembly; and it is better to be home, with you. You are why I
answered the call to ministry, and why I will keep answering the call, your calls.
Peace and many kind blessings
Rev. Cheryl
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President’s Perspective
This June, as I am concluding my term on the Board of Trustees and my role as President, I also had the opportunity
to attend my first UUA General Assembly. Given the relatively small size of our UU community in Southeastern
North Carolina, it was truly exhilarating to be with over 4,000 UUs from over 600 congregations. This included over
1500 ministers, 553 people of color, and 300 youth. And, as many people had warned, the number of business
sessions, learning opportunities, and sheer intensity of the experience also was truly exhausting!
The theme for this year was “Resist and Rejoice” – and it could not have been more apropos. Resist! because we as a
spiritual people are being called to resist oppression and discrimination at almost all levels of our society, including
within our own UU institutions and congregations. And, Rejoice! because the theology of Unitarian Universalism is so
intertwined with social justice that we have the principles and values to guide us in this work. It is now incumbent
upon us to dismantle the oppressive culture and systems which have prevented us from truly living out our UU ideals.
We must be clear in acknowledging the fact that at the heart of this is a culture of white supremacy. GA offered a wealth
of programming and abundance of resources speaking directly to this. I learned from Dr. Robin DiAngelo, renowned
author and social scientist, about “what it means to be white” and what we can do to actively work against our own
ingrained racist tendencies. I learned from members of Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU) about the
history and current experiences of Black members of our faith in our white-dominated UU institutions. I learned
directly from fellow attendees who are people of color that their experiences are vastly different from mine and that I
have much more to learn.
White friends, this is our work to do. As uncomfortable as this is for many of us, we must confront this in our faith
community and at home at UUCWNC. This requires the hard work of looking inward at ourselves personally and as a
Congregation. How have our systems of leadership, worship, ways of welcoming people, and programming been
shaped by our white culture? How do these structures and traditions serve to perpetuate a spiritual home which may
not be as welcoming to people of color as we say we would like? We have started some of this work with partnerships
in the community, Rev. Cheryl’s “teach-in” sermon on White Supremacy in May, and our Listening In Color sessions
(thanks to the Middletons, Belletis, and Schreibers for organizing!). I implore all UUCWNC members and friends to
embrace this journey. This is a moral imperative for us.
Without a doubt however, the highlight of my time at GA was experiencing our own Rev. Cheryl deliver her Sermon
during the Service of the Living Tradition. Imagine Sunday morning with Rev Cheryl in the pulpit with at least a
thousand other worshipers! With her special way of intertwining humor with wisdom, she called on each of us to find
our own mountains to climb - over and over again, working to make an impact on others - not a name for ourselves.
Her message obviously resonated strongly with the crowd. After a standing ovation, I watched as she greeted
hundreds at the door with her hugs and kind words, as she does for us each Sunday. It was awe inspiring and
humbling. We are truly blessed to have Rev Cheryl as our pastor and prophet. Rejoice indeed!
I look forward to bringing more back to you from GA. For now, I want to thank my fellow Trustees who have
worked tirelessly this year in leading our Congregation. A special note of gratitude goes to Roxie Morison and Marvin
Fineman whose terms also have ended. I welcome our incoming Trustees who were elected at our annual meeting,
Karen Gottovi, Bob Holm and Don Smith. I know that the good work of the Board will continue and progress will
be made.
Respectfully,
Eden Avery
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Religious Education Reflections
Did you get to attend our Teen Service? Did you take home any wisdom from our teens after hearing about what
they took home from this past year in Religious Education? If you missed it, you missed a LOT. Many thanks to
Jaysen C, Makai B and CJ J for giving us their thoughts on how the OWL program benefitted them. Many
thanks to Ivy C for sharing what she discovered about herself after viewing/discussing one of the films in the
Popcorn Theology class. And, many thanks to Moné B for sharing how her years in RE affected her first year
in college. Further thanks go to Carl Middleton, Braxton Simmons and Delthea Simmons for letting us know
why they feel moved to teach our kids, and how important the programs are.
I also would like to express my appreciation to all the volunteer teachers we had this past year. They were:
Preschool: Pat Forrest, Amy Poe and Kathryn Waple, K-1st: Ilene Evans, Leslie O’Connor and Eleanor Topping,
2nd-3rd: Dăna Mann and Kaylee Tuttle-Topping, 4th-6th: Scott Armstrong, Liz Irwin and Elizabeth Terry, 7th-9th: Jo
Cline, Debbie Marmorstein, Carl Middleton and Braxton Simmons, and 10th-12th: Brendan Cook, Dave Pollock
and Delthea Simmons. They were the thread that held the program together so that our children could receive a
meaningful religious education!
And, I would like to thank the parents who regularly brought their children to our programs. We know that we
are competing with a lot of other activities–including sleep!–and we appreciate you putting your children’s
spiritual development at the top of that list. We understand the challenge!
July is our month of REst in the Religious Education program. We will not hold any classes; however, the
Playground and Nursery will be staffed during the worship service, and all children and youth are welcome in the
Sanctuary for the service. In August, our summer program will resume in Classroom 1 for children age 3 through
grade 5, during the worship service. As always, children and youth are welcome in the service!
We hope that you are considering teaching RE this fall! We are in need of teachers for Preschool (Chalice
Children: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/chalicechildren), Grades K – 2nd (Creating Home:
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/home),
5th
–
7th
(Jedi
Academy:
th
th
http://imaginorium.weebly.com/jedi-academy.html) and 8 – 12 (our own program of a blended
conglomeration of RE/Timely Topics/Youth Group/Service Projects/Worship Services). Teaching teams
consist of 3 or 4 teachers, which allows for flexible schedules and a commitment of 2 or 3 Sundays a month. We
will provide you with training, curriculum, supplies and a team. Teachers will have a background check run. The
more teachers we have, the more Sundays off there are! Please contact me with questions or to sign up:
dre@uufwilmington.org.
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group will meet throughout the summer. We continue to serve many
LGBTQIA youth in our area each week, with 8-12 regular attendees. If you know of an LGBTQIA youth who
might like to attend, please contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org for info.
The Wilmington Progressive Book Club, meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6pm in Dobkin Hall (July 12
& 26 and Aug 9 & 23). July’s book is The Political Mind by George Lakoff. Contact me
(dre@uufwilmington.org) to be put on the Book Club’s email list to find out what August’s book will be!
Peace,
~Sue
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Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring committee provides short term support, care and assistance to
UUCW-NC members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or crisis. Please let us know when you
need help with a difficult situation. Our support is there for the asking. We recognize that many people are
reluctant to reach out and ask for help, but any requests we receive can remain anonymous as desired by the
individual or family, or can be shared with the congregation if preferred..
While waiting to talk about the Caring committee at a recent “Welcome Class” and listening to others speak
about their committees, one of our members was struck by the many opportunities in which to provide care
within and beyond our congregation. Did you know, for example, that we have a quilting group that creates
beautiful quilts for members and friends who need comfort?
We all feel a strong sense of gratitude for being able to be a part of such a vibrant and loving community and
note that there are many big and small ways in which to make a difference to our members and friends, and that
all are important. If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our UU community, consider becoming a
member of the Caring committee or just let us know that you are available to make a meal, give a ride, or provide
a visit when needed.
The Caring committee chairs for July and August are Jeannie Lennon and Diane Halley, respectively. Other
members are: Carol Anne Davis, Jane Linn, Liz Irwin, Kami O’Keeffe, Tina Shenk, Kim Singleton and Rev.
Cheryl.
Kami O’Keeffe

ANNUAL UUCW-NC PICNIC
Our annual picnic was a great success! A VERY BIG THANK YOU goes out to Jill and
Dave Pollock for hosting this event. This was a lot of work for them, but they made it
look easy!
Special thank-you’s also go out to our chief griller, Ron Cochran. Thank you to the
planners, Jill and Dave Pollock, Roxie Morrison, Becki Schreiber and Kami O’Keeffe.
Thank you all who attended and brought food.
A great time was had by all!
Bob and Jessica Holm

July/August 2017

THE BEACON

6|Page

WIHN (Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network)
Thanks you’s go to:
our transportation guru, Ron Cochran; Thea Hagepanos, Eden Avery and her sons,
Doris Chew and Kristine Hancock for providing meals; Eden and Doris for being our
evening hosts; Ed and Martha Brophy for being overnight hosts the first night; Ed
Brophy and our newest overnight volunteer, Scott Armstrong, for being overnight
hosts the second night. A special THANK YOU goes out to Ed for doing this two nights
in a row!
Marcel and Kristine Hancock helped load beds onto the WIHN trailer and Kami Okeeffe
provided laundry services.
A special Thank-you goes out to Jane Dempsey, who was an overnight host on
Thursday June 15th to fill in for another host church.
Our next WIHN opportunity is September 24-25.
Thank you to all!
Bob and Jessica Holm

Charitable Crochet/Knit
We will now be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Friday at
1pm. Every month will have a different theme. For
July we are making hats for the homeless to be
distributed at Mother Hubbard's Cupboard. Come
join us, all levels of experience welcome.
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FULL MOON gathering for July and August….....
July’s Full Moon is the Buck Moon, the time of
year when the deer bucks shed their antlers. July
9, we will see a full moon in North America,
sometimes also called the Thunder Moon or Hay
Moon. At this time, farmers will be struggling to
put hay in their barns amid the summer season’s
frequent thunder showers.
The Full Moon gathering for July will be held at Eliza’s home on Tuesday evening
June 11 at 7:30pm. Kat C. will be our High Priestess for the evening. She will be
offering a program suitable for the hot days of summer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

August’s Full Moon is the Sturgeon Moon named
appropriately for the optimal fishing season. On
August 7, the full moon will appear bringing in the
Lammas season.
The Full Moon gathering for August 8 will be held at
Mary Alice’s home on Tuesday evening at 7:30pm.
Mary Alice will also be our High Priestess for the
evening offering an interesting program during this
season of Lammas.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan
to attend, please RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address,
fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also be used for any questions
or for information about the Full Moon gatherings including directions to the
gatherings.
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BEACH PARTY!!!
UUCW MONTHLY OPEN HOUSE
Sunday July 16 4-7 p.m.
FORT FISHER BEACH



WHAT: Bring the FAMILY, a dish or beverage to
share, and your beach gear (towels, toys, chairs...)
HOSTS: Tammy and Elton Ellison

WATCH UUNEWS FOR DETAILS

Wilmington Progressive Book Club
nd

th

Meeting every 2 and 4 Wednesday
6 pm in Dobkin Hall
(July 12 and 26)
(Aug 9 and 23)

Our book for July is:
The Political Mind

No RE in JULY!
Summer RE in August!
In July, the Religious Ed program takes
a REst. The playground and Nursery
will both be staffed during the service,
and children of all ages are welcome
in the Sanctuary for worship.

by George Lakoff

August’s book is yet to be determined.
Contact Sue Graffius to be placed on the
Book Club email list to receive notices and discussion
questions before meetings: dre@uufwilmington.org

In August, we will resume our Summer
RE programming in Classroom 1
for students age 3 through grade 5.
Children of all ages are welcome in the
Sanctuary for worship.
Have a great summer!
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~~Teachers Wanted!~~
2017-2018 School Year
We’re looking for teachers for the
following age/grade groups:
Preschool: Chalice Children
K-2nd: Creating Home
5th-7th: Jedi Academy
8th-12th: RE/Topics/Youth Group
Teaching teams will have 3 to 4 teachers,
which means you would be in the classroom
2 to 3 Sundays each month, alternating as
lead, assistant and your Sunday off!
The more teachers we have, the more
Sundays off you’ll have!
Teachers must have been attending
UUCW-NC regularly for at least 6 months,
and will undergo a background check.
Training and support provided…and we
have a delicious Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
at the end of the school year!
Contact Sue Graffius for more information,
or to sign up: dre@uufwilmington.org
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