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MINISTER’S CORNER
There is a story that almost every minister tells of saying to some wise old sage that they didn’t believe
in God, and the wise old sage says to them “tell me the God you don’t believe in, I probably don’t
believe in that God either.” Well I never met that wise old sage, but I too have a story of the God I don’t
believe in. That God is depicted by Michelangelo. And old white man with a beard, who looked like he
pumped some serious iron. That God moved people around like chess pieces and determined the fate of
people based upon adherence to rules that different people and different times said he told them. That
God knew everything that had happened and would happen. That God was all powerful and sometimes
not so good. I stopped believing in that God a long time ago.
Yet, most of you know that I frequently use God language. How did I go from not believing in God to
believing there is God? The short answer is that I was given the blessing of Unitarian Universalism. I
found a religion where I could explore the idea of God with others who did not believe in that old God
either. We didn’t come to the same conclusions, but we could explore together.
As Unitarian Universalists we are definitely un-agreed on the subject of God. Perhaps no other subject
makes us less agreed than this one. While our Unitarian and Universalist ancestors both began as
Christians we’ve come a long way from their thinking. We were influenced by the Transcendentalists,
the Humanists, Feminists, Eastern Religions and recently the spirituality of People of Color. These
influences have significantly changed the way we think of and speak of God, if we speak of God at all.
God is still a powerful word in our society, in our world. Very few people are indifferent to the word.
We have a range of reactions but very few of us have no reaction. For some our reaction comes from
the faith tradition in which we were raised, and it could be a positive or a negative reaction. Our
reactions are also influenced by art, music, poetry, books, friends, families. We don’t live in a vacuum
and many things
I doubt if we will ever be agreed, as Unitarian Universalists, on the word God. It’s one of the best things
about our religion, we can be un-agreed. If we finally did come to the same conclusion that we all had to
believe, it would be time for me to go. I came to this faith not for our shared belief in the BIG
questions. I came for the opportunity to find my own answers to those questions and then, with others,
do something to improve our world.
This month we’ll be exploring the topic of God. What do we mean by the word God? Do we use it or
not, and why to do either. What feelings does the word god evoke in you when you hear it? How open
are you to the fact that other people may not share your ideas of God, the Holy, the Sacred Mystery, or
whatever term or lack of term you might use. How much of a Unitarian Universalist are you really?
Peace and many kind blessings,
Rev Cheryl
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President’s Perspective
Our annual stewardship campaign is well underway. This is the time in our church calendar during
which the Finance Committee works to propose a budget for the upcoming fiscal year which will enable
the UUCWNC to continue to grow and thrive. And, in turn, we as members and friends are asked to
seriously reflect on the importance of our Congregation in our lives, realizing that it is only through our
direct financial support that UUCWNC can be sustained.
Our proposed budget for 2017-2018 moves us further in the direction of a “thriving Congregation”. We
are making a commitment to adequately support our Minister and other staff, our broader UU
community, and the programs and initiatives necessary for our Congregation to fully achieve its mission.
To accomplish this, an overall budget increase of at least 14% has been proposed. Reaching this goal
will require all who can to increase their annual pledge, and those who have not pledged before to
seriously consider making a commitment this year. As I have said before, we all can contribute
generously within our own “fair share” capacity.
One proposed addition to next year’s budget which deserves explanation is the new Ministerial Intern
position. This position will increase opportunities for small group ministry and spiritual journey work,
assist with pastoral care, and possibly even allow for an alternate worship service time and format. In
addition, UUCWNC has excellent potential as a “teaching congregation” given our membership size,
level of engagement, and maturity (not to mention Rev. Cheryl’s outstanding ministerial gifts!). This
opportunity will only be made possible with a strong budget.
UUCWNC has become not only a spiritual home but also a place of hope and solidarity for many of us
during these trying times. We have seen UUCWNC’s presence in the community grow and outreach
efforts to support our neighbors increase. Members, friends and visitors have shown remarkable
generosity to worthy non-profits through our “Share the Plate” program. Now, it is time for us to
generously support our own Congregation.
If you still need to complete your pledge card or have any questions about the pledging process, please
contact Margaret Armstrong (Chair of the Stewardship Committee), Rev. Cheryl, or me. Thank you for
your commitment to the UUCWNC.
To learn more about the proposed budget, participate in the Board’s spring conversation with the
Congregation on Sunday May 7 after each service (Dobkin Hall at 10:50 am and the Sanctuary at
12:20 am). Board members will be available to answer questions and also review proposed amendments
to UUCWNC bylaws. Then, plan to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday June 4
at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary (our first Sunday of one service at 10:15 am). The agenda will include a
Congregational vote on the proposed budget for 2017-2018, the proposed bylaw amendments, and the
slate of nominations for candidates to the Board of Trustees and the Nominating Committee.
With gratitude,
Eden Avery
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Religious Education Reflections
We had a wonderful time at our Annual Easter Egg Hunt! We only had two teens setting out the eggs,
but they did a fantastic job! Lots of younger children had great fun finding eggs and blowing bubbles!
We are hoping that our Youth Art Show has some great participation this year…and that by the time
you’re reading this Beacon, we’ll have some of our students’ artwork on the wall!
It’s hard to believe, but our last class of the school year is coming up this month! May 21 is our last day
of classes. Be sure to thank your children’s teachers and let them know how much you appreciate them.
I know I sure do! These wonderful people have been greeting your children each week with smiles,
lessons and activities that will help them grow into thinking, caring, helpful individuals:
Preschool: Pat Forrest, Amy Poe, Kathryn Waple
K-1st Grade: Ilene Evans, Leslie O’Connor, Eleanor Topping
2nd-3rd Grade: Dana Mann, Kaylee Tuttle-Topping
4th-6th Grade: Scott Armstrong, Liz Irwin, Elizabeth Terry
7th-9th Grade: Jo Cline, Debbie Marmorstein, Carl Middleton, Braxton Simmons, Sue Graffius
10th-12th Grade: Brendan Cook, Dave Pollock, Delthea Simmons
As you can see, your children have been in great hands!
On June 4th (before the Annual Meeting) we’ll hold our annual Teen Service. We’ll be on our summer
schedule, so there’ll be one service at 10:15 am…prepare to learn something from our teens!
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group continues to serve many LGBTQIA youth in our area each
week. We have 8-12 regular attendees. If you know of an LGBTQIA youth who might like to attend,
please contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org for information.
Thank you to all who came out for the 5-part series: The Human Universe that was facilitated by
Jimmy Reeves. We had wonderful participation with thought-provoking questions. Keep an eye out for
another program like this one in the fall!
The Wilmington Progressive Book Club, meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6pm in Dobkin
Hall (May 10 & 24). And, our Welcome! Classes for those who are interested in learning more about
UUCWNC and Unitarian Universalism will be held on April 30 (1 pm), May 3 (6 pm) and May 7. It’s
strongly recommended, but not required, that you attend each session. Childcare is available with prior
coordination. Stop by the Welcome Desk, or email Sue Graffius (dre@uufwilmington.org) to sign up,
or for more information.
Contact me if you would like information on teaching in next year’s RE program!
Peace,
~Sue
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team
Our spring 2017 Welcome Classes will begin this Sunday, April 23 at 1pm to 2:30pm in Dobkin
Hall at the Fellowship. Other class dates and times are Wednesday, May 4 at 6pm to 7:30pm and
Sunday, May 7 at 1pm to 2:30pm.
Each class is different and focuses on a different aspect of UU life. The class material is as
follows,
Class I: Getting to know other attendees
Class II: Getting to know Unitarian Universalism
Class III: Getting to know Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Wilmington
Leading these classes will be members of the UUCW Board, other congregational leaders and our
minister, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. For more information or to sign up for the classes, please stop by the
Welcome Table after Sunday Services or contact Diane Miller at dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
ALL ARE IN INVITED TO ATTEND!
Please welcome our newest member of the MEMBERSHIP Committee, Charlene Cole. Charlene
is currently enjoying her position as Sunday morning Greeter and looks forward to helping people at the
Welcome Table in the fall!
As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. For friends or new members, this is a
great way to meet the congregation of UUFW. Stop by the Welcome Table and sign up to greet! The
personal reward of greeting cannot be measured!
Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a Membership team member
regarding interest in joining UUCW or the Membership team. Membership team members: Tim Gugan,
Carol Anne Davis, Karen VanWagner, Pamela Waite, Charlene Cole, Diane Miller, chairperson and Rev.
Cheryl M. Walker, minister.
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Legacy Giving
Every now and then, usually when a close family member or friend passes away, we re-visit our wills, life
insurance policies and our final instructions. I set up detailed instructions for my wife many years back,
because she didn't know, and didn't want to hear what she should do in the event of my demise. In her
view, to think of such things was inviting death in. In my view, such ignorance would only make settling
my estate and knowing my last wishes a more stressful thing than it needed to be. So I wrote the letter,
detailing every step she would have to take and where all the documents were located. I left it where I
knew she would find it at once – the desk drawer she was forbidden to look in while I was alive.
It has been years since I revised that letter or examined my will and my life insurance beneficiaries. My
wife and I have long since parted ways, but there she was in all my documents, still the center of the
universe. So I have updated the letter, the will and the life insurance. My now adult daughter is now the
one delegated to carry out the instructions.
I have also realized that I have a new “family” in UUCWNC, and have changed beneficiary designations
to recognize my current life and priorities. I recognize that while I am not immortal, UU and its
principles just may be. They are, for me, worth supporting even when my body can't any more. I also
realize that I'm late to this party, that many of you have done this already, and I'm glad to join your
company.
Now I wouldn't presume to tell UU's what they should do. I'm just describing what I have done.
Nonetheless, I can't help hoping that my example will plant seeds of ideas in thoughtful minds. For
those of you who are so inspired, here is some helpful copy from the UUA:
How to Remember Us in Your Will Creating a bequest is easy and as simple as adding a sentence or two
to your Will. Regardless of the amount, your bequest is a statement of faith, and if you demonstrate that
you care enough about Unitarian Universalism to support its future, others will follow your example.
Below is suggested language you can use to draft your bequest. UNRESTRICTED GIFT I give to the
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) (tax I.D. number 04-2103733), a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
corporation, located in Boston, Mass., [_____ percent of my estate or the sum of $________ ] for its
general purposes. RESTRICTED GIFT I give to the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) (tax I.D.
number 04-2103733), a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Boston, Mass.,[______ percent of
my estate or the sum of $________] to be used for [stated purpose]. If at any time in the judgment of
the UUA board of trustees it is deemed impossible or impracticable to carry out the above purpose, said
trustees shall determine a purpose as near as possible to that description above. You should consult your
professional advisor to be sure you have a properly drafted legal document.
You can adapt this to UUCWNC by substituting “Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington
(UUCWNC) (tax I.D. Number 56-1374110), a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Wilmington,
North Carolina” in the above.
One other word of advice: If you have a “bucket list”, get it out and start doing everything on it now,
while you're hale and hearty!
Marvin Fineman
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Caring Committee
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term support, care and
assistance to UUCW members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury, or crisis. Please let us
know when you need help with a difficult situation. Our support is there for the asking. We recognize
that many people are reluctant to reach out and ask for help. Any requests we receive can remain
anonymous as desired by the individual or family, or can be shared with the congregation as desired.
Thank you to all who helped by “caring” in some way this past month. Our loving thoughts go out to
those experiencing troubles or special challenges at this time.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a member of
the Caring Committee (We meet once a month at the most!) or just let us know that you are available to
make a meal, give a ride, or provide a visit when needed.
Tina Schenk, April chair
May chair will be Jane Linn
Other members are: Jeannie Lennon, Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Kami O'Keeffe, Liz Irwin,
and Kim Singleton

Welcome! Class
(formerly Path to Membership)
Are you new to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington?
Are you new to Unitarian Universalism?
Do you know everything you need to know about us and what we believe?
Do you know what opportunities are available for you here?
Do you know how you can help?
Would you like to find out more?
If you are on your path to membership, or if you are simply interested in learning
about Unitarian Universalism and the UU Congregation of Wilmington, these
classes are for you! We’d love to have you join us:
Sunday, April 30, 1 pm
Wednesday, May 3, 6 pm
Sunday, May 7, 1 pm
Each class covers different material, including who we are, what we believe and how everything fits
together. Childcare is provided with prior coordination.
You may sign up at the Welcome Table on Sunday mornings, or
contact Sue Graffius: dre@uufwilmington.org for information.
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NEED LOTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE!
Parents, I need your help! I need your kids to be in our
Variety Show. Every kid can do something! Can your child
tell a joke? Do a silly dance? Juggle? Explain/demonstrate
how to hit a ball in baseball? Demonstrate a Karate move or
a soccer move? Please encourage them to participate in this
multi-generational program.
The signup sheet is on a clip-board on the parking lot side of Dobkin Hall on the
bulletin board.

Adults, we need you too! There’s tons of stuff on the internet that would be
good to do in the show. Please plan on participating!
Please contact Jessica Holm.
The show is May 20th at 7pm.

Family Promise / Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network
There seems to be a lull in the number of families going through the WIHN program.
Hopefully this is a good sign. It doesn’t mean that there are no homeless families. It
means that the homeless families that do apply, are not qualified for this program.
What makes a family “not qualified?” One family, for instance, had a child with violent
tendencies. That family would not be a good candidate for this program.
Our next WIHN opportunity is Sunday June 18th, Monday June 19th and Sunday
June 25th.
If you are interested, please let Bob or Jessica Holm know. We will be setting up the
schedule around the first of June.
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FULL MOON gathering for May…....THE FULL FLOWER MOON also known by its
Native American name “the Flower Moon” is a time of abundance and fertility. During
this time of this abundance when plants are blooming and spring is in full swing,
folklore has it that flowers grow at night and even dance in honor of the moon.
According to the Farmer’s Almanac, “The May moon marked a time of increasing
fertility with temperatures warm enough for safely bearing young; a near end to late
frost; and plants in bloom.”
The Full Moon gathering for May will be held at Rhonda’s home on Tuesday evening May 9
at 7:30pm. Rhonda will also be our High Priestess for the evening. Rhonda will lead a
program for celebrating full moon of spring and Beltane.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend,
please RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address,
fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also be used for any questions or for
information about the Full Moon gatherings including directions to the gatherings.

May Open House
EAT, MEET, CONNECT! –Everybody Welcome!

When:

Sunday, May 21st 4:00-7:00 p.m.

Where: Home of Suzy Tenenbaum and Steve Lane, Leland NC
What to Bring: YOURSELF& A FRIEND. Plus a dish or beverage to share.
What to do:





Eat delicious food
Meet someone new
Connect with an old friend
Enjoy good conversation

Come as you are, be yourself and have a good time!
Watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or call the Office at 910-392-6454 for more details.

