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 MINISTER’S CORNER 

I, for one, am glad to say goodbye to the year 2016. I don’t know whether or not 2017 will be 

better, I just know that 2016 was a difficult year. There were natural disasters such as Hurricane 

Matthew. There was a very ugly presidential race, which included interference by a foreign 

nation. There was the heartbreak of watching children suffering in Syria while the world looked 

on. Terrorism struck this nation and nations around the world. Madmen with guns committed 

mass murders. We shed many tears this past year about the state of the world and the state of the 

nation.  

This congregation, itself, suffered numerous deaths this year, more than in prior years. Many of 

the people who died had been stalwarts of this congregation. They were people who were leaders 

of the congregation, some of whom literally built the church. We shed many tears this past year 

for these losses.  

I think these loses were particularly hard because we are such a young congregation. We aren’t 

even 50 years old. There are people who were here when this congregation first started. Coming 

from congregations that were very old, I never knew the impact of the death of founding 

members. In those congregations the founding members had been long gone, their names etched 

in plaques on walls or in the dusty books of the archives. For us, however, many of us know 

some of our founding ancestors personally. So when one of them dies it hits us a little harder.  

One of the things we can learn from those old churches is resiliency. The congregations that are 

still here and thriving are those that are resilient. They suffer their losses, just as we do, and they 

mourn those loses, just as we do, and they know from their history that they will survive, just as 

we will.  

Resiliency is our theme this month. It is fitting that at the beginning of a new year we embrace 

the concept being resilient. At some time all of us will face a time when we will need to be 

resilient. Most of us can name a time in the past when the ability to overcome was something we 

did, because we had to. The very nature of the meaning of the word resilient is dependent upon 

our having suffered. None of us wants to suffer, but all of us have known suffering at some 

point.  

We, as a congregation, are emotionally suffering right now. Too many deaths in too short a time. 

Some in our congregation are suffering personally from losses of fathers, mother, husbands, 

wives, children, friends and other loved ones. For us to be resilient in the face of these losses 

means we must come together as one loving community. In this new year, we will need each 

other. Let us commit ourselves to being a loving community that cares for itself as it cares for 

the world.  

Peace and many kind blessings, 
Rev. Cheryl  
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President’s Perspective 

New Year’s greetings to all. To me, resiliency is a very fitting theme for the month of January 

2017. January typically holds the prospect of renewal and rejuvenation. However, this year 

especially, that hopeful potential is tempered by the official transition of our country into very 

uncertain times, which are unsettling at best and downright frightening for many. Our UU values 

are being challenged and our personal faith might be tested. To move forward, it seems that we 

must first be resilient – recover from disappointment and a sense of defeat and resolve to be 

strengthened by our principles and reach out to others to work harder together.  

I am reminded of a sermon given by Rev. Dr. William Barber (President, NC NAACP) on the 

Sunday after the election entitled “Revival and Resiliency after Rejection.” and of course Rev. 

Cheryl’s “Now What?” sermon still resonates. More recently, Rev. Peter Morales (President of 

the UUA) has issued a call to UU ministers and congregations to provide “sanctuary” and 

“resistance” in the face of what lies ahead and to resist the temptation to “normalize” the current 

state of affairs. Unfortunately, it is likely that the social and economic policies to come will 

exacerbate inequalities and legitimize discrimination and disenfranchisement. We are challenged 

to not only “stand on the side of love” but to be an active force for good in the face of bigotry 

and divisiveness. And, we are drawn to support those in our community who struggle with basic 

needs for adequate food, shelter, employment, education and safety.   

Globally, nationally, and regionally, UUs will continue to be at the center of this work – just as 

they were during WWII in defying the Nazis, during the civil rights movement of the 1960s, and 

at other points throughout history. UUCWNC has an opportunity to be at the forefront of such 

efforts in Wilmington. Will we rise to the challenge? (A large group of members began this 

“Now What?” conversation in December and will continue it on Sunday January 8, 12:30 pm – 

join us!). 

I have been thinking about this a great deal lately as the Board has begun the process of creating 

a long term vision for UUCWNC. Given our mission, how do we envision our Congregation in 

3 to 5 years? What would we, as a faith community, look like as our “best selves”? I personally 

would like to see us grow – not so much in membership numbers and money – but in forming 

stronger bonds as a faith community, nourishing our own souls, and expanding our presence and 

outreach in our community. We should not hesitate to embrace and share our “good news” as 

UUs.  

The Board is dedicating extra work sessions to this visioning process to ensure that we give this 

important work the time and energy it deserves. Crafting a vision which adequately reflects 

UUCWNC’s potential is perhaps the most challenging - and most impactful - goal the Board 

seeks to accomplish this year.  

Peace, 

Eden Avery 
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Religious Education Reflections 

Boy, was December a crazy month! Thank you to everyone who participated and came to enjoy 

our Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant! What a great time we had, right? Everyone did a great job, 

and the whole thing was expertly enhanced by the musical contributions of Sally Spalding, Ed & 

Martha Brophy and Kat Fairbank! Oh, what fun! 

RE classes resume on January 8th after a two-week break for the holidays. We’re looking forward 

to the second half of the school year! I’m still looking for two more teachers, so please consider 

teaching…just contact me for information and I’ll tell you all about our needs! 

Over the next few weeks, our students will be creating Valentine’s Day cards as one of their 

social action projects. These cards are sent to our members and friends who may have had a 

difficult year, can’t come to Sunday worship, have had a significant event in their lives, and also 

for any who are sick. We also send cards to new members and RE volunteers.  

The newly formed Wilmington Pride Youth Group is going very well! We meet every 

Thursday at 7:30 pm. It’s for Middle and High School-aged youth…both for those who identify 

as LGBTQIA and straight allies. Please encourage your youth in this age group to come and join 

us! This group is a partnership between UUCWNC and Wilmington Pride. 

The Wilmington Progressive Book Club is back! We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 

the month at 6 pm, in Dobkin Hall. If you’d like to get on the Book Club email list, please send 

me an email: dre@uufwilmington.org. We send out discussion questions before the meeting, so 

it’s helpful to be on the email list. 

And, starting on January 9th, the class you’ve been waiting for is coming! We’ll offer This I 

Believe, led by Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, on 5 consecutive Mondays at 6 pm, starting on January 

9th. (the last class is Feb. 6th). Enrollment is limited (I have 3 spaces left as of this writing), so 

contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org to register for this thought-provoking class. Attendance at 

all sessions is expected. 

You can find more information about all these activities elsewhere in this Beacon, in your Orders 

of Service and on UUNews. 

Peace, 

~Sue 
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 UUCWNC Mid-Year Congregational Meeting Scheduled 

The Board of Trustees invites members and friends to attend our Mid-Year Congregational 

Meeting, Sunday January 29, 2017, 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Details about the agenda will be 

distributed through UUNews and posted on the BOT bulletin board in Dobkin Hall by mid 

January. 

 

 

  
Wilmington Progressive Book Club 

January 11th and 25th, 6 pm 

UUFW Sanctuary 

January’s book is: 

Listen, Liberal 

or 

Whatever Happened to the Party of the People? 

by Thomas Frank 

Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month. 

Contact Sue Graffius: dre@uufwilmington.org for more information, 

or to sign up for emails. 



January  2017 THE BEACON 6 | P a g e  

 NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team………….  

Sunday Soup will resume January 8.  Please see Barbara Wolk if you would like to volunteer 

your “special” soup for the menu on any Sunday Soup.  Thank each and every one for their 

contributions of soups!  

Please notice the people who have visitor nametags.  When you see the people with these 

nametags, help make them feel welcome by introducing yourself and perhaps engaging them in 

conversation.  You may be talking to a future UUCW member! 

Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a member of the Membership 

team regarding interest in the Welcome classes or joining UUCW.   

Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings.  Just stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday 

services to sign up for a date/s to greet!  It is a great way to meet people. 

We also would like to have one or two more members of the Membership Team.  If you are 

interested in being a part of increasing our membership, please contact Diane Miller at 

dianewhitt@bellsouth.net for further information. 

Members of the Membership team are: Tim Gugan, Karen VanWagner, Diane Miller, Carol 

Anne Davis, Pam Waite and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. 

 

FULL MOON gathering for the New Year…....…At this gathering the Full Wolf Moon will 

be high in the sky.  The howling wolfs will also be on the prowl during this time of the long cold 

winter nights of January.      

The Full Moon gathering will be at Christine M’s home on Tuesday evening January 10 at 7:30.  

Christine M will also be our High Priestess for the evening.  As always we will be celebrating our 

womanhood and the goddess that influence us and our homes during the Full Moons. 

All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings.  However, if you plan to attend, please 

RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org.   This 

website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings 

including directions to the gatherings. 

 

 

         

      

 

mailto:dianewhitt@bellsouth.net
mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

January UUCW Open House 

EAT, MEET, CONNECT!  – Everybody Welcome! 

When:  Sunday, January 15th, 4-7 p.m. 

Where:  Home of Elizabeth and Gary O'Connell, Wilmington 

What to Bring: YOURSELF& A FRIEND. Plus a dish or beverage to share. 

What to do: 

 Eat delicious food  Meet someone new  Connect with an old friend  Enjoy good conversation 

Watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or call the Office at 910-392-6454 for more details. 

Hosts needed February and March- your home, apartment, condo, club house . . .     contact Roxie at 

morisonroxie@gmail.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Heart & Soul Auction 

In early January, you will receive your invitation to the Heart & Soul Auction which will take 

place on February 25th.  On the reverse side of that invitation is the donation form for you to 

complete. In this issue of the Beacon is a copy of each and a list of previously offered types of 

donations to spark your imagination. 

In keeping with the theme of this year’s auction, an emphasis on activities that we can do 

together to build greater community among us is suggested, as well as the usual high quality 

items that we can add to our homes.  Rather than an art piece, how about coordinating a trip to 

the Cameron or Raleigh art museums as your donation?  Rather than an exquisite piece of china, 

how about hosting a dinner in your home, a picnic at Carolina Beach State Park or dinner and a 

movie at your favorite local eatery?  Rather than a painting of an outdoor scene, how about 

organizing a guided tour to a special garden, park or historic site? 

Whatever your choice of donation, please return the donation form by January 29th.  You 

will be able to submit your donation form only in hard copy.   

You can purchase the $10 ticket to the Heart & Soul Auction in advance, eliminating standing in 

line on the night of the event.  That ticket will entitle you to admission, delicious hors d’oeuvres 

and a complementary beverage – wine, beer or soda.  Purchases at the Auction can be paid for 

by cash, check, credit or debit cards. 

The Heart & Soul Auction is a terrific event, combining a fun-filled social evening with the 

opportunity to participate in future pleasurable event and supporting our beloved community. 
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You are cordially invited to the UUCW 2017 

 

 

 

Heart & Soul 

AUCTION 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 

6:00pm – 9:00pm 

 

 

 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in advance. 

 

Come and enjoy the fellowship and fun while 

benefitting our congregation! 

 

          Wine & Beer Selection                  Heavy Hors d'Oeuvres    

         Live Auction                    Professional Auctioneer  

     50-50 Drawing              Complementary Childcare and Pizza 
          (Please indicate number of children so we can provide the correct number of care givers.) 
 

Visa/Mastercard Accepted 
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Update from the Social Action Ministry 

We will continue our “Now What?” conversation and planning session on Sunday 

January 8, 12:30 pm in our Sanctuary – join us! In December, over 40 UUCWNC members 

and friends came together for a very productive discussion and brainstorming session about our 

current social justice efforts and work in the community and opportunities to strengthen our 

partnerships and become more engaged. Now, let’s keep the momentum going and plan for 

action! Contact Eden to be added to our growing Social Action Ministry e-mail distribution list. 

(Also, please let us know if you need childcare during this session.) 

Ways to be involved in January: 

 Every Thursday: The Wilmington Pride Youth Group for Middle School and High School 
LGBTQIA and Straight Allies, Dobkin Hall, 7:30 pm (Contact Sue Graffius, DRE) 

 Sunday, Jan 8: "Now What?" conversation continued, UUCW Sanctuary, 12:30 pm 

 Wednesday, Jan 11: Progressive Book Club, Sanctuary, 6-8 pm (Contact Sue Graffius, DRE) 

 Thursday, Jan 12: YWCA sponsored Potluck for Peace, 6-8 pm, Hannah Block Community 
Arts Center 

 Friday, Jan 13: Wilmington Progressive Coalition monthly potluck meeting, Dobkin Hall, 7-9 
pm (Contact Delthea Simmons) 

 Saturday, Jan 14: NAACP MLK Breakfast Banquet (UUCWNC will be honored!), Cape Fear 
Community College Union Station, 8:30 am (contact Eden for tickets, $25) 

 Saturday, Jan 14: Ecumenical Service, St. Stephen AME Church, 501 Red Cross Street, 4 pm. 
Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. William Barber, NC NAACP President 

 Sunday, Jan 15: UUCWNC family sign making party for MLK Parade, between services in 
Annex 

 Monday, Jan 16: MLK Parade!! 9:30 am line up for 11 am start time, Cape Fear Community 
College (Watch for more details) 

 Wednesday, Jan 25: Progressive Book Club, Sanctuary 6-8 pm (Contact Sue Graffius, DRE) 
 

Save the date for February: 

 Saturday, Feb 11: The 11th annual Moral March on Raleigh and HKonJ People's Assembly, 
sponsored by the NC NAACP, gather at 8:30 am in Downtown Raleigh. Watch for more 
details about riding with the NHC NAACP on a bus from Wilmington.  

 

There is great potential to make this type of work truly integral to our Congregation and to make 

a significant impact in our community. Let’s come together to make it happen! 

Forward together, 

Eden Avery & Delthea Simmons 

edenavery99@ gmail.com, deltheasimmons@ gmail.com 
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 Mark the date!  Saturday, May 20th for the First Annual UU Congregation of Wilmington 

VARIETY SHOW! 
 This event is for all ages.  Several people have shown interest but aren’t sure what they plan 

  to do.  That’s great!  We have time, but don’t wait too long.  I’m looking for around 15 “acts”.  

 Just let me know if you plan to participate.  If you don’t want to participate, that’s ok too!   

 Just show up!  This is NOT a fundraiser.  This is purely for family fun! 

 Jessica H 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest the Power Adult Education! 

Do you want to explore your faith in more depth?  Are you new to Unitarian 

Universalism or have you been a UU all your life?  Either way, these classes are a good 

way to explore your relationship with your faith and further your growth as a UU.   

Let me know if you have any questions.  Class size is limited. 

Jessica H 

 

 


