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MINISTER’S CORNER
June marks the end of the church year, though it doesn’t not mean that the church stops. We slow
down a bit, with a few less meetings, only one service on Sundays and a scaled back Religious Education
program for our youth; but we don’t shut our doors. In parts of New England this is what they do, they
shut the church down for the summer. It’s a throwback to the time when the Boston elite would
summer on Cape Cod or Maine. While most of our congregations are no longer populated by people
who summer somewhere else, there are traditions that still hold in those congregations.
It strikes me as strange that any congregation would close for the summer. It is as if there is no need for
church in the summer. As if the extended daylight of summer hours obviates the need for spiritual
growth and community. It says something to me that a congregation no longer feels it needs to worship
together, to work together, and to have fun together, because it’s summer.
We, as do most congregations, stay open in the summer time. We know that the reasons we come to
church don’t end just because the weather is warmer. Our mission does not end because the calendar
says its June. We carry on no matter the weather. The end of the church year is not really an ending, it is
merely a marker.
This year we mark the end of our 49th year as a congregation. Next April we will celebrate 50 years in
existence as a congregation. On April 29, 1968 thirteen people signed the membership book for the
newly formed Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wilmington. They had a need and a dream. The need
was to find a liberal spiritual home where they could explore their beliefs with other people. Their dream
was to create a congregation that would last past their time on this earth. Fifty years later, this is still our
need and still our dream. To build something today that will last long past our time.
In the fifty years since our founding nearly 900 people have signed the membership book. Some people
signed without much thought, thinking it was a good idea for a time. They were not the people with a
dream of tomorrow and did not stay very long. Some people left because life called them somewhere
else. And then there are those who have signed the book knowing that this was their spiritual home.
They are the ones who have lasted through the good times and the difficult ones. They are ones who
know that no one gets everything they want all of the time, but that there is a community here that will
sustain them. They are the ones who dream of tomorrow while being firmly planted in today. They are
the long haul people.
Let us celebrate the long haul people who are dedicated to this congregation. The ones who step up
when the congregation needs them to step up. The ones who are more likely to ask “what can I do”
rather than “what can be done for me?” The ones who do not need accolades, they just need to know
that what they do makes a difference. These are the people upon whom our future is being built today.
Let’s celebrate each of them, as we celebrate another year in our history.
Peace and many kind blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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President’s Perspective
It is hard for me to believe that we are nearing the end of the “church year” and thus the end of my
term on the Board of Trustees and my role as President. I have been honored to serve in this and it has
been a very gratifying experience for me. I want to thank the other Board members for their dedication
and hard work and I am very appreciative of the support from the Congregation.
The Board has worked diligently this year in our role as an MVP in guiding the Congregation’s Mission,
Vision and Policy. To me, one of our most rewarding accomplishments is the creation of a 3-5 year vision
for the UUCWNC. The Board devoted numerous extra work sessions and study time to this year-long
process to help ensure that our vision adequately reflects the Mission of the Congregation and where we
strive to be in the near future.
The end result is that the Board of Trustees has unanimously approved the following as the Vision for
the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington:
We are a thriving and dynamic religious community. We focus on the spiritual and social priorities of our congregation and
community.
We are a congregation that is welcoming to all who are in harmony with UU principles and our mission. Through our
warmth and sincerity we embrace our congregation and newcomers and offer opportunities and activities to foster meaningful
connections.
We are connected to and represent the larger UU community, regionally and nationally. We are a teaching and learning
congregation. To extend this community to all generations, we support and foster robust religious education that includes the
spiritual and social aspects of UU principles and teachings.
Our minister inspires our congregation with both a prophetic and a pastoral voice.
We are an engaged congregation and encourage and support volunteering. Our congregation is active in social justice efforts.
We are a leader in social justice in our community in partnership with other congregations and organizations.
We are financially sound and solvent enough to provide for the needs of our congregation, its personnel and its physical
facilities. We financially support charitable efforts and the UUA.
We are a generous congregation. We share our faith, resources and time with each other, our congregation, and our
community.
Going forward, the Minister will take a leadership role in creating a strategic plan to delineate how this
vision will be realized. And, the Board of Trustees will continue the process of drafting policies to clarify
and govern its work.
With gratitude,
Eden Avery
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Religious Education Reflections
Most of our RE classes finished out the year with parties and celebrations…we are so grateful
for all of the teachers who dedicated their time to the spiritual development of our children and
youth! We showed some of that gratitude with our Teacher Appreciation Luncheon at
Tandoori Bites, and were thankful that we had a great turnout.
Did you see the Youth Art Show entries? We had four submissions, and they are hanging on
both sides of the hallway near Dobkin Hall, and they show our students’ interpretation of the
theme “Love is Love is Love!”
During the June (except the 4th) and August, we’ll have one multi-age class for students age 3
through about age 10. (no one will be turned away if older students want to join us!) All are
welcome in the worship services! The Nursery will be open during the service, and the
playground will be supervised afterward. During the month of July, we have an REst month.
The RE program takes a break, and no classes are offered during the service. However, the
Nursery AND Playground will be open during the services. Again, all are welcome in the
worship services.
June 4th is our annual Teen Service. Come and hear what our teens and teachers have to say!
The service will immediately precede the congregation’s Annual Meeting.
We are actively looking for RE teachers for the upcoming school year. We have openings in all
age groups: Preschool, K-2nd, 3rd & 4th, 5th – 7th and 8th – 12th. We strive to have 3 to 4 person
teams so that your obligation is for 2 to 3 Sundays a most per month. Please contact me for
information on curriculum and to sign up to teach: dre@uufwilmington.org.
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group will meet throughout the summer. We continue to serve
many LGBTQIA youth in our area each week, with 8-12 regular attendees. If you know of an
LGBTQIA youth who might like to attend, please contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org for
information.
The Wilmington Progressive Book Club, meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6pm in
Dobkin Hall (June 14 & 28). June’s book is Saving Capitalism: For the Many,
Not the Few by Robert Reich. Contact me to be put on the Book Club’s email list!
Peace,
~Sue
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP Team
Our 2017 spring Welcome Classes concluded last month with fluctuating attendance of
13-17 people during the three classes. There was much sharing of individual’s spiritual history,
thoughts, and the future of their religious commitments. The last class was very information to
the attendees as some of the church leaders attended and spoke about their involvement and
passion for UUCW-NC. Many thanks to each of you for your time and caring displayed to
possible future members or friends of the church. For this and for the refreshments , sincere
thanks to, Sue Grafius, Eden Avery, Deltheia, Jane Linn, Dot Hodder, Charles Ponton, Rev.
Cheryl, Robin Gugan and Charlene Cole.
It is the traveling time of year, SUMMER! With this come many visitors to our church,
some maybe just passing through, some have just relocated while others find traveling a good
time to explore the “Unitarian Universalist”! All visitors are given the “stick on” name tag.
Please look for the folks wearing these name tags and be open for conversation with them and
make them feel welcomed!
As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. For friends or new members,
this is a great way to meet the congregation of UUCW-NC. Stop by the Welcome Table and
sign up to greet! The personal reward of greeting cannot be measured!

Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a Membership
team member regarding interest in joining UUCW-NC or the Membership
team. Membership team members: Tim Gugan, Carol Anne Davis, Karen
VanWagner, Pamela Waite, Charlene Cole, Diane Miller, chairperson and
Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, minister.
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Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term support, care and
assistance to UUCW-NC members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or crisis.
Please let us know when you need help with a difficult situation. Our support is there for the
asking. We recognize that many people are reluctant to reach out and ask for help, but any
requests we receive can remain anonymous as desired by the individual or family, or can be
shared with the congregation as desired.
While waiting for my turn to talk about the Caring Committee at a recent “Welcome Class” and
while listening to others speak about their committees, I was struck by the many opportunities in
which to “care” within and beyond our congregation. Did you know, for example, that we have a
quilting group? I felt a strong sense of gratitude for being able to be a part of such a vibrant and
loving community and was reminded that there are many big and small ways in which to make a
difference and that all are important.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our UU community, consider becoming a
member of the Caring Committee or just let us know that you are available to make a meal, give
a ride, or provide a visit when needed. The caring committee chair for June is Kami O’Keefe.
Other members are: Jeannie Lennon, Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Liz Irwin, Kim Singleton
and Rev. Cheryl.
Jane Linn

Nominating Committee Nominees
At the upcoming Congregational Meeting, we will be electing new members for the Nominating
Committee. The primary purpose of the Nominating Committee is to find qualified Board
Members from the Membership of our Congregation who are willing to serve on our Board of
Trustees. The Nominating Committee is a two-year commitment.
Two members are retiring from the Committee, Delthea Simmons and Karen VanWagner. Two
other members will serve their second year, Dorothy Hodder and Jessica Holm.
The new nominees are listed here, in no particular order.
Heidi Kaufman, Maggie Parrish & Mary Clark.
Thank you! Jessica Holm
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New Board Nominees
It’s that time of year again! At this year’s Congregational Meeting we will be voting to elect 3
new Members to the Board of Trustees for our congregation.
Below are the nominees, in no particular order, and a little bit about each nominee.

Karen Gottovi
Karen Gottovi (with her husband Dan and children) moved to Wilmington in 1971, and soon
thereafter became acquainted with the small local UU fellowship and joined the congregation.
They were involved with the Fellowship’s acquisition of the property on Lake Avenue and
building Dobkin Hall, and served in many capacities on and off the board as the Fellowship
grew. Karen also was an active politician in Wilmington, and served two terms as a County
Commissioner and two terms in the NC Legislature. She finished her career as the director of
the NC Division of Aging in Raleigh. The Gottovi’s moved back to Wilmington in 2015, live at
Carolina Bay and are very happy to rejoin the thriving UU Congregation of Wilmington.

Don Smith
I arrived in Wilmington in 2011, started visiting UUCW-NC the following year, and became a
member in 2013, and have participated in the Worship Committee and the Choir. Before
relocating here, I’d spent most of my life in Columbus, Ohio, employed by Ohio government for
the last 20 years of my work career.
Like so many other UU’s I’ve met, my religious background is of the more mainstream variety in my case Presbyterian. As a young adult (30’s), I found myself unsatisfied with my spiritual
direction, and drifted away from the church for many years...well, actually decades! I believe I’ve
found in Unitarian Universalism a much better fit for my vision.

Bob Holm
My wife, Jessica, and I moved to Wilmington in 2006. We have been a member of UUCW-NC
since 2008.
My leadership and volunteer experiences as a Unitarian Universalist include Auction
Chairperson, RE Committee Member, WIHN Coordinator, and responsibilities for Hospitality.
In addition, like most members, I help out where needed.
I own my own business and have worked as an independent consultant for 20+ years. This has
helped me learn to budget my time in what relentlessly becomes a more complicated world. It
has also taught me to facilitate discussions among people with divergent views.
Outside our Congregation, I am on the Board of Directors of our local Community Action
Group to improve and grow the Greater Currie area. I am also on the Pender County Strategic
Planning Advisory Committee as a Trustee representing western Pender County.
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Next WIHN Opportunity!
The Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN) unites communities of faith in a
collaborative effort to assist homeless families. On a rotating basis, host congregations provide
accommodations and meals for up to four families for one
week, four times a year. Additional congregations (including
ours) support the hosts, by providing food and hosting services
to support the program.

Our next WIHN opportunity is Sunday June 18th, Monday June 19th and Sunday June 25th.
We will need volunteers for transportation of guests, providing food, serving food, meal cleanup,
evening and overnight hosting, laundering sheets, moving bed-cots in and out of the host church
(Pearsall Presbyterian on Market Street), as well as “making the beds,” and driving the van and
trailer to the next host church. As you can tell, we need several volunteers to make this happen.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Bob or Jessica Holm.
raholm1 @gmail.com or jsholm58 @gmail.com

FULL MOON gathering for June….....will feature the STRAWBEERY Moon and a summer solstice
celebration. The Strawberry Moon’s name originates from the Algonquin tribes who used the name
as a symbol for the beginning of the strawberry season. The Strawberry Moon commemorations
date back as far as the Ancient Greeks.
The Full Moon gathering for May will be held at Jessica’s home on Tuesday evening June 13 at
7:30pm. Diane will be our High Priestess for the evening. A celebration of the summer solstice;
paying tribute to the Strawberry Moon; and enjoying the “strawberry season” will be offered.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This
website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings
including directions to the gatherings.
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Variety Show
Wow! What a fun time we had at the First Annual UUCW-NC Variety Show!
We had lots of great music, comedy, a magic act, a gymnastics routine, a radio play and the list
goes on.
Special thanks goes to Ed Brophy for loaning us and setting up the sound system. Thanks also goes
to Just Joe for stepping in at the 11th hour as emcee. Thank you to Sally Spalding who was our
“Stage Manager.”
All in all, we had 13 acts. A big thank you goes out to all the participants!
Doug Pendergrass with some great guitar songs, Eli Talley for a great “Bright Bugs” magic show,
Andrew Talley for some of the funniest jokes of the night, Miss Charley Randolph, future gold
medal winner in the 2028 Olympics, for her wonderful gymnastics, the New UU Recorder Consort
for blessing us with their first ever performance! (Cheryl Lietz, Sally Spalding, Martha Fulda, Joan
Olsson, Gail Wick), Greg Thomas for his terrific “Porch” music, Max Frye for his wonderful comedic
history lesson, Don Smith for some great 50’s sing-along Ukulele music, Sally and Joan for their
wonderful piano duet, Bob Holm and Kami Okeeffe for joining me in a radio play featuring
“Indulge” brand toilet soap, Just Joe for some really funny jokes, Marvin for his great (and very
funny) story, and of course, Ed and Martha Brophy along with their friend Chris, who played some
great Beatles tunes and Chris who played a song he wrote.
So, should we do this again next year?
Jessica Holm

Are you looking to make some changes in your life to improve
your health, get off your medications, and lead a higher
quality life? If so, join the UU Vegan Group of Wilmington
on Tuesday, June 20th at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary to view the
highly acclaimed and life-changing documentary, Forks Over
Knives. The documentary explores the relationship between diet
and overall health explained by the top medical doctors who,
through their research, are leading the plant-based movement.
Vegan snacks will be provided!
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The UUCW-NC Annual Congregational Meeting is
Sunday, June 4 at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary.
All members should make plans to attend.
Agenda items include:







Election of new members to the Board of Trustees & Nominating Committee
Amendment of Bylaws
Adoption of the 2017-18 Proposed Budget
Vote on UUCW-NC Motto
Vote on UUA President
Supporting documents have been sent out through UUNews. Please contact the
Board of Trustees with any questions (board @uufwilmington.org).
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~~Teachers Wanted!~~
2017-2018 School Year
We’re looking for teachers for all age groups!
Teaching teams will have 3 to 4 teachers, which means you would
be in the classroom 2 to 3 Sundays each month, alternating as
lead, assistant and your Sunday off!
Teachers must have been attending
UUCW-NC regularly for at least 6 months,
and will undergo a background check.
Contact Sue Graffius for more information,
or to sign up: dre@uufwilmington.org

Wilmington Progressive Book Club
Meeting every 2nd and 4th Wednesday
6 pm in Dobkin Hall
(June 14 and 28)
Our book for June is:
Saving Capitalism: For the Many,
Not the Few
by Robert Reich
Contact Sue Graffius to be placed on the
Book Club email list to receive notices and discussion questions
before meetings: dre@uufwilmington.org
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Listening In Color: Community Read
Facilitated Book Discussion
Thursday, June 29, 2017
UUCofW Sanctuary
6:30-8:00pm
Blood Done Sign My Name
written by Timothy B. Tyson
This is an autobiographical history of events around the 1970s in eastern North Carolina.
New Hanover NE Branch currently has multiple copies if you check with a librarian.
Refreshments will be provided!
(No RSVP necessary)
The fine print:
This past March many UUCW-NC members and friends participated in a 3 part workshop
titled 'Listening in Color'. Participants took part in readings, videos and discussions about
racism, white privilege and speaking up.
We asked for feedback from participants and it was very encouraging. Most people felt this
workshop addressed a need in our congregation and expressed an interest for future
opportunities to continue the conversation.
Several participants indicated an interest in a community read with an evening for the book
discussion.

Our Book Discussion of Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
will be in the fall.
Blood Done Sign My Name and Small Great Things are bestsellers.
Please watch for further speaker and movie events on UU news!
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