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MINISTER’S CORNER
Most of you know that I was born and raised in New York City. My ideas about nature growing
up were:
1) Nature belonged in a big rectangle in the middle of the borough of Manhattan called
Central Park
2) Nature was best seen during the day, never at night
3) There were places like the Botanical Gardens and the Bronx Zoo where you paid to see it
4) It was on television shows, like Wild Kingdom, or on PBS
5) I was not a part of it.
I don’t have the same ideas of nature as I did back then, though I still think that nature is best
seen during the day, it’s scary at night. Now I understand that I am a part of nature. Our seventh
principle, affirming the interdependent web of existence of which we are all a part, helped me
realize that I am a part of nature and nature is a part of me. For me to thrive, nature must thrive.
This is true for all of us. It is why we must be ever vigilante to keep our tiny part of this tiny
planet tidy.
Tidiness doesn’t mean that we keep our yards clean and neatly mowed. It means that we do all
that we can to protect the fragile ecosystem in which we live. It means we take that responsibility
seriously. We ask ourselves every day in what way can I help keep my little corner of this earth
tidy. It also means that we appreciate nature. Not just casually coexist with it, but intentionally
appreciate the beauty of nature. One of the nice things about living in Wilmington is that nature
is all around us, all year long. And this time of year is especially beautiful with the azaleas in
bloom, the fruit trees beginning to bud and birds singing us into the day.
Of course nature isn’t always the pretty flowers and birds and other species with whom we share
the earth. It is also earthquakes and tornadoes and viruses. Nature isn’t always our friend, which
is why we have to sometimes protect ourselves from it. However, in how we protect ourselves
we can still make choices that help protect our environment.
Nature is sometimes our friend, and sometimes our foe. Whether friend or foe we are a part of it
and therefore we have responsibility for it. Just as we are a part of this congregation and have a
responsibility for it (though I like to think we are friends and not foes). Just as we need to keep
our little part of the earth tidy, so too, do we need to keep our part of the congregation tidy. We
do that at this time of the year by pledging as generously as we can. Let’s try to keep our little
corners very tidy this year.
Our theme for the month is nature. How do we define nature? What is our relationship with
nature? What is our responsibility to nature? Let’s explore these questions together.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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President’s Perspective
Spring has sprung and we might even be blessed with spring like temperatures for a while. This
season of rebirth and renewal brings with it a number of opportunities to “know and be known”
at the UUCWNC. Details about many of these opportunities can be found elsewhere in the
Beacon, but I would like to share some personal reflections.
Of course, spring brings with it our annual Stewardship Campaign and everyone is invited to the
kick-off dinner planned for April 15 (childcare is provided!). Watch for more details from
Margaret Armstrong, Stewardship Committee chair. It is time for each of us to reflect on the
importance of this faith community in our lives and consider the fact that individual financial
generosity is crucial to sustaining UUCWNC. We are looking to build on the success of last
year’s campaign to move closer to becoming a thriving Congregation, capable of fully supporting
our staff as well as enhancing our programs and facilities. For me, one of the most meaningful
aspects of UUCWNC continues to be the children’s Religious Education program, even though
my sons’ participation has waxed and waned over the years. The programs offered by Sue
Graffius and the volunteer RE teachers provide a moral compass and level of support which can
be difficult for youth to find elsewhere in the community. How does our Congregation nurture
you and your family? How generous can you be in supporting our Congregation?
For newcomers or anyone who wants to learn more about the UUCWNC and Unitarian
Universalism, I encourage you to attend this spring’s “Welcome! Class” organized by Rev. Cheryl
and Diane Miller (April 30, May 3 and 7). I attended similar sessions almost 10 years ago when I
was relatively new to Wilmington and very new to Unitarian Universalism. Through this class, I
began to recognize how strongly UU values and principles resonate with me and that I would
find a welcoming and supportive faith home here. I also quickly found that the UU would afford
me avenues to act on my passion for social justice work and facilitate connections to the broader
community. This class was essentially the first step for me on an unexpected journey to
becoming quite involved in congregational life and eventually even serving as Board President.
Where might your journey lead you?
For members who have been active at UUCWNC for a while and are feeling called to a
leadership capacity, consider an opportunity to serve as a member of the Board of Trustees or
on the Nominating Committee. This can be challenging and time consuming work, sometimes
with a steep learning curve. However, for me, it also has been extremely rewarding to work on
behalf of our Congregation with other very dedicated members, Rev. Cheryl, and our staff. So, if
you’re interested in the work which governs our Congregation, contact Jessica Holm, chair of
this year’s Nominating Committee, for more information and an application for nomination.
Finally, the UUCWNC Motto Contest will start in April! What are your ideas for a short motto
or slogan that captures the warmth, fun, and spiritual essence of our Congregation? Full details
will be coming soon - watch UUNews for the announcement.
I hope that everyone - whether you’re new to UUCWNC or have been a member for many years
- continues to feel welcomed and to find opportunities here to nourish your spirit, connect in
meaningful ways, and make new friends.
Peace,
Eden Avery
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Religious Education Reflections
We would like to thank all who joined us in our classrooms for our first annual RE Open House!
Our students were happy to show their work and tell the adults what they have been learning.
April 16 is Easter, which means our Annual Easter Egg Hunt! The OWL class and the High
School class will be the Easter Bunnies, and will set out the eggs for the younger kids. Preschool
through 3rd grade will have their classes as usual, then (weather permitting) parents will retrieve
them from class and escort them to the area behind Dobkin Hall. 4th through 6th graders will
be released to wait for their parents to join them in the area behind Dobkin Hall. The hunt will
begin once all students are assembled. In the event of rain, our Easter Bunnies will deliver the
eggs to the classrooms towards the end of class. We hope you will join us!
We are excited to announce our theme for our Second Annual RE Art Show! This year’s theme
is LOVE IS LOVE IS LOVE! Because of space, we'll only be able to take framed artwork that
can hang on the wall, so submissions must be 2-D (drawing, coloring, painting, collage, poetry,
word art, etc). Artwork must be submitted to Liz Irwin or Sue Graffius by April 26th. Opening
day will be April 30. Please contact me for an entry form: dre@uufwilmington.org.
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group continues to serve many LGBTQIA youth in our area
each week. We have 8-12 regular attendees. If you know of an LGBTQIA youth who might like
to attend, please contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org for information.
Our Adult Programs: Wilmington Progressive Book Club, meets on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6pm in Dobkin Hall (Mar 8 & 22). March’s focus will be on the film and viewing guide to I
Am Not Your Negro by James Baldwin. The Human Universe, facilitated by Jimmy Reeves,
meets on April 4 & 18 at 7pm in the Sanctuary. And, our Welcome! Classes for those who are
interested in learning more about UUCWNC and Unitarian Universalism will be held on April
30 (1 pm), May 3 (6 pm) and May 7. It’s strongly recommended, but not required, that you
attend each session. Childcare is available with prior coordination. Stop by the Welcome Desk,
or email Sue Graffius (dre@uufwilmington.org) to sign up, or for more information.
Soon, we will be looking for RE teachers for next year’s classes…think about how you would
like to volunteer!
Peace,
~Sue
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Updates from the UUCWNC Social Action Ministry
Listening in Color. This March, the UUCWNC hosted a three part conversation focusing on
the topic of white privilege and racism. Using videos, readings and small group discussion, we
explored the meaning of white privilege and what it means in terms of our commitment to social
justice. Our hope is that this three part series is just a beginning of an on-going conversation
that will allows us greater understanding and recognition of the role white privilege plays in this
journey towards racial justice and reconciliation. For those of you interested in this topic, but
unable to attend, you may wish to view the videos below. Stay tuned for more upcoming events
and meaningful conversations! Thank you to Robin & Carl Middleton, Andrea & John Belletti,
and Becki & Paul Schreiber for planning and facilitating these sessions.
Robin D'Angelo (from start to 7:12). https://vimeo.com/147760743
Tim Wise. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjcLM7vecNo
Time Wise. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V13nqzefyoE&authuser=0
Disturbing Racist moments in cartoons. https://youtu.be/cftUIdSr_T8
Black Parents Have “The Talk.” https://youtu.be/coryt8IZ-DE
Clint Smith. https://www.ted.com/talks/clint_smith_the_danger_of_silence
Joy DeGruy. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf9QBnPK6Yg
Wilmington Progressive Coalition. This growing group of community activists and
progressive organizations continues to meet in Dobkin Hall for their monthly potluck
meetings. Join them - Friday, April 14, 7-9 pm (second Fridays). Contact Delthea
Simmons.
Democracy NC. UU members are staying active with this non-partisan voting rights advocacy
group. Current efforts include petitioning to end gerrymandering and being trained as “watch
dogs” for local Board of Elections proceedings. Watch for more details! Contact Eden Avery.
YWCA’s Stand Against Racism. Mark your calendars! We have been invited to participate in
this annual effort with events scheduled during the week of April 26-29, with this year’s theme
of “Women of Color Leading Change.” Watch for more details coming soon from Barbara
Wolk.
Support for Annie H. Snipes Academy of Arts and Design. We have started a partnership
effort in support of the students and teachers at the public elementary school, Snipes
Academy. Various opportunities to volunteer are available; contact Joyce Elliott.
UU Vegan Group. The UU Vegan Group of Wilmington will be providing yummy plantbased snacks after both services on Easter Sunday, April 16. If you would like to
contribute to the vegan snacks please contact Martha Brophy or Caitlin Marks. Learn
more about veganism on the UU Vegan Group of Wilmington Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/360169301035643/).
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team
There is a correction to the dates of the spring 2017 Welcome Classes. Our spring 2017
Welcome Classes will begin Sunday, April 30 at 1pm to 2:30pm in Dobkin Hall at the
Fellowship. Other class dates and times are Wednesday, May 3 at 6pm to 7:30pm and Sunday,
May 7 at 1pm to 2:30pm. Sorry for any inconvenience that this may have caused you.

Each class is different and focuses on a different aspects of UU life as follows,
Class I: Getting to know other Welcome class attendees
Class II: Getting to know about Unitarian Universalism
Class III: Getting to know Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington

Leading these classes will be members of the UUCW Board, other congregational leaders
and our minister, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. For more information or to sign up for the classes,
please stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday Services or contact Diane Miller at
dianewhitt@bellsouth.net

As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. For friends or new
members, this is a great way to meet the congregation of UUCW.
Maybe you are in a group at UUCW? The group could divide up a month for volunteering to
greet on Sunday mornings? Sign up at Welcome Table! The personal reward of greeting cannot
be measured!
Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a Membership team
member regarding interest in joining UUCW. Also, there is a need for Membership team
members. Ask the Welcome Table about this opportunity.
Membership team members are: Tim Gugan, Carol Ann Davis, Karen VanWagner, Pamela
Waite, Diane Miller, chairperson and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
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FULL MOON gathering for April…....…. The Pink Moon of April will be visible sporting a pale
pink color! The Pink Moon is sometimes referred to by names associated with other
signs of full spring. In other cultures, this full moon is sometimes called the
Sprouting Grass Moon, the Egg Moon, and among coastal tribes the Fish Moon,
because this was the time that the shad swam upstream to spawn.
The Full Moon gathering for March will be held at Jane L’s home on Tuesday evening April
11 at 7:30pm. Jessica H will be our High Priestess for the evening. Jessica will lead an
appropriate program for celebrating spring.
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend,
please RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address,
fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This website can also be used for any questions or for
information about the Full Moon gatherings including directions to the gatherings.
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ROY ZIMMERMAN: REZIST
ReZist is ninety minutes of Roy Zimmerman’s original songs,
a funny and forceful affirmation of Peace and Social Justice.
“Sometimes I think satire is the most hopeful and heartfelt
form of expression,” says Roy, “because in calling out the
world's absurdities and laughing in their face, I'm affirming
the real possibility for change.”
Roy’s songs have been heard on HBO and Showtime. He's
shared stages with Bill Maher, Robin Williams, Ellen
DeGeneres, John Oliver, Kate Clinton and George Carlin.
He's been profiled on NPR's "All Things Considered," and
he's a featured blogger for the Huffington Post.
YouTube links: “Religious Freedom (To Burn Our Own Witches)” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH7-GKiQXNE
"To Be a Liberal" - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3qgiNPVpSM
"My Vote, My Voice, My Right” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-X-uBIqeVM
************************************************************************************************

Mark your calendars for the return of Brother Sun!
The award winning folk trio Brother Sun returns to the UU Congregation of Wilmington on Saturday April
22nd, with a concert at 7:30pm. These tremendously talented musicians joined forces in 2009 and have
produced three well-received CD’s in that short time. Their last 2 CD’s “Some Part of the Truth” and
“Weights and Wings” each garnered the title of #1 on the Folk American DJ Charts as Album of the Year for
2013 and 2016, respectively. Greg Greenway, Joe Jencks and Pat Wictor blend their individual styles
together to seamlessly create the unique experience of Brother Sun. Their combined musical skills make for
an unforgettable experience - three rich voices blending on a well-crafted foundation of guitar, slide guitar,
piano, ukulele, and bouzouki. Their performances are marked by outstanding original songs, ethereal
harmonies, off-the-cuff humor, and standing ovations.
Appearances at festivals like Falcon Ridge, Kerrville, Old Songs, Vancouver Island, and a summer 2016
appearance at Mariposa attest that Brother Sun is regarded as a must-see live act. Brother Sun’s music and
message appeal to mainstream listeners and dedicated folkies alike, to people of widely divergent spiritual
and political leanings, and fans of both contemporary and traditional music. They offer the hope of people
uniting to create beauty in uncertain and unsettled times.

Tickets are $15. With all the great buzz surrounding their last performance with us, I anticipate a
full house. Please make your reservations by emailing tickets@uufwilmington.org so tickets can
be set aside in your name. Any remaining tickets the night of the concert will be available at the
door.
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UUCWNC Youth

Art Show!

Opening Sunday, April 30th, 12:30 pm.

Subject: LOVE IS LOVE IS LOVE!

Call for

Artists!

Any child or youth in our Religious Education Program is invited to submit a 2-D work
of art, including (but not limited to) photography, collage, painting, drawing, and poetry.
Works must be framed properly, wired and ready to hang, and should not be more
than 12” by 18” (15” x 21” framed).
One entry per person, and all works must be submitted by April 26th.
Contact Liz Irwin: lizzieboo69@gmail.com or Sue Graffius: dre@uufwilmington.org for
more information, or to pick up an entry form.

Welcome! Class
(formerly Path to Membership)
Are you new to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Wilmington?
Are you new to Unitarian Universalism?
Do you know everything you need to know about us and what we believe?
Do you know what opportunities are available for you here?
Do you know how you can help?
Would you like to find out more?
If you are on your path to membership, or if you are simply interested in learning
about Unitarian Universalism and the UU Congregation of Wilmington, these
classes are for you! We’d love to have you join us:
Sunday, April 30, 1 pm
Wednesday, May 3, 6 pm
Sunday, May 7, 1 pm
Each class covers different material, including who we are, what we believe and how everything fits
together. Childcare is provided with prior coordination.
You may sign up at the Welcome Table on Sunday mornings, or
contact Sue Graffius: dre@uufwilmington.org for information.
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APRIL IS BOOK AND PLANT SALE MONTH!!!

Our annual UUCW Book and Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, April 29th, from
9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. This is a fun and profitable fundraiser -- and it offers you the
opportunity to donate books (as well as CDs/DVDs/Puzzles & Games) and plants (outdoor
and indoor), and then come shopping on the 29th to restock your shelves and gardens!
The time frame for dropping off books has changed a bit. Please drop off your book
donations Thursday (27th) from 9am-2pm in the closet area of the foyer, Friday (28th) 9am2pm along the perimeter of Dobkin Hall, or to a volunteer in Dobkin between 4pm and 7pm
on Friday. Julie, our office administrator, will be at UUCW to let you in the building during
those 9am-2pm hours.
Help is needed with book set-up Friday evening, after 4:00p.m. If you need donations picked
up before that date, or if you have any questions about the book sale, please call Diane Halley
at 910-452-0728. (No encyclopedias or textbooks please!)
Donated plants should be marked with the name of the plant and its growing needs (e.g. wax
begonia, Partly-Sunny to Sunny location and fertile, well-drained soil). If it's a challenge to
mark each plant individually, please put the info on a postcard-type note in the group of
plants you're bringing. Almost all types of plants are welcome, be they houseplants that have
outgrown your home or seedlings ready for transplant to a vegetable or herb garden.
You may drop off plant donations outside any time on Friday April 28th. If you have plant
donations which require a minimum asking price, please note the minimum price with the
plants and leave the plants with a volunteer between 4pm and 7:00pm Friday evening. If you
have any questions about the plant sale, please call or text Elizabeth Terry at (910) 274-6408.
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Calling all magicians, comics, musicians, actors,
dancers, entertainers of any kind and of any age!
Enter the First UUCofW Variety Show!
What can YOU do?
We are looking for many short “acts” that will be
included in our show. Please contact Jessica Holm.
The show is May 20th at 7pm.

=====================================================
WIHN is Successful Again!
Thank you to all who made our families feel “at home.” This time, we only had a
young mother and her 3 yr old daughter to care for. But we still needed to provide
food and hospitality, which we did in style!
Fred Campau, Blair Brown, James Middleton, Betsy Wood, Ron Cochran, Doris Chew,
Mary Ann and Tom Stibbe, Ed and Martha Brophy, John Grigsby and Sylvia Quinn, and
of course, Marvin Fineman, who can entertain any kid of any age.
Our next WIHN opportunity is Sunday June 18th, Monday June 19th and Sunday
June 25th.
=====================================================
Need New Board Members and Nominating Committee Members
If you are interested in exploring the opportunity of being a Board Member or
Nominating Committee Member, please contact one of the following people for an
application. Jessica Holm, Karen VanWagner, Dot Hodder, Delthea Simmons, Mike
Hunter.

