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 MINISTER’S CORNER  

We are here for each other and we are here for the world. That’s why we exist as a congregation, 

in a nutshell. We are here to support each other in good times and bad, and we are here to help 

build a better world. There are numerous ways in which we do these two things, and more that 

we can think of to do. One of the ways we do these two things is through our generosity of spirit 

and resources.  

Each week we take a collection during the worship service. We say things about it like  it helps 

support the congregation, it is a symbol of our commitment to the congregation, and it allows us 

to further the mission of the congregation. These only speak of the first part of our reason for 

being here, to be here for each other.  

For a long time I have been asking myself - how does our offertory help beyond our walls? In an 

abstract way it does because it allows us to do the many ministries of this congregation and it 

affords us the ability to have community organizations use our facilities. And while they do pay 

us a nominal fee, it does not cover the true costs, nor should it; we are not a business looking for 

profits.  

What if we were to move from the abstract to the concrete? What if instead of collecting money 

each week for one half of our existence equation and we collected money for the whole 

equation, us and the world? Beginning sometime this month, February, we will be doing just 

that. After consultation with the Board of Trustees, and with their approval, our congregation 

will Share the Plate. 

For the next six months we will experiment with this idea of Sharing the Plate. Every week we 

will give half of our collection away to an organization that is in keeping with our Unitarian 

Universalist principles. Every week!  

A Generosity Team composed of the head of Social Action, Eden Avery, myself and two 

members of the congregation, Joyce Elliott and Sally Freeman, will accept nominations, from 

YOU, for deserving organizations. There will be an application process and the Generosity 

Team will determine which organizations we will support.  

Sharing the Plate will increase our visibility in the wider community as well as aiding us in 

fulfilling our mission. I think it is a win-win. We win because we have a new sense of our 

commitment to the wider world; and organizations, that do good in our community, win through 

our support.  

I hope you get excited about this experiment. Keep your eye out for more detailed information 

in the coming weeks.  

Peace and many kind blessings, 

Rev. Cheryl 
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President's Perspective 

As we move forward into 2017, I find myself surprised by the amount of hope and solidarity I 

am feeling, both personally and within the Congregation. There are many reasons nationally and 

locally for us to allow ourselves to become paralyzed with fear and frustration. However, instead, 

I sense a renewed energy and resolve to create our beloved community, both within our walls 

and beyond.  

The Congregation has been stepping up to answer the call of “Now What?” I am very impressed 

with the number of new faces and energized conversations at our recent Social Action Ministry 

planning sessions. More members have been taking the initiative to bring forward and lead new 

efforts for community engagement and social justice work (of course, watch for details about 

how you can become involved). In addition, the Board is pleased to have approved Rev. Cheryl’s 

proposal to pilot a “Split the Plate” offering where the Congregation will donate half of the plate 

collection each Sunday to designated non-profit organizations. We will be coupling our money 

with our service in the community. 

It was so inspiring to be in attendance with over 20 UUCWNC members as we accepted the 

NHC NAACP Church of the Year Award in January – what an honor! This is a direct reflection 

of the dedication and hard work of so many of our members in actively supporting the civil 

rights of all people. Many of us have taken to the streets locally and nationally to take a stand for 

our UU values of justice, compassion, and equity - and we’ll gather again soon for the Moral 

March on Raleigh. And, an increasing number of diverse community groups are seeking out the 

UUCWNC as a welcoming space to hold gatherings and events. We are truly becoming known 

in the community for “standing on the side of love” - and then taking action too! 

Within our Congregation, we continue to see new faces on Sunday mornings, our open house 

gatherings are often filled to capacity, and a team is currently working hard at planning an 

auction not only to raise money but also to raise our spirits. Our Nominating Committee is 

beginning their work and is committed to making the identification of candidates for the Board a 

transparent, inclusive process. And the Stewardship team soon will begin their efforts to help us 

explore how best we can contribute to our Congregation. A hearty thank you to all who are 

dedicating their time and energy to enhancing our sense of community with each other and 

support for our Congregation.  

Our spirit of generosity is growing and we will continue to grow stronger from it! We are striving 

forward together towards achieving our Mission. 

Peace, 

Eden Avery 
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Religious Education Reflections 

The RE Committee will be meeting on February 2 at 7 pm in Classroom 1. We will be looking at 

short term and long term goals. If you are interested in next year’s programming, and in how RE 

(both youth and adult programming) continues to serve the congregation, join us! 

We will be looking for teachers for next year, and it’s never too early to start thinking about it! 

Teachers serve on a 3- or 4-person team…two teachers are in the classroom each Sunday, and 

teachers rotate through leading, assisting, and being off. The number of Sunday morning 

obligations varies with the number of teachers on your team… but it averages 2 to 3 Sundays 

each month. Background checks are required for all who volunteer/work with our children and 

youth. Contact me with questions: dre@uufwilmington.org. 

The Wilmington Pride Youth Group meets here every Thursday at 7:30 pm. It’s for Middle 

and High School-aged youth…both for those who identify as LGBTQIA and straight youth 

allies. Please encourage your students in this age group to come and join us! The youth group is a 

partnership between UUCWNC and Wilmington Pride. 

Our Adult Programs continue to expand. This I Believe was attended by 15 participants, and 

the class is finishing up in mid-February. The Wilmington Progressive Book Club continues 

to meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 6 pm in Dobkin Hall. Our February 

book will be The Populist Explosion by John Judis.  

In addition to the above, on February 21, Jimmy Reeves will host/facilitate The Human 

Universe, a 5-part BBC program, on alternating Tuesdays, at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. From the 

BBC website: This is the story of humanity, told through the greatest questions we've ever asked. Where are we 

in the Universe? What is the destiny of us and our planet? How did the human brain arise and why did we 

develop consciousness? Will our search for alien life be successful, or are we alone? The answers revealed in this 

landmark series offer an original new perspective on human life, combining dramatic specialist photography with 

innovative CGI all set in spectacular locations across the world as we explore the ultimate wonder of the universe – 

us. Be sure to join us on alternate Tuesdays, starting February 21, when we’ll watch an episode 

and have a lively discussion afterward! 

You can find more information about all these activities elsewhere in this Beacon, in your Orders 

of Service and on UUNews. 

Peace, 

~Sue 

  



February  2017 THE BEACON 5 | P a g e  

 

News from the Social Action Ministry 

We have had productive brainstorming sessions over the past two months and now are ready to 

plan for action! Members have brought forward new opportunities for UUCWNC to serve our 

community and expand our social justice efforts. Join us on February 5 from 12:30-1:30 pm in 

the Sanctuary to learn more and become involved in planning these initiatives from the 

beginning. What more will our Congregation do? (Contact the designated leaders with your 

interest). 

 

"Adopt a School" (Snipes Elementary) - Joyce Elliott  

Veganism - Martha Brophy   

Mental health advocacy & awareness issues - Debra Kindervatter   

Racial justice issues - Carl & Robin Middleton  

Advocacy - Sally Freeman  

Black Man Running/Free Movement - Blair Brown  

Supporting Smart Start/early childhood development - Doris Chew  

Affordable housing issues – Dot Hodder & Micheline Vogt  

 

Join us for this year’s 11th annual HKonJ “People’s Assembly & Moral March on 

Raleigh”, Saturday, February 11. Gathering at 8:30 a.m. at the corner of Wilmington and 

South Streets near Shaw University; Pre-rally begins at 9:00 a.m.; March begins at 10:00 

a.m. There is always a sea of yellow UU "love shirts" at these events! (Contact Eden Avery, 

edenavery99@gmail.com, about availability of seats on the NAACP sponsored bus from 

Wilmington to Raleigh.)  

 

In addition, we are very excited to announce that the UUCWNC is joining as an HKONJ 

Coalition Partner in sponsoring this and similar events. We are partnering with a long list of faith 

centers, civic groups and social justice organizations including the UU Fellowship of Raleigh, the 

UUA, Cape Fear River Watch, Equality NC, and Democracy NC. Find out more at 

HKONJ.com and watch for more opportunities related to this. 

 

Eden Avery & Delthea Simmons 

mailto:edenavery99@gmail.com
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Family Promise 

Family Promise provides shelter and meals for temporarily homeless families.  

We want to thank everyone who has helped with Family Promise (WIHN) in any 

capacity!   

Our next opportunity to help is March 12-13 and March 19th. 

We need help with meals, room set-up, hosting the families onsite (Pearsall Memorial on Market 

Street), and other things. 

If you are interested, please contact Bob Holm. 

 

 

Looking for 3 new Board Members 

The Nominating Committee is looking for 3 Good People from the Congregation to replace 3 

Board Members who will be retiring from the Board.  If you are interested in finding out more 

about these coveted positions, please contact Jessica Holm 

 

 

Wilmington Progressive Book Club 

February 8th and 22nd, 6 pm 

UUFW Sanctuary 

February’s book is: 

The Populist Explosion 

by John Judis 

Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month. 

Contact Sue Graffius: dre@uufwilmington.org for more information, 

or to sign up for emails. 
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 Mark the date!  Saturday, May 20th for the First Annual UU Congregation of Wilmington 

VARIETY SHOW! 
 This event is for all ages.  Several people have shown interest but aren’t sure what they 

 plan to do.  That’s great!  We have time, but don’t wait too long.  I’m looking for 

 around 15 “acts”.  Just let me know if you plan to participate.  If you don’t want to 

 participate, that’s ok too!  Just show up!  This is NOT a fundraiser.  This is purely for 

 family fun! 

 Sign up during coffee hour or send me an email! 

 Jessica H 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest the Power Adult Education! 
Do you want to explore your faith in more depth?  Are you new to Unitarian Universalism or 

have you been a UU all your life?  Either way, these classes are a good way to explore your 

relationship with your faith and further your growth as a UU.   

Sign-up during coffee hour or send me an email! 

Let me know if you have any questions.  Class size is limited. 

Jessica H 

 

  



February  2017 THE BEACON 9 | P a g e  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR WITH THESE 

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSE DATES! 

Watch for details on UUNews or pick up a flier in Dobkin Hall 

WHEN: Sunday, February 19st, 4-7 p.m.  

 Host: Thea Hagepanos  

 Where: Thea's apartment clubhouse  

WHEN: Sunday, March 19th, 4-7 p.m 

 Host: Jeannie Lennon  

 Where: Jeannie's home 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

These drop-in socials are a great way to meet interesting new people, connect with old 

friends, enjoy stimulating conversation and eat delicious food. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

They are potlucks, so bring something to share.    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

From the Caring Committee  
 
Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term support, care and 
assistance to UUFW members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. We are 
here for you. Please let us know when you need help with a difficult situation. Your personal 
information will be held in the strictest confidence, or shared with the congregation at your 
request.  
  

We are deeply saddened by the loss of several of our beloved community members in the past 
months.  On January 15th, during the second service, we welcomed the family of Henderson C, 
and celebrated his life and mourned his passing together.  There will be two memorial services in 
February for two long time members of our community.  On February 11th, at 2:00pm, there 
will be a service for Thelma W.  And on February 18th at 2:00pm there will be a memorial 
service for Jay J.  Please plan to join us at both of these services to share remembrances with 
family and friends.   
 
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a 
member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are available to make a meal, 
provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises.  To join or offer your services, please contact any 
of our members.    
Carol Anne Davis will be the Caring Committee chair for the month of February.  Other 
members are: , Diane Halley, Liz Irwin, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kami O'Keeffe, Tina 
Schenk, Kim Singleton, and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. 
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team………….  

The spring Welcome Classes has been set for April 23, 26 and 30, 2017.  The classes will 

follow the same format as in previous years with each class offering different information on 

Unitarian Universalism as well as an introduction to the Unitarian Universalism Congregation of 

Wilmington. Look for more information about the classes in UU News and in the March and 

April Beacon.  Also, come by the Welcome Table and speak with a member of the Membership 

Team about the Welcome classes. 

Please notice people who have visitor nametags (the sticky kind!) when you see them after 

Sunday services or in Dobkin Hall during coffee.  Help make them feel welcome by introducing 

yourself and perhaps engaging them in conversation.  You may be talking to a future UUCW 

member! 

Also, stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a member of the 

Membership team regarding interest in the Welcome classes or joining UUCW.   

Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings.  Just come by the Welcome Table after 

Sunday services to sign up for a date/s to greet! 

Members of the Membership team are: Tim Gugan, Karen VanWagner, Diane Miller, Carol 

Anne Davis, Pam Waite and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. 

 

FULL MOON gathering for February…....…The Snow Moon will reign during February 

and will add the glow of silvery white to the fresh fallen snow.  This glow will give an added 

coldest to these long, cold nights.   

The Full Moon gathering for February will be at Robin B’s home on Tuesday evening February 

11 at 7:30.  Robin B. will be our High Priestess for the evening.  Robin will be leading an 

interesting program for celebrating this season which is Imbolc or the hallway mark between the 

dark of winter and the beginning of spring. 

All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings.  However, if you plan to attend, please 

RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org.   This 

website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings 

including directions to the gatherings. 

 

 

mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
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UUCW Auction 2017  Q&A 

WHAT IS IT? 
The church is holding a Heart and Soul Auction to raise funds and actively promote 

community building on Saturday night, February 25 from 6:00-9:00pm.  This year’s auction will 

consist of a live auction as well as a poster auction.  Most items will be auctioned live but there 

will be “Poster” items available for larger groups at a set, usually low, price.  For instance, the 

Armstrong’s are giving a “Favorite Trader Joes Item” party for 35 people at $5 per person. 

WHY IS IT HELD? 
In addition to being a very important fundraiser, the auction events create a great opportunity to 

meet and mingle with a broad group of people in our church.  Meeting people with common 

interests, informally and socially in small groups at auction events can result in new friends 

and/or being exposed to interesting things that you might not otherwise be exposed to.  

IS THERE A SECRET TO SUCCESS? 
To have a great auction we need two things.  First, we need a wide variety of interesting 

activities, events and items.  Second, we need a large turnout at the event.  YOU make the 

auction a success! 

WHAT CAN I EXPECT? 
To begin with, there is a social gathering on auction night from 6pm to 7pm with food and drink 

being served.  This hour also is set aside for you to see the poster items being offered and look 

over the final list of items to be auctioned live.  You may want to view the poster items early, 

because they have limited availability and are on a first come/first served basis.  The posters will 

displayed in on the walls in the classrooms and Dobkin Hall through the end of the live auction 

break around 8. The live auction will begin at 7pm with excitement and fun as the size of the 

crowd increases. 

 From 6 to 9pm, there will be childcare for the youngest children and also activities for the older 

ones. Pizza and soft drinks, lemonade or water will be served to children. It is planned for the 

night’s activities of the children to be in the trailers. 

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE? 

Of course, we need you to come.  We also need your items, events and activities to sell.  It is 

not expected that you will put on events that cost you a lot of money to offer.  It is the most fun 

for you when it is something that you enjoy or look forward to doing yourself (your passion) and 

want to invite some other people in the church along.  You can invite a few people or a large 

number.  You may offer several activities or events over the rest of the year. It is not too early to 

think about summer and Christmas events.  How about summer pool parties?  With advanced 

planning your event might be held at the church if you need the space. 
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Cont’d 

ARE THERE PARTICULAR NEEDS? 

We are looking for at least 75 live auction items, but can handle many more with our “fun new” 

auction process. There is no limit to the number of poster items accepted.  Ideally, the forms will 

be turned in before January 29.  People who cannot be at the auction February 25th can ask their 

friends to bid for them so they do not miss out, or call the committee for help. 

We would like everyone in the church to participate in some way!  Possible ways are being a 

donor, a buyer, helping the night of auction and being present at the auction to have food and 

enjoy the fun on February 25.  Your best chance at the poster items is showing up auction night.  

If you are unable to attend, all unsold items will be available  Sunday morning between and after 

services.  Thank you for your generosity! 

WHO CAN I TALK TO? 

The Committee is Diane Miller, Scott Armstrong, Sylvia Quinn, Robin Gugan, Kami O’keefe, 
Sue Wood, Tammy Ellison, Kim Singleton, Fran Strauss, Barbara Wolk.  
Our names and contact is the UUCW Directory.  Please feel free to contact us for any questions, 
concerns or a desire to help out!! 
. 
 

 

 


