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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Dec 4 Rev. Cheryl 

Dec 11 Rev. Cheryl 

Dec 18 Rev. Cheryl with Choir 

Dec 24 

6:00pm Nativity Pageant 

8:00pm Christmas Eve 

Service 

Dec 25 

Join Rev. Cheryl and 

Elizabeth for our annual 

brunch at the church 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

MINISTER 
TUESDAY 11AM – 4PM 
WEDNESDAY 11AM – 4PM 
THURSDAY 11AM – 4PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
SUNDAY    9 AM TO 1 PM 
TUESDAY  12 PM TO 6 PM 
WEDNESDAY  12 PM TO 6 PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 
 
*SUBJECT TO CHANGE - PLEASE CALL AHEAD 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
TUESDAY 1PM - 6PM 
WEDNESDAY 1PM – 6PM 
THURSDAY 1PM - 6PM 
FRIDAY 1PM – 6PM 
 

http://www.uufwilmington.org/
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 MINISTER’S CORNER 

In the Hindu, Buddhist and Jain faiths there is the concept of Samsara. It is the cycle of birth, life, 

death and rebirth, that living beings go through time after time. There is the idea that the body 

dies, but the soul is reincarnated into another body after death. The cycle of life. In some Earth 

based spirituality there is the observance of the cycles of the seasons, Spring, Summer, Autumn 

and Winter. In other faith traditions there is the yearly cycle of ritual and scripture. We human 

beings, in our spiritualities, recognize the idea that life and existence isn’t a straight line but a 

more like a circle. From birth to life to death back to birth. From ignorance to wisdom to 

ignorance and then wisdom again.  

As December arrives, we come to the end of one of our cycles, the calendar year. There isn’t 

anything particularly special about December that made it the end of the year other than it 

comes before January, named after the Roman God, Janus. Janus had two faces, one looking 

back and another looking forward. December is the time for looking back as we prepare to look 

forward.  

How has the year been for you? For most of us, as it is most years, it was a time of both good 

things and bad things. Many of us welcomed new life into our families and communities and we 

said a final farewell to people we loved. We elected a new President of the United States, and 

depending upon who you are that was either a bad thing or a good thing. Maybe you started a 

new venture, or went back to school or retired. All of these might be good things. Perhaps you 

faced a health crisis or lost or job, bad things.  

Whether things are good or bad, they do not last. Bad times don’t stay, neither do good times. 

We go through a cycle of good, bad, mediocre, in varying orders. As we look back on the year it 

is good to remember that wherever we are right now, was not where we always were, and will 

not be where we are in the future. If these are good times, enjoy them to their fullest. If these are 

bad times, remember this too shall pass. If you’re somewhere in the middle, savor the balance.  

This month our theme is cycles. Cycles of life, cycles of living, cycles of the seasons. Let us say 

goodbye to the old year together. Let us look back at the year that was, as we prepare for the 

year to come, together. Together we make it through the bad times. Together we celebrate the 

good times. Through our many cycles of life, it is best when we are together. Life is a journey 

that is best when it is shared. That’s why we are here, to share the journey.  

Peace and many kind blessings, 

Rev. Cheryl 
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President’s Perspective 

Like many of you, I wear multiple hats in our Congregation. This has both kept me busy and made me 

very appreciative of the dedication of our Congregation’s membership and friends. Most importantly 

this year, I am honored to be serving as the President of the Board of Trustees. As a Board, we are 

striving to create the governing framework and vision to best guide the Congregation in achieving our 

Mission as a faith community. Admittedly this work can be dry and daunting at times. So, it is very 

rewarding to be working with this group of Trustees who has been so engaged and fully committed to 

the betterment of the Congregation.  

The Board held our first “conversation” with the Congregation in November – thank you to the folks 

who attended to learn more about the work we’re doing and to share your thoughts. Issues raised 

include the importance of timely and effective communication; clear articulation of “who does what” in 

the Congregation; budgeting and management concerns including facilities maintenance and 

improvement; and working towards “fair share” giving to the UUA. These are areas of importance to 

the Board as well as we continue our work on policy development and creating a vision for our 

Congregation. And, we are committed to continuing to communicate with you about our progress.  

I have worn my other “hat” for many years now in helping to coordinate our Social Action Ministry’s 

social justice efforts. This is a true passion of mine and is what first drew me to the Congregation over 9 

years ago. The critical nature of this work has been weighing heavily on my heart recently. Our country 

appears to be moving in a direction legitimizing bigotry and division, in direct opposition to our UU 

values of dignity and unity. Our Congregation is called by our Mission and UU tradition to be a 

welcoming faith community of love and to actively work for justice. During this time of uncertainty and 

fear for so many people, our message and work is crucial. So “now what”? 

I know our Congregation will continue its dedicated outreach efforts with Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 

and WIHN/Family Promise. I also anticipate that we will strengthen our partnership with the NAACP, 

Democracy NC and other community groups including Wilmington Pride. In addition, there is the 

exciting potential to become more integrally involved with coalitions such as Wilmington Faiths Against 

Gun Violence and the emerging Wilmington Progressive Coalition. (See below for details about 

upcoming events). We might even find ourselves connecting with other UUs in our Southeast Region. 

So, where do we go from here? And, how do you want to be involved? We will begin this conversation 

on Sunday December 4 at 12:30 pm, in the Sanctuary. Join us! 

Finally, I would like to recognize everyone who has been involved with our “Souls to the Polls” 

advocacy efforts over the past year. Our Congregation participated with over 20 New Hanover County 

faith groups in this NAACP and Democracy NC initiative. Many of us involved are deeply concerned 

about the outcome of the election and may feel that we “could have done more”. However, we should 

not let this overshadow the group’s hard work and unprecedented level of commitment and community 

engagement. Our members worked tirelessly at multiple levels to assist citizens in exercising their right 

to vote and ultimately to help ensure the health of our democracy. Thank you.    

Moving forward together, 

Eden Avery, President 
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Religious Education Reflections 

Lots of things going on in Religious Education this month and next! First, in the classrooms, we 

can still use one more teacher…or a couple more substitutes. Please let me know if you are 

thinking of teaching or subbing! 

For our holiday activities, we’re having our Multi-Generational Tree Trimming Party on 

Saturday, December 3rd, from 2 to 5 pm. We’ll create ornaments, sing Christmas music, eat treats 

and then decorate the tree. Come join us, and bring a treat to share! 

Our other holiday activity is our Annual Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant. This is another 

Multi-Generational activity where we act out the Nativity with our “No Rehearsal” pageant on 

December 24th at 6 pm! We need people to stand in as Mary, Joseph, the Wise Ones, Animals, 

Shepherds, Angels, Stars, etc. There are no lines to learn…you just follow instructions given as 

we’re going along. It’s lots of fun, and we can sure use your help! Please contact me: 

dre@uufwilmington.org, to sign up for the part you’d prefer. Oh, and bring some cookies to 

share in Dobkin Hall after the pageant! 

With the holiday schedule and people going out of town to visit family, there will be no 

Religious Education classes on December 25th or January 1st. The playground and nursery 

will be staffed during the worship services on those days. 

We’ve partnered with Wilmington Pride to create the Wilmington Pride Youth Group for 

Middle and High Schoolers, that meets at UUCWNC. Our first meeting will be Thursday 

December 8th, at 7:30 pm, in Dobkin Hall. This youth group is for LGBTQIA youth AND allies. 

At this meeting, we’ll determine the best dates for recurring meetings, so if you are unable to 

meet on the 8th, please let me know which days of the month work best for you, and I’ll add your 

voice to the group! 

The Wilmington Progressive Book Club is back! In December, we’ll only have one meeting, 

on Wednesday the 14th at 6 pm, but we’ll be back to the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month in 

January (and beyond!). If you’d like to get on the Book Club email list, please send me an email: 

dre@uufwilmington.org. We send out discussion questions before the meeting, so it’s helpful to 

be on the email list. 

And, in January, the class you’ve been waiting for is coming! We’ll offer This I Believe, led by 

Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, on 5 consecutive Mondays at 6 pm, starting on January 9th. (the last class 

is Feb. 6th). Enrollment is limited, so contact me: dre@uufwilmington.org to register for this 

thought-provoking class. Attendance at all sessions is expected. 

You’ll find more information about all these activities elsewhere in this Beacon, in your Orders 

of Service and on UUNews. 

Have a wonderful holiday season! 

Peace,  ~Sue 
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NEWS from the MEMBERSHIP team………….  

This fall’s Welcome classes were well attended.  There were 13 very engaged participants.  The 

class surveys from the participants were positive and showed interest in membership in our 

congregation. 

A special thank you goes to Barbara Wolk and all of the Soup Team for a successful October 

Sunday Soup.  Thank you also to the soup preparers who make our Sunday soups possible! 

The Welcome Table is seeing a steady number of visitors many who may be relocating to our 

area.  Please notice these people who have visitor nametags when you see them after services or in 

Dobkin Hall during coffee.  Help make them feel welcome by introducing yourself and perhaps 

engaging them in conversation.  You may be talking to a future UUCNC member! 

Stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday services to talk with a member of the Membership 

team regarding interest in the Welcome classes or joining UUCW.  Also, information about 

membership in UUCW can be obtained by contacting Diane Miller, dianemiller@bellsouth.net   

Please consider greeting on Sunday mornings.  Just stop by the Welcome Table after Sunday 

services to sign up for a date to greet! 

Members of the Membership team are: Tim Gugan, Karen VanWagner, Diane Miller, Carol 

Anne Davis, Pam Waite and Rev. Cheryl M. Walker. 

 

FULL MOON gathering for December…....… 

At this gathering the Full Long Nights’ Moon will be high in the sky and will literally give the 

longest nights of the year as well as reduced amount of daylight.  The final month of our 

calendar is known as Full Cold and Full Long Nights’ or better known to us as winter! 

The Full Moon gathering for December will be at Diane M’s home on Tuesday evening 

December 13 at 7:30.  Jessica H. will be our High Priestess for the evening and will be leading an 

interesting program for celebration of this season. 

All women of any age are welcomed to these gatherings.  However, if you plan to attend, please 

RSVP to the hostess or to the Full Moon’s email address, fullmoon@uufwilmington.org.   This 

website can also be used for any questions or for information about the Full Moon gatherings 

including directions to the gatherings. 

 

         

mailto:dianemiller@bellsouth.net
mailto:fullmoon@uufwilmington.org
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Upcoming Social Justice Events  

Dec 3: "Wilmington's Gathering for Peace," sponsored by Wilmington Progressive Coalition, 
2-6 pm, Maides Park 

Dec 4: “Now What” Conversation, brainstorming session about UUCWNC social justice 
involvement, 12:30 pm, Sanctuary 

Dec 8: Wilmington Pride Youth Group (organized through RE in partnership with 
Wilmington Pride; contact Sue Graffius), 7:30 pm, UUCWNC 

Dec 14: Wilmington Progressive Book Club (2nd and 4th Wednesday; organized through RE in 
partnership with NAACP; contact Sue Graffius), 6 pm, Sanctuary 

Dec 19: Wilmington Faiths Against Gun Violence, Second Annual Prayer Vigil, 5:30 pm, 
Innis Park  

*Watch for updates about on-going outreach efforts with Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard and 
WIHN/Family Promise.  

*Save the date for the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Parade, January 16, 2017! (Contact Eden 
Avery, edenavery99@gmail.com if you have a van or truck to drive.) 

  

Holiday Open House at Elizabeth and Rev. Cheryl’s  

Bring the whole family! 

 

When:  Sunday,December 11, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. (note special date and time)  

Where: Home of Elizabeth and Rev. Cheryl, Near Wade Park 

Who: The whole gang!  Families, friends, kids & accessible ramp for wheelchairs 

What to Bring:  YOUR FAMILY, plus a dish or beverage to share.   

What to do:  

 Celebrate the holidays 

 Special play areas for kids of all ages 

o There will be prizes and surprises  

o Indoor and outdoor activities  

 Eat delicious food 

 Enjoy good conversation 

 Connect with others 

Watch for fliers in Dobkin Hall or call the Office at 910-392-6454 for more details. 

 

mailto:edenavery99@gmail.com
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Adult RE 

Adult RE is offering “Harvest the Power” classes in April.  This is a 4 week course.  Each class is 

unique and interesting.  This course is for anyone who wants to explore their faith in more 

depth.  It’s about self-discovery as a UU.  This is an excellent opportunity to further your growth 

as a UU. 

Let me know if you have any questions.  Class size is limited. 

Jessica Holm 

 

Family Fun! 

In May or June, plan on participating in our “First Annual UU Variety Show!”  This is open to 

all ages.  As this is a “Variety” show and NOT a “Talent” show, “Talent” is optional.  So 

whether you or your child plays an instrument, sings, tell jokes, does magic tricks, dances, tells a 

story… whatever you do for the sake of entertainment, let me know.  I’m starting a list of “acts” 

and I’ll need a lot of participation.  Remember, this is a family activity for all ages!  As plans 

progress, I will make updates in the Beacon. 

Jessica Holm 

To my fellow “UUers”:   

Please take a small break from the hustle and bustle of the upcoming holiday season to spend a 

mere half an hour at: 

Wilmington  Faiths Against Gun Violence’s 2nd Annual Interfaith Prayer Vigil 
WHEN:  MONDAY, DECEMBER 19TH, 2016 6:00-6:30 P.M. [music from 5:30-6:00] 

WHERE:  Innis Park, Downtown [3rd and Princess Streets] 
WHO:  Members of Wilmington’s faith communities and people of conscience who believe  

God is calling all of us to work together to protect and affirm human life by reducing violence, 

especially gun violence, that takes so many lives each year in our community. 

* Wilmington Faith’s Against Gun Violence” is an alliance of more than 20 local faith 

communities and grass roots organizations that includes both gun owners and non-gun owners 

who are committed to an active, civil dialogue.  The Alliance seeks common ground from 

divisiveness of the “gun debate” and to find ways to work together to reduce gun violence in 

Greater Wilmington.    

Please feel free to give me a call [910-383-1966] if you have any further questions about this.  
Last year’s vigil drew more than 250 people- let’s see if we can double that number this year!  
Sincerely, 
Penny Patterson 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR AUCTION DONATIONS 

DINNERS 

Gourmet French Dinner for 8 

Seafood Dinner for 4 

North African Dinner for 8 

Chili Dinner for 8 

VACATION & RECREATION 

Ocean Isle Beach-2 days/meals 

Seneca Lake Cottage-1 week 

Kayaks-1 day 

Winery Tour/Tasting/Driver 

Symphony Tickets 

FOOD ITEMS 

Special Event Cake 

Baklava 

Spiced Pecans 

Homemade Bread 

SERVICES 

Sermon Topic-Your Choice 

House or Pet Sitting-1 week 

Knife Sharpening-2 years 

Personal Computer Service-1 year 

INSTRUCTION 

Tennis Lessons-6 

Guitar Lessons-4 

Bonsai Plant Instruction 

Indian Cooking Class-4hours for 6 

ANTIQUES, ARTS, CRAFTS, FURNITURE 

Various 

SMALL APPLIANCES, ELECTRONICS 

Kindle Fire 

Keurig Coffee Maker 
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UU Auction Raffle! 

$500 Amazon Gift Card will jump-start your holiday 

shopping! 

Or just spend it on yourself! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are $20 each or 3 for $50 
Starts November 6th 

Drawing December 18th 
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DONATE  VOLUNTEER  CONTACT 
 A service based on your 

talent or expertise… 
(Computer Services, 

Photography, House Cleaning, 
Babysitting, Handyman Work, 
Portraiture, Artwork, Specialty 

Foods) 

 A weekend getaway 

 A gourmet dinner 

 A gift certificate 

 A unique collectible 

  List your name on the sign 

up sheets for one of the 

activities that will make the 

auction successful and fun 

for all. 

 Auction Steering 

Committee: 
Tammy Ellison, Robin Gugan, 

Kami OKeeffe, Sylvia Quinn, 

Jimmy Reeves, Kim 

Singleton, Karen VanWagner, 

Barbara Wolk 
 

Co-Chairs: 
Scott Armstrong, Diane Miller 

 

 

 

Fundraising Goal: $20,000 

Participation Goal:  100% 

Fun Goal:  JOY!! 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 

6:00PM – 9:00PM 

 

Heart & Soul 

 AUCTION 

Open your heart & grow your soul! 

How can we reach our goal? 



December 2016 THE BEACON 11 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Tree Trimming Party! 

Saturday December 3rd  
2-5 pm 

Dobkin Hall, UUFW 
Bring a treat to share! 

We’ll have hot chocolate and all the craft supplies you’ll 
need! 

We’ll craft and eat and sing… and then  
we’ll have even more fun decorating  

the tree with our creations! 
Contact Sue Graffius: 

dre@uufwilmington.org 
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From the Caring Committee 

Acting in concert with the minister, the Caring Committee provides short term support, care and 

assistance to UUFW members and friends who are experiencing illness, injury or crisis. We are 

here for you. Please let us know when you need help with a difficult situation. Your personal 

information will be held in the strictest confidence, or shared with the congregation at your 

request. 

We recently learned that long time and beloved member of our congregation, John Colter, died 

peacefully on November 18th.  He and his wife Anne were very active in our congregation for 

many years before moving to Raleigh to be closer to their daughters when John became ill.  A 

memorial service for John will be held here on December 10th at 3 PM.  

If you are looking for a way to make a difference in our community, consider becoming a 

member of the Caring Committee, or just let us know that you are available to make a meal, 

provide a ride, or a visit when the need arises.  To join or offer your services, please contact any 

of our members.   

Kami O’Keeffe will be the Caring Committee chair for December.  Other members are: Carol 

Anne Davis, Liz Irwin, Diane Halley, Jeannie Lennon, Jane Linn, Kim Singleton, Tina Schenk, 

and Rev. Cheryl. 

Worship Team News 

The Worship Team is interested in your thoughts on "Resilience" - our January Worship 

Theme.  We'll be on the Chancel on Sunday, January 8th with our Lay-led services that day, and 

are looking for your input for the service.  If you have your own writing or a poem or writing on 

Resilience which you'd like to share with the Congregation that day, please email to Thea at 

thealogia@gmail.com so we can include it in the service. 

 

Thank you, 

Thea Hagepanos for the Worship Team 

Pre-Fall Drive 

Our WHQR/ UUCofW Fall Pre-Drive was our biggest success ever. We raised over $1800 for 

our wonderful Public Radio station, and got ourselves 10 Day Sponsorships, to boot.  Thanks to 

all of our members and friends who donated to this yearly endeavor to support the station AND 

get the word out about UUCofW. 

 

Thanks, 

Thea 

 

mailto:thealogia@gmail.com
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Wilmington Progressive Book Club 

December 14th, 6 pm 

UUFW Sanctuary 

We will be discussing the election 

and the aftermath, and what progressives 

can, and should, do. 

(only one meeting in December) 

January meetings: 

Wednesdays, January 11th and 25th, 6 pm 

(watch emails for book titles) 

Contact Sue Graffius:  

dre@uufwilmington.org for more information, or to sign up for emails. 


