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MINISTER’S MUSINGS
March is that in-between month, between winter and spring. There’s still the possibility of cold
days, but there are more warm days than cold ones. Spring will arrive before the month is done;
the vernal equinox will occur this year on March 20th at 6:48am Eastern time. Daylight savings
time will happen on March 12; sorry folks we’ll lose an hour of sleep as the clocks get set an
hour forward. March is a month of transitions.
In transitions we move from one state to another. Perhaps we move from a state of brokenness
into one of wholeness or vice versa. We can transition to a state of restoration or a state of
deconstruction. Either way we are moving from one way of being to another. We may not
always get to choose which transition we are entering; we are really not in control of everything,
no matter how much we say deeds not creeds.
What we are in control of is how we manage these transitions. Do we throw up our hands and
sit while we wait for something to happen? Do we proactively look for ways to restore ourselves
to wholeness? How do we understand wholeness and restoration? These are questions we often
face, as life is full of uncertainties.
When we think of restoration and wholeness, sometimes, we believe that wholeness comes from
restoration. Something was broken and to be whole again is to restore it to its previous form. We
break a bone, and expect that it will be restored after a time of immobilization. But not all things
can be restored, in which case wholeness means a very different thing. If one loses one’s sight, it
may not be able to be restored, but that doesn’t mean a person can’t find wholeness again. It
means that wholeness of the body and spirit and mind will be different. Wholeness will come
from eventual acceptance of one’s new circumstances.
Accepting our new circumstances without the promise of restoration is not an easy thing. Our
lives will have been permanently changed in a way we did not expect, nor did we want. It often
takes a long time before we come to a point of acceptance, but once we do and we find a new
way of coping, then our mind and our spirit are whole again, and even the body. It is just whole
in a different manner.
This month our theme is restoration. How do we restore our bodies, minds and spirits to a point
of wholeness? What happens when we cannot be restored to the way things were? We’ll explore
these topics and more during the month of March, the in-between month, symbolic of the
process of restoration, the time in between brokenness and wholeness. Let’s explore together.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Cheryl
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President's Perspective
It seems that every President of the Board of Trustees eventually writes something about
stewardship. I’m sure that I’m not alone in admitting that this not a very easy topic for me to
write. However, recently I have been inspired after reading blog posts entitled "Political
Upheaval as a Call to Stewardship" and "Pledging and Economic Justice" (by Mark Ewert on
Stewardship For Us). I was surprised to find words such as "political" and "justice" in this context
but the perspective shared resonated strongly with me and my feelings about how valuable our
Congregation is.
In "Political Upheaval as a Call to Stewardship", the writer contends that in times such as these
which are unsettling and troubling, people might feel compelled to favor “cause” organizations
with their financial support or even reduce their charitable giving altogether because of a feeling
of financial uncertainty. However, it is precisely in these uncertain times that it becomes crucial
for us to invest in our Congregation’s mission to sustain and support each other and others in
our community.
UUCWNC offers a welcoming community and sense of solidarity for members as well as for
those who have sought us out more recently. Together, we seek hope and spiritual renewal on
Sunday mornings and are increasingly being challenged to recommit to our shared values. Our
programs provide a safe and nurturing space for learning and growth for both children and
adults. Our facilities host opportunities to organize and become active for social justice, expand
our partnerships, and strengthen our support for our broader community. We find comfort and
enjoyment in fellowshipping together and caring for each other. This – achieving our Mission - is
what we support with our stewardship and financial commitments.
And, we should give generously to help ensure that our Congregation is able to thrive. However,
along with this, Ewert’s “Pledging and Economic Justice” reminded me of the importance of
respecting the differing abilities of members to contribute financially. It’s not the specific amount
which is given but the commitment to give as much as is individually feasible. We all can
contribute our “fair share”. We all can be generous by giving within our own capacity. We all
should feel that our contributions are valued and are a vital part of supporting our Congregation.
Indeed, we all should feel that we are valued and are a vital part of our Congregation.
What UUCWNC provides for us and our broader community is difficult to find elsewhere and is
even more valuable in these trying times. As we approach the season for our annual Stewardship
Campaign, I invite everyone to consider what our Congregation means to you and your family.
How can you share in the spirit of generosity to sustain our collective faith home?
Peace,
Eden Avery
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Religious Education Reflections
We hope all who received Valentine’s Day cards from our youth enjoyed them as much as we
enjoyed making them! We sent out over 75 cards to members and friends who have been ill, had
major events in their lives, or who could use a boost…as well as Board members and RE
teachers.
We have a lot going on in RE in the next few months! In addition to the below activities, you
will see our youth being greeters on some Sundays.
March 19, between the two services, we will hold an RE Classroom Open House!
Congregants are invited to grab a cup of coffee and refreshment in Dobkin Hall, then visit our
classrooms in both the main building and in the Annex (except for OWL). Our students and
teachers will be in their classrooms ready to greet you and tell/show you what they’ve been
doing so far this year. We’re looking forward to sharing what we’ve learned!
April 16 is Easter, which means our Annual Easter Egg Hunt! The OWL class and the High
School class will be the Easter Bunnies, and will set out the eggs for the younger kids. Preschool
through 3rd grade will have their classes as usual, then (weather permitting) parents will retrieve
them from class and escort them to the area behind Dobkin Hall. 4th through 6th graders will
be released to wait for their parents to join them in the area behind Dobkin Hall. The hunt will
begin once all students are assembled. In the event of rain, our Easter Bunnies will deliver the
eggs to the classrooms towards the end of class. We hope you will join us!
April 30 is the opening day for our annual RE Art Show! Because of space, we'll only be able to
take framed artwork that can hang on the wall. More info on theme and requirements will be
coming in classroom fliers, next month’s Beacon and Orders of Service as we get closer.
Our Adult Programs: Wilmington Progressive Book Club, meets on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6pm in Dobkin Hall (Mar 8 & 22). March’s book is Runaway Inequality by Les Leopold.
The Human Universe facilitated by Jimmy Reeves, meets on alternating Tuesdays (Mar 7 & 21,
April 4 & 18) at 7pm in the Sanctuary. On March 11th we have Introduction to the
Enneagram from 1-4 pm in Dobkin Hall. $35 for the workshop-contact Mary Clark to register.
On March 9, 16 & 23, Social Action is presenting Listening in Color at 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary. On Mondays in April, the Holms will facilitate Harvest the Power. Watch for more
information on UUNews and in your Orders of Service.
The Wilmington Pride Youth Group continues to serve many LGBTQIA youth in our area
every Thursday at 7:30 pm. We have 8-12 regular attendees. If you know of an LGBTQIA youth
who might like to attend, please contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org for information.
Soon, we will be looking for RE teachers for next year’s classes…think about how you would
like to volunteer!
Peace,
~Sue
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Updates from the UUCWNC Social Action Ministry
Democracy NC
This non-partisan advocacy group will resume their coalition meetings at the UUCWNC on the
first Mondays of the month, beginning on March 6 at 6pm in the Sanctuary. Join with others in
the community to learn about effective strategies for advocating for access to the polls and
enhanced voter engagement. Contact Eden Avery for more information.
Listening in Color: Discussions on Racism and White Privilege
Participate in a three part program and discussion held in the UUCWNC Sanctuary on March 9,
16, and 23 (Thursdays), from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. There will be materials and video presentations
followed by about an hour of discussion groups. Moderators are Robin & Carl Middleton,
Andrea & John Belletti, and Becki & Paul Schreiber. Signup sheets are in Dobkin Hall.
Wilmington Progressive Coalition
Join this growing group of community activists and progressive organizations for their monthly
potluck meeting, Friday, March 10, 7-9 pm in Dobkin Hall (second Fridays). Contact Delthea
Simmons for more information.
Black Man Running (BMR)/Free Movement
There is an official UU team for this second annual 5K Run/Walk scheduled for March 11th at
Hugh MacRae Park! Register to participate here: https://its-go-time.com/black-manrunning/#REGISTRATION, choose the team name "UU Congregation of Wilmington." Team
registration is only $15. Watch for more details about other events associated with Free
Movement and BMR. Contact Blair Brown for more information or help with registration.
UUCWNC’s new Vegan Group!
Veganism: Are you a steward of the environment? An animal lover? Or maybe you are looking
to lead a healthier lifestyle? Whatever your reason for considering going plant-based we are here
to help! We have created a Vegan Education/Support Group on Facebook just for our UU
family: UU Vegan Group of Wilmington. If you are interested in learning more about what it
means to be vegan, please join our group! Together we can change the world, starting with peace
on our plates. For more information contact: Martha Brophy, Caitlyn Marks, or Jared Marks.
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Caring Committee News
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term support, care and
assistance to UUCW members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. Please let
us know when you need help with a difficult situation. These needs are communicated to the
congregation when appropriate.
There were two memorial services in February. On 2/11 there was a service for Thelma W. and
on 2/18 a memorial service was held for Jay J. Both services were well attended. Thank you for
all the help you gave to these services.
We would like to remind the UUCW family that the support of our committee is there for the
asking. We recognize that many people are reluctant to reach out and ask for help. Any requests
we receive can remain anonymous as desired by the individual; our respect for confidentiality is
absolute.
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a
member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are available to make a meal or
provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises. To join or offer your services, please contact any
of our members.
The March 2017 chair of the caring committee is Jeannie Lennon.
The April 2017 chair of the caring committee is Tina Schenk.
The other members are Carol Anne Davis, Diane Halley, Liz Irwin, Kami OKeeffe, Jane Linn
and Kim Singleton. If you are interested in joining our activities, please contact a member.
If you would like to join the quilters, please contact Liz Irwin.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Anne Davis
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team…………
Our spring 2017 Welcome Classes will begin Sunday, April 23 at 1pm to 2:30pm in
Dobkin Hall at the Fellowship. Other class dates and times are Wednesday, May 3 at 6pm to
7:30pm and Sunday, May 7 at 1pm to 2:30pm.
Each class is different and focuses on a different aspect of UU life. The class material
covers,
Class I: Getting to know other attendees
Class II: Getting to know Unitarian Universalism
Class III: Getting to know Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Wilmington
Leading these classes will be members of the UUCW Board, other congregational leaders
and our minister, Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. For more information or to sign up for the classes,
please stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday Services or contact Diane Miller at
dianewhitt@bellsouth.net

ALL ARE IN INVITED TO ATTEND!
As always, “greeters are always needed for Sunday services”. For friends or new
members, this is a great way to meet the congregation of UUCW. Stop by the Welcome Table
and sign up to greet! The personal reward of greeting cannot be measured!
Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a Membership team
member regarding interest in joining UUCW or the Membership team. Membership team
members are: Tim Gugan, Carol Ann Davis, Karen VanWagner, Pamela Waite, Diane Miller,
chairperson and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker.
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FULL MOON gathering for March…....…The Snow Moon will reign again during March.
This moon is sometimes also called the Full Worm Moon because it is usually around this time
when the ground begins to thaw and the worms come out to play.
The Full Moon gathering for March will be held at Therese L’s home on Tuesday evening March
14 at 7:30pm.

Kathryn W will be our High Priestess for the evening. Kathryn will lead an

appropriate program for the celebration of the Vernal Equinox. Vernal means fresh or new like
the spring!
All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings. However, if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org. This
website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings
including directions to the gatherings.

3rd Sunday Open House
Sunday, March 19, 4-7 p.m.
Home of Jeannie Lennon
This drop-in social is a great way to meet interesting new people, connect with old friends, enjoy
stimulating conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! It’s a potluck, so
bring something to share. Mark your calendar and watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or call the
Office at 910-392-6454 for details.

Need 3 Committed Members!
The Nominating Committee invites YOU, a dedicated UUCW member, to consider a Board of
Trustees position. Three positions are opening up. This is a 3-year position that tough,
rewarding, and VERY educational. If you love your spiritual home and would like to be considered, please
contact Jessica Holm.
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Adult RE
Adult RE is offering Harvest the Power classes in April. This is a 4 week course. Each class is
unique and interesting. This course is for anyone who wants to explore their faith in more depth. It’s
about self-discovery as a UU. This is an excellent opportunity to further your growth as a UU,
whether you are new to the religion or have been a UU for a long time.
Please contact Jessica Holm
========================================================
Mark the date! Saturday, May 20th for the First Annual UU Congregation of Wilmington
VARIETY SHOW!
This event is for all ages. Don’t know what to do? There is time to figure that out! We have time,
but don’t wait too long. I’m looking for around 15 “acts”. Just let me know if you plan to
participate. This is NOT a fundraiser. This is purely for family fun!
Please contact Jessica Holm
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Listening in Color
A three part discussion addressing racism and white privilege.


Session 1: Setting the Table
 Session 2: Living in the Bubble
 Session 3: Waking Up/Speaking Up

When – March 9, 16, and 23
6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Where – UUCWNC Sanctuary
Who – Moderators: Robin & Carl Middleton, Andrea & John Belletti,
Becki & Paul Schreiber
Required – Your attendance
Refreshments will be served
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It’s time to start thinking about the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly (GA) !
June 21-25, New Orleans, LA General Assembly GA is the annual meeting of our Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, elect our new
UUA President, and make policy for the Association through democratic process. Follow this
link to learn more about this year’s GA: https://www.uua.org/ga
Our Rev. Cheryl will be preaching the sermon at the important
Service of the Living Tradition.

OUR SOUTHERN REGION’S SPRING MEETING
APRIL 8-9, Charleston, SC
Workshops, worship and an opportunity to meet the candidates for UUA President!

For more information about these UUA events and programs, please contact Elizabeth Ann
Terry at 910-274-6408 or niaworkone@gmail.com

Your UUA is available online at www.uua.org

